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Deaths 





Mrs. Phoebe Ettie Hatfield was born in Indiana, 
February 20, 1847, and died at her home in Pearland, 
Texas, November 19, 1927, at the age of eighty years. 
She was united in marriage, February 25, 1866, to 
Rev. D. H. Hatfield at Staunton, Indiana. She lived 
a devoted Christian life and was a true wife and 
mother. She is survived by her husband, four sons, 
one daughter, seventeen grandchildren, and six great- 
grandchildren. She had lived in Pearland for the 
past twenty-five years. Her husband is a Christian 
Church minister. Furneral services were held in the 
Methodist Church at Pearland, Rev. Mr. Benning- 
ton officiating. Burial in Pearland Cemetery. 








EARN $25 WEEKLY SPARE TIME 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Details FREE. 
Press Syndicate, 1306, St. Louis, Mo. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 
Bert Page, Kirkland, Indiana. 
J. A. Angel, Kerrville, Texas. 
Guernsey Stephens, R. R. 5, Muncie, Indiana. 
Sooter, Jr., Letts, Iowa. 
F. C. Lester, Waverly, Virginia. 
L. F. Johnson, 131 Mountain Way, Rutherford, New 
Jersey. 
F. F. Canada, 523 W. Eighth St., Muncie, Indiana. 
Lewis A. Duvall, R. R. 5, Watertown, N. Y. 
M. M. Wiles, 122 East 8th St., Anderson, Indiana. 
Ed Borah, Sims, Illinois. 


Reduced Prices 


HYMN BOOKS 
Living Age 
SIX COPIES 


slightly damaged, but substan- 
tially as good for use as any 
undamaged copy. Will sell at 
80c a copy, delivered. 

Any Church desiring to add a 
few more copies to its present 
supply would do well to order 
these. 














Christian Hymnary 
TWO HUNDRED COPIES 


50c each. These are in first-class 
condition, but we are closing out 
the entire edition. Send in your 
order at once to 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 


219 South Ludlow Street, 
Dayton, Ohio 
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Married Women Wanted 


2 Hours Per Week 


We pay liberally for about 2 hours per week 
of your spare time. The only requirement is 
absolute honesty. Estimated average earnings 
$4.50 per week. Do not reply if you are an 
agent or canvasser. Address: Mr. O’Connor, 
Dept. 36, 111 West 42nd Street, N. Y. City. 

Just say “Tell me about your spare 
time offer” and state how your home 
is lighted—Gas-Electricity-or Oil. 












































BETTER—FINER—MORE COMPLETE THAN EVER BEFORE 


The 1928 Scripture Text Calendars are ready. Thousands of Churches and Agents will 
this year want more than ever before. In addition to the 13 beautiful Sacred Pictures, the 
daily Scripture Verse, the Sunday-school lesson, and other regular features, are added this 
year four new features listed below. The 1928 Calendars are the last word in a home 
calendar—a joy in every home. 

Selling Scripture Text Calendars is a dignified way of raising money. Pastors of lead- 
ing Churches the country over endorse and recommend our many sales plans. For 14 
years Churches and Agents the country over have raised money following our successful 
selling plans—making from $25 to $500. £ 

Calendars are printed in English, German, Swedish, Spanish, Italian, Norwegian, Polish 
and Japanese languages, but all foreign languages from a special edition with pictures 
printed in duo-color process. 





WE SHOW YOU HOW TO 
SELL 


Our many successful sell- 
ing plans and campaigns 
that have been used so suc- 
cessfully for years’ will 
help you sell to practically 
every home in your com- 
munity. Plans for Sunday- 
school classes, Ladies’ Aid, 
Young People’s Society, etc. 


18 FAMOUS PAINTINGS 


The 13 famous Sacred 
Paintings, beautifully re- 
produced in many colors, 
alone are worth many 
times the low cost of the 
calendar. They represent 
what is best and most re- 
fined in Sacred Art. 


WONDERFUL VALUE 


Were it not for the fact 
that Scripture Text Calen- 
dars are produced in mil- 
lion lots, they would have 
to sell at much higher 
prices. Think of getting so 
much for only 30 cents— 
you can readily see why 
everybody is 80 well 
pleased. 








FOUR NEW EXCLUSIVE 
FEATURES 


1. How to read the Bible 
through in a year with an 
assignment for each day’s 
reading morning and night. 

2. Three Months Calen- 
dar on each page. Added 
to our monthly calendar 
with the big figures and 
Scripture Text for each day 
are too small monthly cal- 
endars for the month pre- 
ceding and following the 
current month. 

3. A full description of 
each beautiful picture—of 
great value to young and 
old. 

4. The 


phases of the 
moon are shown on the day 
they occur. 


Spreading God’s Word 

By placing the 1928 
Scripture Text Calendar in 
every home in the com- 
munity, you are performing 
a truly great work—paying 
you big dividends both 
morally and financially. 








SPECIAL PRICES 


See how you can profit 
by placing the Gospel in 
every home in your com- 
munity. 


Quan- 
tity 
Calen- Sell 


dars Cost for Profit 
100 ...$17.00 $30.00 $13.00 
200 .... 32.00. 60.00 28.00 
250 .... 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 .... 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Larger quantity rates on 
application. 

The retail price is 80c 
each. Terms: cash with or- 
der to individuals. Calen- 
dars not returnable. 


IDEAL GIFT 


Nothing could be more 
appropriate as a gift at 
Christmas time than one of 
these Scripture Text Calen- 
dars. Small quantities for 
this purpose: 

Single Copies, 380c; 5 
$1.40; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 50, 
$310.00. All prices slightly 
higher in Canada. 


1928 CALENDARS READY—PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 


Don’t wait! Place your order for a full supply. 


Our experience has been that the 


greater portion of calendars are sold in advance of the New Year. Hundreds of Churches 
and Agents have found that the demand grows greater from year to year, and as our 
supply is limited, we urge you to estimate how many you can sell and rush your order. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N - - 219 S. Ludlow St. - - Dayton, Ohio 
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To All Sunday-school and 


Christian Endeavor Workers 


The lessons for January which would have ap- 
peared in The Journal of Christian Education are 
in this issue of The Herald. See notice on page 25. 














UNFINISHED GIRLS’ DORMITORY AT FRANKLINTON 


HE above gives an idea of what an attractive and serviceable building the Girls’ Dormi- 
tory at Franklinton Christian College will be when it is completed. But no photo can 
give any idea of how pitifully its completion is needed. Surely Christmas will mean 
more to the members of the Christian Church if they give generously to the Emergency 
Christmas offering which is being asked this year for this very needy institution. 
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About Folks and Things 


A number of inquiries makes it evident 
that a further word of explanation is needed 
with reference to taking care of the sub- 
scriptions under the new merger plan. In 
many homes The Herald goes to one person, 
The Christian Missionary to another, and 
perhaps The Journal of Christian Educa- 
tion to still a third. Of course few homes 
would care to receive more than one copy of 
the merged periodical, so it is our purpose 
here at the Publishing House to send only 
one subscription of the merged paper, cred- 
iting it for the amount due on the unexpired 
term-of the other periodicals taken in the 
same home. But it will be almost necessary 
for subscribers to inform us whether or not 
they have two or more of the papers coming 
to their home—as it is impossible for us to 
know whether Mrs. Mary Jones is Mr. John 
Jones’ wife or the wife of some one else. 
If subscribers will only immediately give 
us this information, we will do our utmost 
here to give the proper credits. It will take 
time and it will take patience—but we will 
furnish the time if our subscribers will 
furnish the patience. 


In this issue will be found the Sunday- 
school and Christian Endeavor Notes writ- 
ten by Brother Hermon Eldredge, and the 
Primary and Junior Lesson materials, by 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock, for January. These les- 
sons would have appeared in the January 
issue of The Journal of Christian Educa- 
tion as formerly published. Instead, they 
are given here, and this issue of The Her- 
ald is being mailed out to Journal subscrib- 
ers. Superintendents and others receiving 
it should see that it is handed to their teach- 
ers who had been receiving The Journal of 
Christian Education. Hereafter these les- 
sons will appear in the new merged maga- 
zine issue of The Herald of Gospel Liberty, 
those for February being found in the mag- 
azine issue which will appear on January 5. 


Prairie Chapel, Western Indiana Confer- 
ence, is in the midst of a series of meetings 
in which the pastor, Mrs. Carrie Beaver, is 
preaching and conducting Bible studies. 

Johnsonburg, Pennsylvania, under the 
leadership of Rev. R. L. Downing, organized 
a Sunday-school that is promising, and the 
church attendance is increasing. For a time 
this church was without services, but the 
outlook now is good for the future. 

Rev. Thomas W. Crance, of Flemington, 
Missouri, recently closed a series of meet- 
ings with the Bethlehem Church near that 
place, in which he was assisted by Brother 
H. C. Replogle, singing evangelist of Ger- 
ster, Missouri. There were three additions 
and other good results from the meeting. 

Report has been received that Defiance, 
Elon, and Palmer colleges will have both 
student and faculty representation at the 
coming Student Volunteer Convention to be 
held in Detroit, Michigan, December 28 to 
January 1. Foreign Mission Secretary Min- 
ton wishes to announce that the Savoy Hotel 


ez 





is to be the headquarters of the Christian 
Church delegation. All who plan to attend 
the convention from our church should make 
their reservations at once with the hotel 
direct, and also send word of their plans to 
him. 

Dr. F. G. Coffin changes his address from 
Hot Springs, Arkansas, to 25 North Van 
Buren Street, Iowa City, Iowa. We are in- 
deed happy to say that Dr. Coffin is rapidly 
being restored to normal health, but more 
time and rest will be needed for the building 
up of his strength and making it permanent. 
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THOMAS B. RADABAUGH 


WE take pleasure in introducing our 
readers to Mr. Thomas B. Rada- 
baugh, the gentleman who comes to 
take the position made vacant by the 
resignation of Mr. A. F. Chase. Mr. 
Radabaugh is from West Milton, Ohio, 
where for years he and his brother 
have conducted a very successful job 
print and newspaper business. A few 
years ago Mr. Radabaugh was elected 
auditor of Miami County, which office 
he continued to fill through two suc- 
cessive terms. His genial personality, 
his experience in the printing business, 
and his ability and experience along 
other lines give promise of success in 
his new position, and we bespeak for 
him a most hearty welcome and earnest 
co-operation on the part of our people. 
From long personal acquaintance with 
him, the editor is confident that Mr. 
Radabaugh will earnestly strive to do 
his full part by the Publishing House 
and the church, and we trust that in 
this spirit he will be received by our 
churches and people everywhere. 
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An article by Dr. E. C. Fry will be found 
on page ten of this issue, which we are sure 
our readers will find well worthy their at- 
tention. It is certainly of great interna- 
tional significance that so deep a spirit of 
interest and friendship is being stirred up by 
the Christmas dolls, an account of which he 
gives in his article. 





Rev. Lester T. Proctor conducted a very 
helpful series of meetings covering two 
weeks of November at his church at Shiloh, 
Dayton. Some very helpful publicity matter 
was used and the life of the church deep- 
ened. On the closing Sunday seven were 
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added to the church membership, and others 
are to be received soon. 

The last of the group meetings held under 
the auspices of the woman’s board of the 
Miami Ohio Conference, was conducted De- 
cember 8 at Christiansburg, Rev. J. Wesley 
Yantis pastor. In spite of its having been 
the coldest day this winter, a goodly sized 
group of people was present and a most 
helpful program was conducted. 

Rev. M. W. Butler, of Gulph Mills Church, 
Conshohocken, Pennsylvania, is enjoying the 
work immensely. This is his second term as 
pastor in this field and the work is starting 
out in splendid fashion. Recently they had 
the pleasure of hearing Miss Lucy M. Eld- 
redge, who has just completed a trip to some 
of the churches in New York and New Jer- 
sey. 

Rev. D. P. Barrett, of Ponce, Porto Rico, 
who is now on furlough with his family here 
in the States, is being kept exceedingly busy 
by the churches of the South. He is not 
only engaged for practically every Sunday 
but has been attending nearly all of the con- 
ferences and women’s missionary gatherings 
held recently in that section. We are hear- 
ing good reports of the response to his mes- 
sages. 

Rev. Frank J. Wright, pastor at Cairo, 
Northwestern Ohio Conference, has written 
a very strong commendation of the new 
merged periodical for his church bulletin and 
is earnestly exhorting his membership to 
subscribe for it. We often wonder why more 
of our pastors do not make frequent men- 
tion of The Herald in their bulletins and oth- 
er publicity, as the paper would greatly help 
them in their work. 

A special service was held at Christian 
Chapel, Southern Ohio Conference, last Sat- 
urday night and Sunday morning, in which 
Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, the pastor, was 
assisted by Mr. and Mrs. Hermon Eldredge 
and Mr. and Mrs. O. S. Walker, of Dayton. 
On Sunday night the same group put on a 
similar program at the Russellville Church, 
of the same conference. 


The Christian Orphanage at Carversville, 
Pennsylvania, suffered the loss last week of 
the barn, which was entirely destroyed by 
fire and for a time it looked as if the entire 
orphanage would be burned. The work of 
the orphanage is being carried forward, the 
recent session of the Metropolitan Conven- 
tion asking the New England Convention to 
co-operate in its support and management. 

The Minutes of the Miami Ohio Christian 
Conference strike us as unusually attractive 
and serviceable this year. We want to speak 
especially of the statistical report. It was 
prepared on the typewriter by Brother John 
Thayer, the statistician of the conference, 
with infinite pains and care, and a graph 
was then made of it for the press. It is a 


laborious piece of work most carefully done. 


Pres. Alfred W. Hurst, of Palmer College, 
was elected to membership on the executive 
committee of the State Council of Religious 
Education at the recent State Convention, 

(Continued on page thirty-four) 
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Force the Prohibition Issue 


a crisis has been reached in the prohibition situa- 

tion, when, not only for the sake of prohibition but 
for the very integrity and safety of our nation itself, the 
political parties must be forced to face prohibition as an 
irrepressible national issue. For years The Herald has 
been insisting that prohibition will never be enforced 
satisfactorily, nor even attain to an undisputed place in 
our national laws and Constitution, until we have a Pres- 
ident in the: White House who is enthusiastically a prohi- 
bitionist and who will gather around him officials who 
will co-operate in the most outspoken and aggressive de- 
termination to enforce prohibition—men who will enforce 
it not because it is the law of the land but because they 
see and know that it is a good thing for the land and one 
of the sanest and most wholesome social adjustments and 
reformations which it is possible to conceive for modern 
life and modern institutions. Not until we have an Ad- 
ministration at Washington composed of men who believe 
in prohibition thus and look upon prohibition thus can 
we ever hope that the liquor question will be anything 
other than a continuous menace and a pestiferous aggra- 
vation and peril in our body politic. 


ROHIBITION was won by nonpartisan action, and 

it has been the idle hope of many, and seemingly of 

the Anti-Saloon League leaders themselves, that it could 
be permanently embedded into our national life as well 
as into our Constitution in the same manner. They have 
failed to perceive that the very moment prohibition was 
written into our Constitution its entire status was 
changed. It then became a part of our most fundamental 
and organic law in a way which called for party action. 
The political parties dared no longer, as parties, be vacil- 
lating and indifferent toward it; and the grave problems 
which have grown up out of the situation have come only 
because no political party has held itself responsible, or 
been willing to be held responsible, for the enforcement 
of this law—not even the party which by an unprece- 
dented vote has been entrusted by the people with the 
conduct of the Government and with the enforcement of 
law, this law as well as the rest of them. The entangle- 
ments of party politics are so ramifying and so embar- 
rassing to a President that no President is going to em- 
broil himself very deeply with the wet contingency of his 
own party unless his party, officially as a party, stands 
emphatically behind him in such a course. This is the 
very thing that the Republican Party is not doing, and 
it is the very thing that the Democratic Party would not 
do were it in power; for neither party, as a party, is 
either wet or dry. Up to the present, both have purposely 
evaded the issue, and thereby they have emasculated the 
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whole impact of government on this question. Hence we 
have the sorry spectacle of our Government struggling 
to make permanent the greatest reform that has ever 
been attempted by any nation, a reform made difficult of 
enforcement because of the desperate types which always 
have had such a preponderant place in the conduct of the 
liquor business and which have broken every law that 
ever was passed for the control or regulation of that 
business; and yet our Government has had to struggle 
alone against these unprincipled bootlegging thugs and 
murderers and common degenerates without the backing 
or the support of even the political party in power. We 
have seen these armed and murdering bootleggers and 
rum-runners defy our Government and ridicule and break 
the law, and have heard men of high places and period- 
icals of great repute give them words of comfort 
through the fierce denunciation of prohibition and the 
advocacy of nullification, and yet in spite of all this sting- 
ing humiliation of lawbreaking and defiance to which 
our Government is being subjected both political parties 
have been too craven to come to the defense of our na- 
tion’s honor and of our nation’s flag in a time like this. 
Not even has the party in power, entrusted with the dig- 
nity and honor of our nation, risen as a party in its 
strength and denounced and repudiated the sort of humil- 
iating and emasculating law-defiance under which our 
great Government is being so shamefully mistreated. 
There is where the trouble is, and the whole trouble. 
And the situation will get worse instead of better until 
the craven politicians are pushed aside and men come 
to the helm of the political parties who have courage 
enough and moral vision and purpose enough to place the 
party itself behind prohibition and prohibition enforce- 
ment. 


APIDLY in the last few weeks this fact has been 

emerging in public thinking—especially among our 
Christian leaders. Ringing editorials are beginning to 
appear in a few of the bolder religious periodicals de- 
manding that the Christian constituency of this country 
force the political parties to take up this issue and fight it 
out to its final consummation. A few men like Senator 
Borah are beginning to insist that the politicians shall no 
longer be permitted to hold the parties to a stultifying 
silence about a matter of such general interest and vital 
importance. And happily there are signs that the Anti- 
Saloon League and other prohibition organizations are 
beginning to see the light and to realize that there is 
utterly no hope of settling this question until some polit- 
ical party has manhood enough and vision enough to come 
out square and firm for prohibition. It is the most hope- 
ful situation which prohibition has seen since it was first 
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enacted into the Constitution. But what is needed now and what 
must quickly be brought to pass is that Christian men and women 
throughout the nation be stirred to bring such irresistible pressure 
to bear upon the parties that one or both of them will be simply 
forced to take its stand for prohibition and to fight it out on that 
issue in the coming political campaign, with a standard bearer who 
is at heart thoroughly and absolutely committed to prohibition and 
its enforcement. And this is as vital to the moral health and 
strength of the nation as it is to the permanency of prohibition 
itself. Says the highly esteemed and widely influential Christian 
leader, Dr. Daniel A. Poling, in an editorial in The Christian 
Herald for December 17: 


The dry leadership of Democracy must see to it that their wet 
opponents are outvoted next summer when the Democratic Party 
gathers to name the gentleman it would elect to succeed Calvin 
Coolidge. Dry Republicans must go out to achieve a similar result. 
In any other course lies the threat of an ultimate disaster to Amer- 
ican democracy as vast as would have been the destruction of 
George Washington’s armies. The issue is greater than prohibi- 
bition. Its ultimatum is ordered government or anarchy. 


E do net see how any thinking man can fail to see that that is 

true. It is no longer simply the matter of prohibition, as impor- 
tant as that is. The very honor and power of our nation has been 
challenged. The liquor forces have set out to prove that they are 
stronger than our Government and that it can enforce no law they 
do not approve. For our political parties to ignore such a situation 
would mean to start processes which would undermine our de- 
mocracy. This is why the parties must be forced to take action. 
But they will not take action unless the Christian people of this 
nation compel them to do so—and this we must do. Says Dr. 
Poling in his editorial: 

Our campaign must begin before the election of convention 
delegates. It must comprehend both parties. It would be a strate- 
gic blunder to concentrate on one and neglect the other. The ma- 
jority of both conventions will be dry unless the prohibition senti- 
ment of this country is left leaderless, unless those of us who have 
been entrusted with the task fail to mobilize the public conscience. 
Victory is within our grasp. The women have accepted its signifi- 
cant requirements. They have persistently refused to compromise. 
We have not made this issue; but if we face it in silence or if we 
reject its challenge, the issue will eventually unmake prohibition. 


Every reader of The Herald who believes in prohibition and 
loves his Government should join in an insistent and a persistent 
demand that his own party shall espouse and defend prohibition as 
a party issue in the next campaign. Begin this pressure at once 
on your local party committeemen. We must see to it that so much 
sentiment for party action is stirred up that the politicians simply 
will not dare to ignore it. Suppose such a course would split the 
parties—it would be the best thing that could happen to clear the 
moral atmosphere of our nation. 
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A Continuing Christmas 


AN is a strange being. He does so many inexplainable 
M things. We have just been thinking of this Christmas 

business, for instance. It seems to us so peculiar the man- 
ner in which so many of us have allowed this great Christian 
observance to become so commercialized that it is really a burden 
to us instead of the strength and joy that it was meant to be. Even 
the beautiful custom of sending Christmas greetings has become a 
costly and meaningless conventionality. The Christmas card, which 
was invented partly to relieve us of buying costly presents, has 
itself become so expensive as to be a burden and so’ numerous as 
to be a barren formality. Most of us burden ourselves at Christ- 
man time with trying to keep up the pace through giving costly 
presents, which we cannot afford to buy, to people who do not need 
them and who feel embarrassed by receiving them because it puts 
them just that much more in debt to us in an exchange of gifts 
which they feel too poor to keep up. Few of us have the courage 
to give a few simple gifts to the folks we want to give them to and 
who will enjoy receiving them. 

It is not in the commercialized Christmas—in the luxurious 
presents and the sinful waste of costly toys that tend to make 
little prigs and aristocrats out of our innocent children—that we 
really get our best Christmas joy at all. But rather is it in the 
spirit of good will towards folks, in the enlarged circles of love 
which run more freely towards others, in the forgetting of self 
for a little while in order that out of our own lives there may 
come blessing and happiness to those about us. Does it not seem 
strange, then, when men and women find such peculiarly rich com- 
pensation in this selfless Christmas ministry to the poor and the 
neglected and the lonely, that such should hold a minor place in our 
Christmas planning and our Christmas giving? Few of us have 
had the wisdom to apportion our Christmas gifts and our Christ- 
mas ministry to the homes and the places which will give us our- 
selves the greatest satisfaction and joy. 

And is it not strange indeed when we do find so much of the 
joy of the Christmas time in the spirit of selflessness, of thinking 
of others and planning for others, and of greeting every one with 
the cheery smile and the happy word of good wishes—isn’t it 
strange, we say, when we find these things so invigorating and 
happy on Christmas Day that we are so prone to let it stop there? 
If these things are good for ourselves and good for the world and 
we find happiness in them at Christmas time, why not have a con- 
tinuing Christmas the year around in which there shall be far 
more of selflessness, and far more of thoughtfulness and planning 
for others, and far more of the cheery smile and the happy good 
will regardless of moods or weather the whole long year round? 
Christmas is such a good and happy day, why not make it a con- 
tinuing day of peace and good will to all mankind? 


The Trend of Events 


Can the Denominations Eat the Communion Together? 

The Ohio Pastors’ Convention, which is held under the auspices 
of the Ohio Council of Churches, has been growing numerically 
and dynamically year by year, and the indications are that the 
gathering this year will exceed all others in both respects. It will 
be held in Columbus, January 23-26, and an unusually strong group 
of speakers has been secured, with topics covering almost every 
line of Christian activity. The central theme will be “Christian 
Unity”, a topic which fits in admirably with the general plan of 
the churches to observe 1930 as the nineteen hundredth anniversary 
of Pentecost. Men like Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, Dr. Robert E. 
Speer, Bishop Theodore S. Henderson; Dr. Walter S. Athearn, 
Dean of Boston University; Dr. Orvis F. Jordan, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Community Church Workers of the United States; and 
others of similar note—will lead the discussions. Pastors in Ohio 
will be missing a great inspiration if they fail to attend this con- 
vention. 

Inasmuch as the Lausanne gathering of the World Conference 
on Faith and Order last summer could not partake of the com- 
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munion together because of creedal obstacles, it is highly inter- 
esting and significant to know that one of the prominent features 
ef the Columbus Convention will be an interdenominational com- 
munion service. The program committee, composed of ministers 
of many denominations, voted unanimously that such a service 
should be held, and outstanding clergymen of many denominations 
are being invited to officiate. Preceding the service, an explana- 
tory statement will be made which will relieve from embarrassment 
anyone present who does not desire to participate. 

We have never been able to understand the mechanics of any 
Christian’s brain who, if he partakes of the communion at all, 
could justify himself in refusing to partake with other Christians 
of this sacred service commemorating the sacrificial death of his 
Lord and Master. It just simply does not seem possible that human 
thinking could be so far perverted by doctrinal teaching that it 
could not see the stultifying shame and disgrace of such division 
in the very presence of the death of Jesus Christ and in the use 
of the very symbols which commemorate that death. Such absolute 
perversion of the very character and nature of Jesus Christ should 

















no longer be permitted a place of decent and respectable standing 
in decent and respectable thinking in a State as enlightened as 
Ohio, and we are glad that the Ohio Council of Churches has had 
the courage and good sense to make Christians face the issue. 

There is utterly no hope under heaven of evangelizing China 
and India and Japan or of meeting successfully the inroads which 
modern philosophy here in America is making into the very vitals 
of Christianity, if the followers of Jesus Christ themselves do not 
stop such inexcusable and unpardonably stupid and unchristian 
conduct among themselves as refusal to eat together the sacred 
emblems of our Lord’s death. Such indoctrinated bigotry might 
have done in the benighted Dark Ages, but it is nothing less than 
fatal misrepresentation of the very spirit and nature of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ in an enlightened civilization like our own. It is 
not a question of Christian unity at all, but that of saving Chris- 
tianity from destruction in a modern world. If Christians cannot 
even eat the communion together, there is utterly no hope for the 
gospel in an intelligent civilization. 


Universal Week of Prayer, January 1 to January 7 


Throughout the world churches are beginning to look forward 
to and plan for the Week of Prayer, which has become such a 
great institution of infilling and uplift and such a means of draw- 
ing the churches of all lands into a sense of nearness and kinship. 
We trust that our own pastors and churches are planning to jcin 
in this circle of prayer, and that individuals also will use the topics 
in their daily devotions. The Commission on Evangelism and Life 
Service, of the Federal Council of Churches, in sending out prayer 
topics and other suggestions, says: 


The devotional program here presented will not only be circu- 
lated through all English speaking lands, but will be translated for 
use in over fifty countries. He whose right it is to rule desires 
us to be one in prayer “that the world may know.” All things are 
possible when Christians agree and not before. Never was the 
need more urgent. 

The supreme need of the hour is for a personal experience in 
the things of God. Until we ourselves have come into vital rela- 
tionship with him as Savior and Lord we cannot hope to carry for- 
ward any great and lasting movement for the betterment of the 
world. To know him, whom to know aright is life eternal, must 
be the basis of all our endeavor. The Church cannot hope suc- 
cessfully to combat the spirit of lawlessness and of international 
suspicion until there is peace within her own borders. She must 
set the example for peace on earth and good will among men. 

The prayer topics which will be used throughout Christendom 
are as follows: 

Sunday, January 1, Texts Suggested for Sermons and Addresses: 
Isaiah 55:3. John 14:1. John 15:14. 2 Corinthians 4: 5. 
Monday, Thanksgiving and Humiliation. Psalm 27. Ezekiel 37: 
1-14. Daniel 9: 3-10, 17-19. John 17: 20-26. Ephesians 4: 1-5. 
Tuesday, The Universal Church. Psalm 97. Psalm 90. John 14. 1 
Corinthians 13. Colossians 3: 1-17. Philippians 2: 1-18. 
Wednesday, Nations and Governments. Deuteronomy 30. Joshua 
24: 14-28. Psalm 23. Isaiah 41: 1-16. 2 Corinthians 4. 
Thursday, Missions. Isaiah 49: 1-18, and 4. Matthew 28. 
1: 1-12. Romans 10. 
Friday, Families, Schools, and Universities. 1 Samuel 1: 21-28. 
Hebrews 12: 14-28. 2 Timothy 1 and 2. 1 John 2: 1-17. 
Saturday, Missions in the Homeland. Romans 5. Psalm 34. 1 
Corinthians 16: 1-9. 2 Corinthians 9. 


Acts 


Let the United States at Least Be Tactful 


An editorial in The Ohio Christian News calls attention to two 
most serious blunders in publicity which appeared in the press in 
connection with Armistice Day. It says: “On Armistice Day, when 
all the world was celebrating the peace that descended upon us 
nine years ago, two news articles bearing on the international re- 
lations of the United States appeared in the press. One told of 
the launching on the preceding day of the navy’s newest submarine, 
the largest vessel of that class in the world. The other was a 
story from Washington stating, on the authority of ‘circles close 
to the White House’... . that the present Administration during 
its remaining months will embrace no international peace pro- 
posals.” Such announcements coming on Armistice Day, are little 
less than. an actual affront to the peace-loving nations of the 
earth. It is serious enough when this great American nation 
builds the largest submarine in the world, and thus sets a new 
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example and costlier pace for the other nations in war prepared- 
ness; but its launching should by all means have been provided for 
at some other time than a close proximity to Armistice Day— 
which, in a significant measure, is tending to become dedicated to 
the thoughts of peace and the horrors of war the world over. And 
if the President has made up his mind not to have anything to do 
with suggestions for outlawing war like that of Foreign Minister 
Briand of France, he could hardly have chosen a more ill-advised 
time to make it known than during Armistice Week. It is just 
such acts as these, and such seeming indifference on the part of 
our high officials to the hopes and sensibilities of the peace lovers 
of the world, which cause such a widespread suspicion of the sin- 
cerity of America’s peace pretentions. Loudly our President and 
our people acclaim the hostility of this nation to war and its fond 
desires for peace; but other nations consider our actions far more 
than they do our words. And we need only to put ourselves in 
their places to realize how rudely such announcements broke into 
the sadness and the sublimity of the Armistice spirit. Says The 
News: 

To get some idea of the effect of these two announcements on 
the world at large, let us suppose that it had been Japan who made 
them. Suppose, on the day when the whole world’s thoughts were 
presumably given to peace, that nation had simultaneously an- 
nounced the launching of the most powerful submarine afloat and 
served notice that its mind was closed for a period of a year and 
four months to any proposals whatsoever looking toward world 
peace. Can you imagine the tone of American editorial comment 
upon such circumstances? Should it occasion any surprise if com- 
ment in other countries on the American announcements is of sim- 
ilar character? ne 

We would not be misunderstood as thinking that the Administra- 
tion is planning to make war on anyone. On the contrary, we be- 
lieve that American public sentiment, among our political leaders 
as well as among the people at large, is preponderantly in favor 
of peace. But we do believe that our political leaders ought to use 
the utmost possible tact to insure that people in other countries are 
not led into a wrong understanding of the American attitude. 


SS 

Under the auspices of the Dayton Council of Churches, a most 
inspiring noonday meeting was held in a centrally located theater 
of our city on Armistice Day. The address was delivered by Judge 
Florence Allen, of the Supreme Court of Ohio. We doubt if it was 
surpassed in keen logic, in persuasive argument, and in moving ap- 
peal by any other address delivered in America that day—and 
doubtless it was equaled by few. Judge Allen not only has most 
unexceptionable analytical powers but she also has a woman’s heart, 
and. both her power of logic and feeling have been dedicated to the 
cause of peace in a most forceful way. She made plain to her audi- 
ence the fact that only through the pressure of public opinion by 
the peoples of the nations can we hope to force the governments of 
the world to outlaw war and establish an atmosphere and ma- 
chinery of peace. At the close of her remarkably fine address, 
Dr. Daniel Brownlee, secretary of the Dayton Council of Churches, 
read resolutions memorializing the President and Congress to enter 
into an arrangement with France along the lines of the Briand 
proposal. These resolutions were unanimously adopted as the sen- 
timent of the large audience which had gathered to hear the 
address. 
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The fact that the New York Bible Society circulates nearly a 
million copies of Scriptures a year in sixty-seven different lan- 
guages to the immigrants, the seamen, the sick in our hospitals, 
the prisoners, and in raised type for the blind is both an indication 
of the great work which that society is doing and also of the 
metropolitan character of our modern cities. Each of our great 
cities is in reality a miniature world, so far as races, nationali- 
ties, and types go. 
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Perhaps there is no other one class of unfortunates about 
whom less is known by the average reader than the lepers; but it 
is good to know that there is a special American Mission to Lepers 
which is devoted to the welfare of these most pitifully unfortunate 
folks. It now cares for twenty thousand, scattered in eighteen 
countries throughout the world. 














ID you ever think how much _ those 

words mean to us all? Merry Christ- 

mas! How we all delight to have our 
friends address us with that beautiful 
phrase. Those words seem to have a mystic 
charm about them. They make us forget 
the cold. They make us unmindful of the 
pains for the time being. They even have 
such a charm as to make us oblivious of our 
eroubles. Yes, every one has his own trou- 
bles. No one is immune, for trouble is the 
seasoning element in life. But somehow 
people manage to a great extent to forget 
their troubles at Christmas time. At other 
times so many people think only of their 
troubles and forget their blessings. 

The very atmosphere seems charged with 
a spirit of good-will and generosity during 
the Christmas season. Christmas seems to 
put a new meaning into life. Surely every 
one thanks God for Christmas, for the day 
seems to change the very attitude of peo- 
ple toward each other and toward life in 
general. It is very difficult for even a self- 
ish person not to be generous at Christmas 
time. Few people are so self-centered but 
that they think of others and desire to make 
others happy on Christmas Day. Then it is 
that nearly every one realizes how much 
more blessed it is to give than to receive. 
How to make some one else happy seems to 
be the Christmas objective. 

Is it not a pity that Christmas cannot 
come every day? Why should not people al- 
ways be solicitous of their friend’s happiness 
and welfare? Why should not the Christmas 
spirit be manifest every day of the year? 
Why should not the Christmas spirit of in- 
terest, good will, and love for others find 
definite form of expression every day of the 
year as well as on Christmas? Would not 
this be a happy world if everybody kept the 
Christmas spirit throughout the year? 
Would it not be almost heaven itself? Jesus 
intended that the Christmas spirit should be 
present in every life every day. The world 
celebrates Christ’s birth on Christmas Day 
by banishing selfishness and indifference, 
and by enthroning love, cheer, and good will 
everywhere. So the Christian should cele- 
brate every day Christ’s birth in his life by 
banishing selfishness and indifference, and 
by enthroning love, cheer, and good will in 
his heart. 

Christ would have us carry the Christmas 
spirit throughout every day in the year, to 
bring good cheer and happiness with us 
wherever we go. That was the purpose and 
mission of his coming. That is the very 
heart throb of his teachings. 

Christ’s coming did not simply make his 
birthday sacred. His coming made every 
day sacred. Every day is a sacred trust to 
us to be used in a way that will honor God 
by reason of our bringing peace, joy, love, 
happiness, and help to his children. What 
right has any person to want to live another 
day, if he be not moved with the sincere de- 


If Christ Had Not Come 


BY REV. ROY C. HELFENSTEIN, D. D. 


sire to bring happiness and cheer to some 
one else in that day? Christmas makes us 
think of others instead of thinking just of 
self. So also does Christ whose birth Christ- 
mas celebrates. 


But have you ever asked yourself the 
question, “What if Christ had not come?” 


If he had not come, there would be no 
Christmas. How poor the year would be 
without Christmas. For the Christmas an- 
ticipations begin early, and the Christmas 
memories linger long. But if Christ had not 
come, we would have no Christmas. 


If Christ had not come, much of the best 
of the world’s literature would never have 
been written; for both poets and writers of 
prose have found that the fire of inspiration 
burned the brightest as they mused upon the 
life of the man of Galilee. If Christ had 
not come, we would have no New Testament, 
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T THINK, when Christ grew up to be 
A dreamy lad in Galilee, 
And twilight made the kitchen dim, 
And Mary was alone with him, 

They talked of simple things. 


And always, on his Birthday Night, 
She'd tell him of one Star's strange 
light, 3 
And of a manger where he'd lain, 
A rosebud blooming in the grain, 
And of glad carolings, 


Of angels in the winter sky; 

And how the shepherd lads came by 

To see the Babe, and brought him milk 

And new-born lambs, as soft as silk— 
But not a word of Kings, 


Or gold, or frankincense, or myrrh 

Fell from the eager lips of her; 

And as she drew him to her knees, 

It seemed she had forgotten these 
As unimportant now. 


“There was no splendor at thy birth, 
Except the star above the earth; 
Except the song that filled the skies; 
Except the love in human eyes— 

All simple things, somehow!” 


She never added, *“‘Magi came 

Some twelve days hence—as bright as 
flame 

Their jeweled garments—and they bore 

Rich gifts unto the manger door 


And unto thee did bow!” 


She only said, ‘Remember, child, 
To love all simple things, and mild. 
But then, I know thou wilt,”” she said, 
And led him gently off to bed 

And dreams of Bethlehem. 


And so it was, in after days, 
He spoke to men in simple ways; 
Told parables of lambs and seeds; 
Made miracles of human deeds, 
And freely gave of them. 
Father, help us this day to see 
How wise was his simplicity! 
—Violet Alleyn Story, in 
The New York Times. 
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and many of the world’s classics would not 
have been written. 

If Christ had not come, much of the best 
in art would never have been produced; for 
the master artists have painted with a pow- 
er not their own when they sought to por- 
tray the life of the humble Galilean. If 
Christ had not come, many of the walls in 
the famous Louvre now decorated with mas- 
terpieces of the past would be bare. How 
poor the art museums of the world would be, 
if Christ had not come. The masterpieces 
of Michelangelo, and Raphael in the Vati- 
can galleries in Rome, as well as the world’s 
famous paintings of the Florentine and Um- 
brian masters, all represent events from the 
life of Christ. 

If Christ had not come, then much of the 
best in the world of music would never have 
been composed. Handel’s famous Messiah 
oratorio would never have been produced, 
and so with the other great masterpieces of 
music. Their authors received the inspira- 
tion that lifted them above the world of dis- 
cords and placed them in the realm of spir- 
itual harmonies as they meditated on that 
matchless life of the man of Galilee, the 
Son of God. 

If Christ had not come, then the count- 
less hymns that have cheered our discour- 
aged spirits, and put hope in the hearts of 
millions in despair would never have been 
written. Think what the world owes to 
music for its power to make pure and strong 
the human soul. And what does music at 
its best not owe to the person of Christ for 
the source of its inspiration. 

When do players rise even above their 
own best? It is when they play some mel- 
ody of the soul inspired by the Master of the 
souls of men; it is when they play music 
that has for its theme the person or love of 
Christ. And if he had not come, they could 
not thus be sung. When do singers sing 
even better than their best? It is when 
they sing music that has for its theme and 
message the love of him who gave himself 
that all might be saved to serve and that 
all might be blessed in his coming. 

If Christ had not come, then love would 
have been largely a stranger to human 
hearts; for very, very little had ever been 
said about man’s love for his fellow-men 
until Jesus came. Love alone is the basis of 
a happy life, the basis of a happy 
home, the basis of a happy society. 
When love is betrayed, it takes something 
more than a book of highly imaginative fic- 
tion showing how some other life has risen 
above its disappointments—it takes some- 
thing more than that to make happy and 
hopeful the heart. It takes the story of a 
love that will never let go—the story of 
Jesus, the faithful lover of all and the Sav- 
ior of all who respond to his love. But if 
Christ had not come, the true emphasis on 
the commandment, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself”, might never have been 
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sounded in human ears. That old command- 
ment seemed cold and formal until the light 
of the life of Christ was shed upon it. 

If Christ had not come, then we would 
have no hospitals of mercy, no Christian 
colleges and schools, no Y. M. C. A., no 
churches, . 

But thank God he came—Christ came and 
he brings a little bit of heaven with him 
wherever he goes. Can you imagine what 
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it would be to live in a Christless world? 

The gospel of Christ is the only power 
that can bring the nations of the world to- 
gether in a common brotherhood. And as 
the nations of the world crown Jesus king, 
and make him the silent dictator in all inter- 
national relationships, the reign of univer- 
sal peace will come. For “Unto the world 
has been born in the city of David, a Sav- 
ior which is Christ the Lord.” 


The Christmas Way 


BY REV. EUGENE H. RAINEY 


N a world where things get the main at- 
| tention to the neglect of principles and 

truth, where materialism predominates in 
thought and action, many souls lose their 
bearings; and the many queries that come 
from all classes in our time point out the 
fact that no less catastrophe has come upon 
us. Numbers of people find themselves in 
the predicament of the child in the dark, of 
the mariner in thick fog, or of the student 
before unsolved problems. The way out 
seems very, very hard, if indeed it is at all 
possible to resolve the difficulty. As Christ- 
mas approaches, multitudes will be seeking 
to know better the way to him who said, “I 
am the way, the truth, and the life”. Not 
only will this be true of the believers and 
those who are devout at heart, but the skep- 
tic, the discouraged, and those ordinarily in- 
different will also pause amid the celebra- 
tion of the season to give an honest en- 
quiry. 

One can think of no more valuable knowl- 
edge than that which leads to the proper 
understanding of Christ. Studert-Kennedy, 
speaking as a man of science and a theo- 
logian, says, “In Christ the true nature of 
the world is progressively revealed to us. 
We only see things truly as we see them all 
in him. Nothing which is of the nature of 
reality lies outside the scope of the Chris- 
tian hypothesis of life.” Professor Porter 
of Yale in an address on the “Christian 
Way” begins by saying that Christianity is 
more than knowing about Jesus or of know- 
ing his teachings; it is knowing Christ him- 
self. Thus great men of God come to the 
conclusion that knowing Jesus is eternal 
life, even as he said. 

But how hard it seems for one in this 
utilitarian age to understand the Master! 
A high authority says that the best sermon 
of recent months is the one by Dr. Pierce, 
the President’s pastor, from the topic, “The 
Mystery of Jesus”. This title is suggestive 
and the preacher goes on to say that we have 
not yet been able to fathom the depths of 
this great personality of our Lord. When 
asked what new or unique thing Jesus 
brought to the world, Professor Deissman, 
who is recognized as one of the world’s 
greatest theologians, replied, “It was him- 
self”; and here every authority seems will- 
ing to rest the cause. 

Other men have done great things, many 
have taught great things, but only Jesus 


achieved true greatness. China had a 
Golden Rule for centuries before Christ and 
still it is taught there on the authority of 
Confucius, the most respected person in 
Chinese opinion. The Jewish rabbis taught 
essentially the same moral truths that Jesus 
did. A comparison of the impression made 
on the world by the Golden Rule of Christ 
and that of Confucius, and the effect of the 
same truths utterea by a rabbi and Jesus, 
will quickly convince one that Jesus was 
the supreme person of history—the perfect 
type. The effect of his teachings from the be- 
ginning is because of his marvelous personal- 
ity. He taught as one of authority, and was a 
much greater than the things he has yet 
been able to accomplish through stubborn 
human wills. No intelligent criticism has 
ever yet arisen against him. Find him and 
you will have found the WAY. 

To both the casual and the careful observ- 
er one of the most striking things about Je- 
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BENEATH THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM 
BIRDS fly: far beneath the star of Bethlehem 


Their song is lost amid the ceaseless beats 
Of grinding mills and rush of city streets, 
Love, come to earth, 

Bring brotherhood and mirth. 

Men wait: far beneath the star of Bethlehem 
Their souls are lost amid the endless roar 
Of competition and the toll of madmen’s war, 
Love, come to earth, 

Bring brotherhood and mirth. 


Birds sing: far beneath the star of Bethlehem 

Their song is heard amid the upward strain 

Of hopeful men who work with hand and 
brain. 

Love, come to earth, 

Bring brotherhood and mirth. 


—Life and Labor Bulletin. 
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sus is found in the extremes of his character. 
He was the lordly, the exalted one, and yet 
he served the lowliest, showing his humility 
by washing the Disciples’ feet. He was both 
powerful and tender, grave and sober, bear- 
ing the burdens of the world’s sin, at the 
same time showing to a pleasure-mad world 
that there is a larger joy in wholesome 
friendships, in giving up petty ambitions, in 
conquering Selfish desires by ceasing to wor- 
ry, and by gaining lasting satisfaction 
in doing the important duties of life. 
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He so reveled in doing his.Father’s 
will that this brought him more pleas- 
ure than eating and drinking. He who 
taught not to strike back had such a 
piercing look when righteous indignation 
arose that he could look a mob in the face at 
Nazareth until no one dared touch him. Just 
the offended look of his countenance was 
enough to enable him to drive forth from 
the temple, single-handed, groups of men en- 
gaged in big graft protected by religious 
custom. 

In seeking the way of the Master one must 
not forget to sympathize. So striking was 
this characteristic of his that an entirely 
new appraisal of the individual has been the 
result. Coming into a world of oppression 
at a time when one-half of the population 
was subject to the other half, he set about 
the task of elevating man to a sense of kin- 
ship with the Divine. His spirit of brother- 
hood permeated the Christian community. 
No one was too high or too low, too help- 
less or too strong, to be served and respect- 
ed. But such a spirit has always faced an 
archenemy: From the beginning until now 
brotherly love has had to fight greed, ha- 
tred, and beastly passions. In the list of 
Love’s enemies must be added those who do 
not care. Jesus taught that it is as bad to 
be unconcerned as it is to be impure or an- 
tagonistic to the things of God. Leaders in 
1927 agree that our only hope is an aggres- 
sive Christian brotherhood willing to work 
and to sacrifice until the acute ills of so- 
ciety—like disputes between capital and la- 
bor, war and its whole list of kindred evils, 
along with many other unkind and impure 
deeds—shall infest the earth no more. 

Jesus’ sympathy for the individual is 
matched by what he expects from the in- 
dividual. All social evils come from individ- 
ual sins. In finding a way for the King- 
dom to expand on earth one has to take 
into account sins that root deep in the heart 
of the individual. In Christ’s philosophy of 
life there is one big truth that will help 
more than anything else toward this end, 
and that is to consider his God-consciousness. 
In every thought or deed he felt the pres- 
ence of God. The individual who thinks thus 
will act in the best possible way; for, in the 
act of worship and obedience, we become 
like the being worshiped. Jesus could look 
about him and feel the sacred nearness of 
the Father in the birds of the air, the grass 
and flowers of the field, and picture in the 
fallen a potential child of God. In his 
prayer-life he demonstrated how he depend- 
ed upon the Father to guide him. In his 
marvelous prayer for the disciples he spoke 
of the great purpose of his life, that they 
might be one even as he was one with the 
Father. Later on this idea is amplified by 
Paul, showing how that in a sense we all 
possess a spark of divinity, being heirs of 
God and joint heirs with Jesus. This at-one- 
ment with God serves to explain the atone- 
ment of Christ, the foundation of our salva- 
tion whereby he has made it possible that 
we may all be saved. Searchers for the way 
of life must come to experience this oneness 
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with God and Christ, and then the mys- 
tery will be solved. 

No account of the Christian way can ig- 
nore the main guide, LOVE. In his abnega- 
tion and limitless love Christ reaches the 
pinnacle of man and becomes the great re- 
vealer of God. Following his Way we learn 
that it is more blessed to give that to re- 
ceive. Just here all noisy charity dwindles 
into nothingness as our Friend and Savior 
speaks: “When thou doest alms, let not thy 
left hand know what thy right doeth.” In 
the hours of cruelest punishment he forgot 
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his pain to make provision for his mother; 
and then, with dying words, prays for his 
enemies with a love that caused him to be 
concerned for their souls. Love, and love 
alone, holds the key to an understanding of 
the Master. Seeker after the Truth, remem- 
ber the words of a great soul: “Jesus is 
known as much as he is loved”. And at 
Christmas, 1927— 


“Behold him now where he comes, 

Not the Christ of our subtle creeds, 

But the light of our hearts, of our homes, 
Of our hopes, our prayers, our needs.” 


Atwood, Illinois. 


Some International Peace Tendencies in 1927 


BY WILLIAM C. ALLEN 


becoming more stabilized. Production 

in Europe is slowly increasing. A 
more kindly public opinion regarding tar- 
iffs and debts is noticeable. Such an eco- 
nomic and financial situation should make 
for a self-interest that will tend to depre- 
cate resort to war. Big business—excepting 
dividend-seeking armanent and munition 
concerns—wants peace. The Department of 
Commerce of the United States reports that 
our net tourist expenditures in 1926 fell only 
$42,000,000 short of our interest receipts 
from abroad. Europe, today, and in the fu- 
ture, will want our tourist money, and we 
will want our interest returns on foreign in- 
vestments. This situation constitutes an- 
other valid reason for all hands being inter- 
nationally good. There has been a great in- 
crease of American investments abroad. 
These loans assist in the rehabilitation of 
Europe. It is stated that at the close of 
1926 foreign deposits in American banks ag- 
gregated $1,443,000,000 and that foreigners 
also had on deposit with American agents, 
stocks and bonds of the United States 
amounting to $1,878,000,000. Such finan- 
cial conditions, outside of moral considera- 
tions, should create at home and abroad a 
demand for the maintenance of peace. 


FE bostming currencies are gradually 


John D. Rockefeller, Jr., has recently do- 
nated $1,750,000 to the University of Cali- 
fornia, for the erection of a dormitory to 
accommodate five hundred men and women 
students. Provision will be made for three 
hundred foreign students from numerous 
countries, the balance to be residents of the 
United States. This “International House” 
is intended to promote world friendship. Its 
possibilities are great. 


Oo 

Many college young people’s groups have 
this year observed “Goodwill Sunday”. They 
have emphasized “the need of sympathetic 
understanding between racial and national 
groups, and the desire of American youth to 
live at peace with their fellows”. In May 
eleven universities sent delegates to a con- 
vention held at Syracuse University. Dr. 


William E. Lingelbach, when addressing the 
1927 graduating class of the University of 
Pennsylvania, asserted, “The movement to 


outlaw war is growing rapidly. . . through 
sheer force of economic necessity. What is 
needed is conscientious and intelligent citi- 
zenship.” Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, Presi- 
dent of Stanford University, devoted his 
1927 commencement address to Pacific and 
Far-eastern relations. In conclusion he said, 
“Certainly future generations will not be 
justified in forgiving us unless we make a 
gallant attempt to solve the difficulties of 
the Pacific. We shall call upon the youth of 
America for that vision, without which we 
perish.” 


o 

The doll friendship mission to Japan 
proved to be a great success. At Tokyo dolls 
sent by the children of America were re- 
ceived in the big theater. The Japanese 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the American 
Ambassador, a Japanese child, and an 
American child made the principal ad- 
dresses. 


The Institute of Pacific Relations, held 
in Honolulu during the summer of 1927, at- 
tended by eminent representatives from 
many countries surrounding the Pacific 
Ocean, was untrammeled by diplomats. It 
succeeded in enlarging mutual understand- 
ing in that dangerous political economic 
area. It developed a feeling of friendli- 
ness between Asia, America, Australia, and 
New Zealand. 
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STAR OF THE EAST 
TAR of the East, that long ago 
Brought wise men on their way 
Where, angels singing to and fro, 
The Child of Bethlehem lay— 
Above that Syrian hill afar 
Thou shinest out tonight, O Star! 


Star of the East, the night were drear 
But for the tender grace 

That with thy glory comes to cheer 
Earth's loneliest, darkest place; 

For by that charity we see 

Where there is hope for all and me. 


Star of the East! show us the way 
In wisdom undefiled 
To seek that manger out and lay 
Our gifts before the child— 
To bring our hearts and offer them 
Unto our King in Bethlehem! 
—Eugene Field. 
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Goodwill organizations throughout the 
world during the past year have received 
much consideration. Possibly our own free 
country, which relatively knows so little of 
the meaning of war, has in some unhappy 
instances proved the exception. In the larg- 
er countries, war-resisters’ unions have se- 
cured hundreds of thousands of pledges not 
to participate in warfare or preparation 


therefor. 
oO 


The League of Nations has been pushing 
a propaganda against armaments. It is de- 
veloping a wide international co-ordination 
in many ways. While the United States 
Government does not officially recognize the 
League, twenty commissioners and commit- 
tees from our country, official or otherwise, 
have increasingly been influencing its de- 
liberations and _ policies. 


oO 


As more is understood about war, its con- 
duct and futility, our jingoes and pacificists 
are doing some very hard thinking. Day by 
day during the Great War $215,000,000 each 
day was destroyed. Day by day members of 
different denominations drove their bayo- 
nets into the hearts of the boys of their own 
religious fellowship, urged on by propagan- 
da, much of which has since proved to be 
false. Improved means of destruction—gas, 
bombs, submarines, airplanes, machine 
guns—mean that in another conflict count- 
less millions of men, women, and children, 
mostly innocent, must go down in starva- 
tion, hatreds, and ruin. These things fright- 
en men and women as they reflect upon their 
obligations to civilization and to their own 
national life. These considerations are cre- 
ating a demand for the application of judi- 
cial or arbitral—in other words, Christian— 
substitutes for force. 

oO 

Protests with respect to some of our Lat- 
in-American relations, by church and secu- 
lar papers throughout the United States, 
have been increasing. The clouding of some 
of the real issues involved in despatches 
supporting some of these policies, including 
new efforts to coerce Mexico, have all point- 
ed to an awakening international conscience 
in the United States. There is a tendency 
to a similar reaction as to the possible in- 
justices connected with what is called im- 
perialism among secular and church groups 
in England. 

Not a few of the leading church papers 
of the United States are attacking efforts 
in our country to militarize our high schools. 
To illustrate: Dr. Hugh, the noted Method- 
ist minister of Detroit is quoted by -The 
Western Christian Advocate as follows: 
“Before the war less than 200 officers were 
engaged in giving military training in our 
schools. Now there are nearly 2,000. ... 
Germany in its most belligerent days never 
gave military training to the boys corre- 
sponding to those in our high schools.” An 
increasing anxiety on the part of church 
leaders of the United States regarding the 
psychological effect of military training in 

(Continued on page twenty-four) 
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At Prayer Time 


But we have the mind of Christ.—1 Cor. 
2: 16. 
oO 


Doubtful, isn’t it, that such a statement 
can be made broadly to the Christian world 
today? 

It is really a hard thing to say just what 
we mean by “the mind of Christ”. A good 
many claims have been made for that. If 
we undertake to support any one of them, 
or any set of them, to the exclusion of the 
others it is likely that soon we would have 
the “mind of Christ” quite endangered as 
far as our spirit would be concerned. 

But there is an ideal here, and it is worth 
thinking about. 

A few weeks ago there was issued a new 
pamphlet in the Christianity and Industry 
series; its caption is “Religion and Social 
Justice’, and is written by Sherwood Eddy. 
If you have seen it, you have probably been 
deeply impressed with the opening state- 
ments that Mr. Eddy makes about himself. 
His personal reference is without show and 
given for purposes of illustration and point. 

Mr. Eddy looked upon the economic con- 
dition of the people in his own country. He 
found what the most of the people were real- 
ly living upon. His home and his plane of 
living were higher than that. He decided 
to move from his apartment home in the 
suburbs of New York City into a five-room 
house like those that are built by the City 
Housing Corporation for persons of mod- 
erate means. Why? Well, his reasons 
seemed to be thoroughly Christian ones—hu- 
man ones. Better to rent his apartment, 
turning the income from that into Christian 
channels, and to accept the living stand- 
ards—at least attempt to—of the vast num- 
ber of people who had to live simply. 

That seems to give a good instance of 
what we can call “the mind of Christ”. It 
certainly is not typical of the mind of most 
people even in this enlightened and oft- 
called-Christian age. Mr. Eddy does not in- 
sist that others who are well to do should do 
likewise. Too many things are involved to 
make such a proposition logical perhaps. 
It simply is a statement he makes about his 
own observation and decision as a Christian 
man who has faced the problem of living as 
it concerns the ordinary man. 


oO 


“As brothers of the Son of Man 
Rise up, O men of God.” 


oO 


If we were to attempt to suggest what we 
may ofttimes mean when we use the term, 
“the mind of Christ”, would this satisfy 
you? An evidence of the mind of Christ is 
an awareness of the problem of righteous- 
ness in the world and a willingness to do 
something about it. 

You will soon want to revise and expand 
this statement, but it will serve to start 
with. The instance of decision sighted 


above is but one of many that could be given 





if we were to look far enough. Some weeks 
ago the name of a man who has given large- 
ly to our church enterprises was mentioned. 
It was said of him that the increase of his 
resources did not cause him to set corre- 
spondingly higher standards for his living; 
he is now living in a modest home in order 
that he can better use the money that is in 
his hands. Fine, isn’t it? 

One of our Ohio financiers a few months 
ago wrote an article about the way men do 
when fortune turns their way. One of the 
first things the man suggested was, a man 
who becomes financially successful buys or 
builds a house far larger than he has any 
use for and equips it with furnishings that 
exceed or disregard values of usefulness. 
Other extravagances were mentioned, but 
they need not be recalled here. For we want 
merely to see that there is a difference in 
the ways men seek to direct that thing that 
is in their hands as far as the real problem 
of living is concerned-—whether directed by 
human interests or by a relative indifference 
to them. When we have seen this, there is 
but the simple conclusion to draw that one 
or the other of these types represents every 
one of us—or else we play between them 
with probable leanings toward the personal- 
ly interested and indulgent type. It does 








(r =~ 
THE WISE MEN’S QUEST 


Gods guiding star is over us, if we but 
lift our eyes, 

And wise men still, who seek his will, 
Find many a glad surprise. 
To pilgrims seeking holy quest—the 

goal at last in view— 
Like stars at night, heaven’s tapers 


= 
Shall gleam a welcome true. 


Then let us fare upon our way, while 
our best gifts we bring: 
The journey past, we'll share at last 
The glory of our king. 
—Edmund L. Smiley. 
.: J) 




















not wholly matter how much money we have, 
nor how successful our own enterprise may 
be. For the most part, we are one or the 
other: we either seek to live, give, and serve 
the cause of right among men, or we live 
unto ourselves with interest in our work 
merely as a means of personal advance- 


ment and indulgence. 
oS 


But there is a lack of something quite 
vital so far in our meditation. Merely to 
serve the cause of right in the world may 
seem to be quite indefinite. Two great real- 
ities gave substance to this with Jesus. One 
was the Father, the other was Man, his 
brother. 

We need to think this over and over 
again. Jesus rarely thought of God as be- 
ing aside from the world. That which was 
wrong was not in accord with the Infinite 
will and purpose that Christ felt to be thor- 
oughly in the world. Disease and want, 
crime and indifference, or any other set of 
circumstances that meant a dwarfing of the 
human spirit, were things to be removed. 
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If one will study what we may here call the 
At Prayer Time periods in the life of Je- 
sus, you will find with most of them that 
an instance of some unjust human struggle 
was near at hand, either just met or soon 
to come. Little use to enlarge on this. It 
just seems a fact that we cannot separate 
the great concourses of Jesus with his Fa- 
ther from the actual situations that were 
embarrassing the spiritual realities of men. 

Some just criticism can be raised against 
our reasoning, it is true; some will at once 
raise the question, “Well, if men were actu- 
ally all right, and our human _ probiems 
solved, would there be no further call for 
the relationships that Jesus shared with 
God.” 

We will not answer that question. It has 
a caution in it. But with that caution raised, 
it permits this further statement: An evi- 
dence of the mind of Christ is that even our 
religion will be an awareness of the problem 
of righteousness, and it will be an enter- 
prise of our doing something about it. 

But is that not the very thing that we are 
about? Indeed, it seems a little hard to 
say, sometimes. For we inject so much effort 
in our partial circles, and in our special ob- 
jectives that we almost seem to lose the 
sense of our relation to the whole cause of 
spiritual morality. 

Cc 
Christ was a scholar; not untutored, he 
Confuted Sadducees; like Rabbi, read 
And taught within the temple. It is said 
He knew the law and prophets; learnedly 
Expounded them. From them unerringly 
He plucked his gospel, set it in their stead, 
From legal goodness to the spirit led. 
Some one trained Jesus, not untutored he. 


But deeper knowledge had he of the soul, 

To cure all evil, make rent peoples whole. 

“Thy neighbor love as though thyself.” “So 
do 


To others as you would they do to you.” 
Such little words to bring sweet heaven 
down 
And make a gentleman of every town! 
—Gertrude Huntington McGiffert. 
co 

Ahead of us is one of the most interesting 
periods of our calendar year. To many of 
us Christ will seem quite near during the 
coming season when joy and expectancy will 
seem to be all about us. We will be giving 
as far, maybe farther, than our resources 
will allow. 

But will we have been seeking to do some- 
thing about the matter of right in the 
world? Will we actually have given up 
something, willing to give up something, 
for the sake of right in the world? 

But we have the mind of Christ—or do 
we? 

oO 

“Love is an infinite capacity for taking 
pain.” 

oO 

Give us more of the mind of Christ, our 
Father. Our thought yet is too small. We 
would be wise, as he was, to see that our 
fuller life is found in the cause of right in 
the world. Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 











The General Convention 
and 


Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





If You Did Not! 


F you were unable for any reason to have 

a real enrollment of tithers in your church 
December 11, do not fail to do so at an early 
date. It is very important. At the annual 
meeting of the United Stewardship Council 
of Churches held in Cincinnati this month, 
it was stressed by practically every denom- 
ination represented. It is said that one’s 
preaching and teaching about stewardship 
does not last long unless there is an actual 
enrollment. Your Enrollment Day should be 
made a great day with thorough prepara- 
tion. Do not think it unimportant. Experi- 
ence teaches that there must be a definite 
sign-up of stewards if your work is to be 
permanent. The various communions are 
organizing a “Fellowship of Stewardship” or 
a “League of Stewards” in the local church. 
Again we want to express our hope that our 
pastors will do this to help all their en- 
rolled stewards feel a fellowship interest. 


Prepare Early 
T is time now for a wise pastor to prepare 
his people for the offering for the Gen- 
eral Convention in January. The churches 
do not understand the importance of the 
General Convention and the earnest pastor 
will want his people to know what the Con- 
vention work is. The General Convention 
itself needs your sympathetic interest and 
money. 


What Do You Think About These 
Questions? 

HE United Stewardship Council met in 

annual session in Cincinnati, December 
3 and 4, with the stewardship men of the 
Methodist Episcopal and the Methodist 
Episcopal South, the Northern and Southern 
Presbyterian, the Northern and Southern 
Baptist, the United Brethren, Reformed, 
Congregational, Church of the Brethren, 
Evangelical, Disciples, Lutherans, United 
Presbyterians, Christian, and other denomi- 
nations present. These are some of the 
questions discussed: 

Ethics for Business Men; the Development 
of Motives and Character in Giving; Spir- 
itualizing the Every-member Canvass; Stew- 
ardship Plans for Summer Conferences; 
Schools of Stewardship; How Induce Women 
to Adopt the Stewardship Plan and Give Up 
Money-making Methods; Getting an Actual 
Sign-up of Stewards in the Local Church; 
The Weekly Offering a Feature of Worship; 
Interesting Uninterested Pastors in Stew- 
ardship; Reading Contests; Stewardship Es- 
say Contests; Incorporating Stewardship in 
the Annual Program of the Church; The 
Intellectual. Sympathetic, and Active Ob- 
jectives in Stewardship; The Scope of Stew- 
ardship. 

Such a list of subjects would be most help- 
ful and constructive if discussed in your 
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local church. We are, therefore, suggesting 
the list to our readers. 


Stewardship Study 

HE Stewardship campaign for November 

and December will give you some insight 
into the importance of the matter. It will 
not close with these months. It is believed 
by those who are giving it the most careful 
study, that the church will not be brought 
to a higher spiritual plane without the ele- 
ment of stewardship. In other words, that 
a stewardship revival is necessary in the 
churches if their life is to be deepened. 

With the above thought in mind, Rev. 
Dennis D. Bouman, Stanfordville, N. Y., is 
using a stewardship course in his mid-week 
services. He says in a recent letter: “No 
one can properly order his life and property 
until he knows how best to do so. The use 
of money is dependent upon one’s devotion 
to some cause. That we may decide upon 
the highest cause and give our efforts to it, 
we must study stewardship and thus gain 
its ultimate practice.” 

* + * * 


The Providence, Rhode Island Church, Dr. 
W. G. Sargent pastor, has a splendid way 
of sowing stewardship seed all the year. It 
is a fine way to follow-up the annual cam- 
paign. He says: “We have established a 
custom of furnishing quarterly reports to 
all subscribing members of the church. 
With these reports we enclose a leaflet on 
stewardship which is selected by the super- 
intendent of stewardship in, our church. We 
consider this a fine way of educating the 
people in the matter of stewardship. We 
shall want four new ones this year and na- 
turally we look to you to help us out.” 

Have you or your church any better plan? 
Tell our readers about it. 





Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





The New Leaflet 
WE shall have off the press in a few days 
the new leaflet setting forth some of the 
plans for this year’s work. It contains also 
an outline chart for checking up on the 
Standard of Excellence. 

These leaflets are to be sent to you free 
for postage. 

Conference Boards 

HE financial goals for the conference 

woman’s boards are not to be changed 
until after the biannual meeting next Octo- 
ber. 

It was the thought of one of the members 
of the Committee on Goals and Budget that 
the conference goal should be for two years. 
The idea was considered good, and so the 
goals stand. 

A Call to Prayer 
‘THE Cycle of Prayer to be used before the 
“Day of Prayer” has an_ inspiration 
value which helps to interest folks in the 
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program for the day which is observed as a 
world “Day of Prayer.” We have these 
cards ready for distribution and we shall be 
glad to send as many as you can use. Please 
send a few cents for the postage; the cards 
are free. 

A growing number of young people’s, 
girls’, and children’s groups are observing 
the Day, and we learn that increasingly men 
are present at the meetings. Be sure to 
use all possible publicity—the Call should 
be sent widely in personal correspondence; 
bulletin boards and church calendars should 
carry notices for several weeks before the 
Day; there should be no conflicting appoint- 
ments or meetings; pastors should be re- 
quested to make announcement from the pul- 
pit, and presidents of women’s civic, liter- 
ary, and religious societies at previous meet- 
ings; pastors locally prepared may be ad- 
vantageously utilized. Above and beyond all 
the “methods” do not you, yourself, fail to 
pray that guidance and inspiration may be 
given to all upon whom rests responsibility 
for planning and preparing for the Day 
both nationally and locally. 





Foreign Missions 
Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





Doll Diplomats 
By Rev. E. C. Fry, D. D. 

AST March I had the pleasure of attend- 

ing the official welcome reception for the 
friendship dolls that came to this province 
from America, and I made a speech on that 
occasion. October 29, I was invited to speak 
similarly to an audience of five hundred at 
a farewell reception given under official aus- 
pices to the “Friendship Doll” that this 
province is sending to America in return—a 
large and well equipped Japanese doll cost- 
ing three hundred yen ($150). 

Each province of Japan is sending a doll, 
so there will be at least one for each Amer- 
ican State. Each of the dolls is given a 
similar farewell reception at the capital of 
the province from which she starts. At all 
of these receptions, selected groups of chil- 
dren are brought together with prominent 
educators and officials. The songs, addresses, 
and speeches all show a spirit of cordial 
friendship toward America. Then all are 
assembled at Tokyo, where they will be on 
exhibition for a few days. There they will 
be given a national farewell reception at 
which the principal speakers will be the 
Minister of Education and the American 
Ambassador. They are to sail from Yoko- 
hama for America by the Tenyo Maru, 
November 10. It is planned for them to be 
distributed among the States by Christmas. 
No doubt each will be put to traveling in 
her State, and perhaps some of you who read 
this will see the one I saw. Many hearts 
in both countries are hoping that this new 
form of dealing with international relations 
—the children’s diplomacy—will become a 
great help toward establishing and main- 

















taining thoroughly friendly relations be- 
tween the two nations. The Lord grant it. 
Utsunomiya, Japan. 

Since the above lines were written in far- 
away Utsunomiya, the “Friendship Dolls” 
have had their Tokyo farewell reception 
and made the long voyage, recently arriv- 
ing at San Francisco. They will soon be on 
their way through the States which will 
eventually become their new homes. 


N spite of our heavy financial burden, we 
have succeeded in borrowing sufficient 
funds to return Dr. and Mrs. Woodworth to 
Japan as scheduled. They are needed there 
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and our work is already too badly crippled 
to make it any worse by keeping them out 
of their field of service longer. They are 
to sail from Seattle, December 28. Write 
them a steamer letter. Send your letter to: 


Dr. and Mrs. A. D. Woodworth, D. D., 
Care N. Y. K. S. S. Iyo Maru, 
Sailing December 28, 

Seattle, Wash. 


Because of the Christmas rush, mail 
should be sent eight or ten days in advance 
of the date of sailing. Let us wish the 
Woodworths bon voyage and a great term 
of service. 


Christmas Lesson 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 1927 
Luke 2:8-20 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus: for he shall save his people from their 
sins.—Matt. 1: 21. 


rs 
vw 





HOME DAILY READINGS 
Monday, December 19—The Prince of 


Peace. Isa. 11: 1-10. 
Tuesday, December 20—The Name 
“Jesus”. Matt. 1: 18-25. 


Wednesday, December 21—The Birth of 


Jesus. Luke 1: 1-7. 
Thursday, December 22—The Heavenly 
Chorus. Luke 2: 8-20. 


Friday, December 23—The Visit of the 


Wise Men. Matt. 2: 1-12. 
Saturday, December 24—The Song of 
Zacharias. Luke 1: 68-79. 


December 25—The Glorious 


Sunday, . a 
sa. 9:1-7. 


Reign of the Prince. 











Shepherds Keeping Watch 


HE greatest message the world has ever 

heard is about to be made to the world. 
How is it to be made and to whom? God 
always has his messengers (an angel, or 
the Greek word so translated, means “mes- 
senger’”), for God is not very far away from 
us and heaven is near. Our first expecta- 
tion would be that the message would come 
to the priests or to some great prophet. The 
voice of the prophets had almost died out, 
and the priests were so fixed in their think- 
ing and so formal in their religion that they 
could neither hear nor appreciate a mes- 
sage so new and different. “Except ye be- 
come as a little child ye cannot enter”, and 
the priests had long since ceased to be child- 
like. 

The shepherds are childlike hearted 
enough to believe and to receive, and so the 
message comes to them. And you will no- 
tice that it came while they were busy at 
their task. It is splendid to have quiet 
places of prayer, retreats, and upper rooms; 
and conferences and conventions and coun- 
cils are all of value. God sends his messen- 
gers there. There are some, however, who 
have sought him in monastery and nunnery 


and in seclusion for seclusion’s sake. But 
the messengers of God will be more apt to 
come to you while you are watching your 
flocks. 


Good Tidings of Great Joy 


Religion is not a depressant nor Chris- 
tianity a kill-joy. The things that kill joy 
are the things of selfishness and sin. In 
spite of the fact that from childhood we 
are taught that the gospel is good tidings, 
there are many, and particularly the young 
people, who do not believe it, and so they 
seek joy elsewhere. But they soon find that 
what they thought was joy was just artifi- 
cial stimulant that soon goes and leaves an 
ache behind. But the gospel is real joy and 
abides throughout youth and maturity and 
old age. 


To All the People 


Is that not fine? I wonder, is there any- 
thing more thrilling about this whole mes- 
sage? The Psalms have some great mes- 
sages and Isaiah preached some great ser- 
mons and wrote some great poems, but 
though the universal is found in them, they 
were singing in large measure to their own 
people. But this message is to all the peo- 
ple, and so it is for you. But it is also for 
Porto Rico and Japan, and China and India, 
and the foreigners of your own city and 
countryside. 


A Savior Coming as a Babe 


How can God reach those who through the 
ages, I doubt not, he has been perfecting into 
his image? Jesus cannot become my Savior 
unless I can believe in him as such. So he 
must come near enough for me to know him 
and to understand him. But when he comes 
as a babe, he comes right into my home as 
one of us, and I can know him and under- 
stand him and love him and trust him. 
What a wonderful Savior is Jesus, the babe 
of Bethlehem. If God can come in Jesus, a 
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little babe, he cannot ever be far away, and 
We can one day be like him. 
Glory to God—Peace Among Men 


Are the two not always bound together 
like that, and can they ever be separated? 
Is God, and has God ever been, glorified in 
war? Yes, you can point to the old days 
of conquest, and say that God ordered it, but 
if you want to take it like that, you can 
also say that God ordered a father to kill his 
son. At any rate he does not do it any more. 
War dishonors God and Christ and Chris- 
tianity. The late Great War did. It made 
Christianity a laughing-stock among the na- 
tions who watched those Christians killing 
one another. And in the homeland it caused 
men almost unconsciously to wonder after 
a while what Christianity was good for if 
after two thousand years of teaching and 
preaching and living so-called Christian na- 
tions murder and maim millions. And, 
tragedy of tragedies, they are building mon- 
uments to the fallen and. singing their 
praise, and all the time spending billions 
getting ready to kill more and build more 
monuments and sing more war songs. What 
fools men are! 


Let Us Go—Came With Haste 


A challenge comes to us. It is the voice of 
God knocking at the door of our hearts. It 
tells us to undertake some task, to make 
some surrender, to come to some great de- 
cision, to go on a great mission. Well, let 
us go. But what is the hurry? Is there not 
lots of time? There is no use of getting ex- 
cited about it. We can have plenty of time 
to have a sleep. But tomorrow the challenge 
is not quite so clear and ringing. Some- 
thing of its thrill and fullness is gone. O 
shepherds, how splendid you were to haste 
away at once to Bethlehem to test out this 
great experience. The message as a mid- 
night thrill means but little, but it is great 
when it sends you hurrying away to Beth- 
lehem. 


And When They Saw They Made Known 


That is the Christmas spirit surely? What 
is the use of being clever if you do not use 
it? What is the use of knowing anything, 
if you do not tell it? What is the use of a 
great experience, if you do not share it? 
There is not much use of being a great sur- 
geon unless you relieve pain and save life, 
nor a great artist unless you show it in 
your song or picture or statue. What is the 
use of being a Christian unless you tell it to 
your child and to your neighbor and to the 
other sheep of Japan? Say, Christian peo- 
ple, at this Christmas time, if you have seen 
Jesus, tell it. 

5 


Even blessings that have been promised, 
and that are sure to come, have to be 
waited for. Our time of desiring a prom- 
ised blessing is not always God’s time of 
giving it. Yet it will come just when it is 
best for our good, and for God’s glory. “Ye 
have need of patience, that, having done the 
will of God, ye may receive the promise.— 
Henry Clay Trumbull. 
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What Does Christmas Mean to the World? 





THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 25, 1927 
John 3:16; Luke 2:8-11 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 
Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the Christian Church 


Program Pointers 

Make much of your music for this meeting. The 
old Christmas carols should be sung. A good prepara- 
tion for this meeting would be the preparation for 
going out after the evening service and _ singing 
Christmas carols at the homes of shut-ins and the 
aged. It will also fill your heart with the real 
Christmas cheer if you have been able to take a 
Christmas basket to some unfortunate one or ones 
in your community, and will put you in the right 
attitude of spirit for this Endeavor service in the 
evening. Decorate your room with the green and red 
suggestive of Christmas; evergreens, if you can get 
them; crepe paper if you cannot get the evergreens. 
Have a small Christmas tree set on the table before 
the leader. On this tree fasten little slips of gilt 
and silver paper and on the reverse side write the 
topic dealing with the meaning of Christmas you 
wish the different members to discuss. At the proper 
time the leader will read the name of some one present 
and he will come forward and receive one of these 
slips; this will contiuue until all have been sup- 
plied with slips and then they discuss them. In order 
that those present may have some preparation, it 
would be well to pass a copy of all the topics to be 
discussed, to each of the members one week in ad- 
vance, telling them that these will be discussed at the 
meeting. Of course they should study all of them, as 
they do not know which they will have to discuss. 


Topic Thoughts 
Christmas Means to the World: 


1. Divine Love. John 3:16. “God _ so 
loved the unlovely and still loves the unlove- 
the world ever saw or ever will see. God 
loved the unlovely and still loves the unlove- 
ly and he manifested that love in supreme 
measure in the gift of his only-begotten Son 
for a sinful world. The Christmas spirit in 
us will cause us to love the unlovely and 
lead us to seek for them through sacrificial 
service. 

2. Christmas Means Giving. “Gave his 
only-begotten Son.” To many there is an 
exact reversal of the Christmas thought, in 
their minds, at the Christmas season. Christ- 
mas, to them, does not mean giving; it 
means getting. It does not mean sacrifice; 
it means selfishness. We should thank God, 
however, that in spite of selfishness, there 
is a great, generous spirit of giving abroad 
in the land, that takes its root in the Christ- 
mas spirit that came into the world with 
Jesus Christ. 

3. Christmas Means Faith. “Believeth in 
him.” How sad, and dark, and dreary, and 
hopeless this old world would be had there 
never been a Christmas. It is faith in the 
Christmas story, and song, and idea, and 
manger-child that helps us to meet the sin 
and sorrow, wretchedness, and woe of this 
old world with cheer in our hearts. May our 
faith in him grow stronger at this Christ- 
mastide. 

4. Christmas Means Hope. “Should not 
perish.” This was a hopeless old world 
when Christ came to earth. Outside of the 
Jewish people there was no ray of the real 
light of hope for the future. The lamp of 
hope was lighted in that stable of the inn 
in Bethlehem, that, thank God, will never go 
out. If it does not shine in your heart, it is 
because you have never touched the torch of 





faith to the light of the world. Touch it 
tonight. 

5. Christmas Means Eternal Life. “Have 
everlasting life.’ What a _ mess life 
would be if it were not for the as- 
surance of a life hereafter where the 
wrongs are somehow righted, and _ the 
hidden made plain, and the opportun- 
ity for the realization of aspirations 
which iron-handed circumstance has _ held 
us back from fulfilling or the limitations 
of time from attaining. Eternal opportun- 
ities for achievement; for service; for the 
finest, dearest, richest fellowship imagi- 
nable. Christmas means all that and infinite- 
ly more. 

6. Christmas Means Courage. “Fear 
not.” Luke 2:10. Life without the light 
of the Christmas star is full of fearsome 
shadows, hidden pitfalls, horrible and 
gloomy imaginings, abysmal dreads of the 
future, titanic terribleness smothering the 
souls of men, robbing them of strength for 
the tasks of life. The Christmas message 
is a message of cheer and courage for life’s 
darkest ways. 

7. Christmas Means Good Tidings. “I 
bring you good tidings.” A world in sin 
might have expected tidings of retribution 
and vengeance and punishment for its sins; 
but instead there was the most marvelous 
tidings of a Father’s infinite, wonderful 
love. Have we received it? Good tidings 
are not simply to be enjoyed; they are to be 
broadcast to the world. 

8. Christmas Means Joy. “Great joy.” 
There have been messages sent through the 
mails; there have been messages sent over 
the wires of the telegraph and the cable; 
there have been wireless messages; there 
have been messages spoken by the lips that 
have brought wonderful joy—but the cir- 
cumstance of that joy was limited to the 
comparatively few. This message is to all 
peoples for all times. Every Christian En- 
deavorer can be a dispenser of joy by telling 
the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 

9. Christmas Means the Incarnation. 
“Unto you is born a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.” Born, and yet Christ the Lord; 
this is the message of Deity coming into our 
humanity, that he might lift our poor, weak, 
fallen humanity up to the heights of deity. 
Through that incarnation and its reproduc- 
tion in our own experiences of “Christ born 
in us” we are made joint heirs with Jesus 
Christ, and shall sit down with him on his 
throne. Christmas means all this and in- 
finitely more. Human words can never, nev- 
er express the full meaning of Christmas. 


For Debate 
Resolved, That our observance of Christ- 
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mas develops the spirt of selfishness rather 
than generosity and is therefore a bane rath- 
er than a blessing. 


For Discussion 

Why should Christmas mean joy to our hearts? 

What makes a happy Christmas? 

What can our society do to carry out the spirit of 
Christmas in our community? 

What can our society do to carry out the spirit of 
Christmas throughout the wide world? 

What do you believe is the greatest message of 
Christmas? 

What are some of the implied responsibilities if we 
believe the Christmas meanings? 

How far do you believe one has entered into the 
real meaning of Christmas, who receives this message 
which was for the whole world, and knowing there 
are millions in the world who do not know it, simply 
enjoys it, and does nothing to pass it on? 

Hail and Farewell 

And now, dear Endeavor friends, many of 
whom I have never seen in the flesh and 
whom I never expect to see in this world, 
but whom nevertheless I love in the spirit; 
I have come to the end of a very pleasant 
task. For eight years I have been sending 
out each week with very few misses, the 
notes on the Christian Endeavor topics. It 
has been an arduous task sometimes amid 
the pressing activities of pastoral duties; 
but it has been a real pleasure, and I have 
found real soul enrichment in it. I trust I 
have been helpful. I am trying and have 
been trying to have a single aim in life, and 
that is, that in harmony with my Heavenly 
Father’s will, I may be helpful to my fel- 
lows journeying over the rough pathways 
of this old world toward our Father’s house 
on high. I trust that is your aim. I have 
regretted many times that I did not have the 
time to give to this work, so that I could 
make it as helpful as I thought I might have 
made it, but I have tried to do my best un- 
der the circumstances. 

After the first of the year, in the new 
merged publication plan, my good friend of 
many years’ standing, and my brother in 
Christ, Hermon Eldredge, will bring to you 
the messages on the Endeavor topics, and 
I am sure he will do it better than I have 
been able to do. 

God bless every Endeavorer. 

God bless every Endeavor officer. 

God bless every Endeavor committeeman. 

God bless every Endeavor society. 

God bless Brother Eldredge as he takes 
up the new task. 

God bless every one of us. 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all. 

A. B. KENDALL. 
o 


Sometimes there were more kings than 
one at Sparta, who governed by joint au- 
thority. A king was occasionally sent to 
some neighboring state in character of a 
Spartan ambassador. Did he, when so sent, 
cease to be a king of Sparta, because he 
was also an ambassador. No, he did not 
divest himself of his royal dignity, but only 
added to it that of public deputation. So 
Christ, in becoming man, did not cease to be 
God; but though he ever was, and still con- 
tinued to be, King of the whole creation, 
acted as the voluntary servant and messen- 
ger of the Father.—F. W. Farrar, D. D. 
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Teddy's Christmas Goose 


A Story 


BY REV. FRANK H. GARDNER 


HAT! And go without any for 
W ourseives: I guess not. After 
caring for and feeding those geese 
all summer and then have nothing but 
bread and blackberry jam for Christmas! 
I’m afraid I’m not that kind of a bear.” 

The first day of last April, Grandma 
Grizzly had given the two bear boys a 
dozen geese eggs and told them all about 
how to set them and to care for the gos- 
lings. They went home in high glee and 
commenced to count the profits from the 
geese they expected to raise. They were 
very successful in their hatching, for after 
four weeks of careful and painstaking ef- 
fort ten little fluffy balls came rolling from 
the shells. 

One day the latter part of May a sudden 
shower came up and one of the little gos- 
lings became so drenched that no tender 
care on the part of the boys could possibly 
save it. The cther nine grew up to swim 
on the lake, to wander around the marshes, 
and to feed on the succulent grasses around 
the home. 

One morning just at break of day they 
were awakened by an awful honking and 
the boys hastily dressed to go out and 
investigate the trouble. 

The geese seemed to be very much dis- 
turbed, although nothing was around so far 
as they could see. They discovered, how- 
ever, one of the number was gone, and 
over by the stone wall a whole bunch of 
goose feathers was blowing around. 

They never quite found out what became 
of the one they lost, but they learned a 
few days later that the wood people smelled 
roast goose quite distinctly around the home 
of Bobbie Fox. The fact that he evoided 
the Bear boys all that summer made the 
boys suspect where the lost member of 
their goose family had disappeared. 

When Thanksgiving time came, Daddy 
Bear offered to buy two of the geese for 
the family gathering which they were plan- 
ning to entertain. Granny Fox, also, was 
mighty glad to get a spring goose for her 
Thanksgiving dinner, and she gave the 
boys a good price for one so tender and 
so nice and plump. 

Beppo’s father sailed clear across the 
lake when he heard that the boys had some 
tender geese and carried back four great 
big ones for his gatherings at Thanksgiv- 
ing and Christmas. He would have taken 
the other one, but the boys said that they 
were keeping it for their cwn Christmas 
dinner. 

It was just about a week before Christ- 
mas that the boys heard that Hermit Bear 
had fallen some weeks before and that he 
was quite short of food supplies other than 
berries and honey. He had been quite 


closely confined, being hardly able to care 
for himself. 





Teddy suggested, a day or so later, that 
they pick and roast the goose and then 
take it to Hermit Bear with all the vege- 
tables the day before Christmas and so 
give him a splendid feast for the holiday. 
They could have a nice dinner from the 
things which Mamma Bear would get up 
and, besides, they had had goose almost a 
week after the dinner at Thanksgiving. 
It was at this saying that Eddie seriously 
objected and replied as stated in the be- 
ginning, “What! And go without for our- 
selves?” 

He finally remembered how good and kind 
Hermit Bear had been to them and saw 
what a fine thing it would be to assist him 
now in his unfortunate position and ac- 
cordingly gave his consent to the project. 

The next morning the boys found some 
old, soft bagging and, after killing the 
goose, they wrapped him carefully in these. 
Then they poured con boiling hot water at 
intervals of every ten minutes until the 
goose had been given a steam bath for half 
an hour. When they unwrapped him and 


HIS STAR 


I SEE the light of Christmas glow 
Along the wintry skies, 

And fair above our hills of snow 
The star of Bethlehem rise. 

Bright herald of the world’s great Hope, 
The star to childhood dear, 

It hangs between our living babes 
And those no longer here. 


The children that still bless our earth 
Laugh in its happy ray, 
And those of the celestial birth 
No more are dead today. 
Beyond the star the song begins 
Of Peace, Good Will, and Cheer. 
We listen on this darker side 
For those no longer here. 


] hear the angelic music die 
Along the throbbing string, 

And through the tuneful hush on high 
The children’s voices ring; 

And lo! from out his Father's throne, 
Won by the sweet refrain, 

The Christ of Bethlehem comes down 
And is a child again. 


Then loud from all the blessed throng 
A Christmas anthem swells; 

The morning stars the notes prolong 
And all heaven's pealing bells; 

For on the morn of Christmas Day 
Earth swings to heaven so near, 

Who listens sure may catch the song 
Of those no longer here. 


—Edward A. Church, in The 
Christian Register. 
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proceeded to pluck the feathers, it was the 
work of but a few minutes before they had 
the goose ready to turn over to Mamma 
Bear for stuffing and roasting. 

Early the next morning, quite a while 
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before daybreak, Mamma Bear had a roar- 
ing fire agoing and the bird roasting to a 
savory brown in the oven. The boys helped 
to peel the onions, potatoes, squash, turnips, 
and carrots, and when all was done they 
carefully packed it in a closed basket and 


started for Hermit Bear’s home, 
thirty miles down the lake. 

The ice was clear and sparkling and the 
boys were good skaters. It was a trifle 
after nine o’clock the morning before 
Christmas when the boys, with their sled 
loaded with a splendid dinner, started for 
their long skate. Daddy Bear glanced up 
at the clouds and slowly said: 

“Well, boys, I guess you will have no 
difficulty about the weather for the next 
few hours, but I think I’d plan to be back 
soon after sunset, as there might be snow 
flurries most anytime with the wind at this 
quarter.” 

It was just twelve o’clock when the boys 
arrived at Hermit Bear’s home and they 
purposed to stop only long enough to leave 
the supplies and extend friendly greetings. 


Hermit had some lake fish given to him 
the day before and he was just about to 
make a fish chowder. There was nothing to 
do but that the boys should come in and 
help eat the chowder when it was done. 
They could assist in the making and it 
would not be long before it would be ready. 

He was willing for them to go just as 
soon as they had finished eating, as he 
could attend to the dishes himself, although 
he was a little slow about doing things 
just at present. He was delighted with 
the dinner and was more than grateful for 
the spirit which the boys had manifested in 
thinking of him in that particular way. 

It was a merry group inside that cabin 
and perhaps the moments sped more quick- 
ly than they were aware, for all of a sudden 
they were startled that it was getting dark. 
Looking out of the window, they were some- 
what frightened to see that black clouds 
were scudding here and there and giving 
evidence of either cold sleet or snow. 

They hastily took their leave of Hermit 
Bear, wishing him a happy winter and 
trusting that he would entirely recover by 
spring. As they were about to start, he 
reminded them that the wind was directly 
at their backs and should there be any 
snow flurries to just keep their sense of 
direction by which way the wind was 
blowing. 

The sky grew darker and darker. For an 
hour they skated merrily homeward, pass- 
ing island after island and yet always 
bearing in mind the direction of the wind. 
Then there came a flurry of snow, and such 
an one! It whiffled into their faces and 
completely showered them with feathery 
flakes. It lighted up and they saw they 
had kept their direction all right during 
the few moments of the storm. Eddie, half- 
murmuring, wondered if they could keep 
on their course if they should happen to 
have an hour of such a flurry as they had 
just experienced. The boys sensed their 
danger and put all their reserve force into 
skating. A few minutes later and again 


some 
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the feathery flakes pelted across their path- 
way. Fortunately the wind did not allow 
the snow to pile up, for the ice remained as 
clear as ever. On and on they skated until 
finally both boys realized that they had 
either gone by their home or had veered 
off in another direction. 

They took careful observation of the 
direction of the wind and then made their 
course so that they would run into land 
somewhere even though it be not near their 
home. After another half hour skating 
Teddy realized that they must have gone 
far beyond their own home and so they 
turned back directly into the wind. It had 
now become more of a sleet and the dark- 
ness of the night was fast coming on. Both 
boys were getting very anxious and Eddie 
had hard work to keep back the tears when 
he spoke to Teddy anything about finding 
their way. 

They both stopped suddenly short and 
said, “What was that?” Strange to say, to 
both of them it sounded like the honk of 
their gesse of the past summer. Slowly 
they moved on in the same direction and 
a minute later came the same honk, as they 
called it. They stood still and listened. 
Ancther honk, and then it sounded longer. 
“T do not know whoever is making that 
noise, but it is worth hunting for in the 
plight in which we are,” said Teddy. They 
turned from their course a few degrees and 
as the blasts became louder they knew they 
were getting nearer to the one that was 
doing the blowing. Strange enough, too, 
the blasts became more and more like the 
old fog horn they had often played with 
on rainy days out in the woodshed. A few 
minutes more of earnest skating brought 
them to the very wharf they had left a few 
hours before, and there was Daddy Bear 
blowing the horn with all the wind he could 
muster. 

He knew full well that the boys might 
lose their direction and thought they 
would recognize the fog horn better than 
any other noise he could produce, and as 
for kindling a fire, he knew that in the 
storm they could see the blaze but a short 
distance away. 

It was a glad welcome that Mamma Bear 
had for them, for she had become quite 
well worked up as soon as she discovered 
the thickening clouds. When the stcrm 
broke, she urged Daddy Bear to do some- 
thing that might act as a signal for them 
to find their home. She had busied herself 
with making a hot partridge pie which was 
all ready for them as soon as they had 
changed their clothes. 

They had barely sat down to the steam- 
ing, hot supper when they heard the great- 
est commotion right cut in their back yard. 
Daddy and the boys rushed out as soon as 
they could get on their things. It was 
quite dusky, but there in their yard was 
a flock of wild geese whose wings had be- 
come so frozen with the ice and sleet that 
they could not fiy. Evidently they had 
started early in the afternoon fcr open 
water and had lost their way in the storm. 
Teddy remarked that he believed they, too, 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


heard the fog horn and took it to be a 
flock of geese and so had followed the 
direction of the horn. 

At any rate, there they were. They could 
not get away and the boys grabbed them by 
their necks and hustled them into the house 
where they had kept their others during the 
late fall. There were exactly thirty-seven 
of them and they seemed to be in excellent 
condition. After the boys had gone to bed 
that night, Daddy and Mamma _ Bear 
dressed one of the biggest of the flock and 
of all the dinners which Mamma Bear had 
served, they all agreed that was the best. 

The boys kept the geese during the win- 
ter and they became quite tame. In the 
spring they clipped one of their wings to 
prevent them from flying. The geese laid 
a goodly number of eggs and the boys saw 
that the nests were kept clean and pro- 
tected. They hatched out something over 
three hundred goslings from the flock, and 
while they lost a few of them, they were 
very successful as a whole. One thing 
they watched carefully, that Bobbie Fox 
should not get a taste of any of them. 
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THE COMMON TOUCH 


I WOULD not be too wise—so very wise 
That I must sneer at simple songs and 
creeds, 
And let the glare of wisdom blind my eyes 
To humble people and their humble needs. 


I would not care to climb so high that | 
Could never hear the children at their 


play, 
Could only see the people passing by, 
Yet never hear the cheering words they 
say. 


I would not know too much—too much to 
smile 
At trivial errors of the heart and hand, 
Nor be too proud to play the friend the 
while, 
And cease to help and know and under- 
stand. 


I would not care to sit upon a throne, 
Or build my house upon a mountain-top, 
Where I must dwell in glory all alone 
And never friend come in or poor man 
stop. 


God grant that | may live upon this earth 

And face the tasks which every morning 

brings, 

And never lose the glory and the worth 

Of humble service and the simple things. 

—Edgar A. Guest. 
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They sold the greater part of them for 
Thanksgiving and the rest at Christmas. 
It was while they were eating their own 
Christmas goose that Eddie broke out with: 
“My! But I am glad we gave that last 
goose to Hermit Bear last year. See all 
the goose dinners we have had this fall and 
all the money we have made from our flock 
that was frozen down on us!” 

“Yes,” drawled out Daddy Bear, rather 
slowly, and yet seriously, “I think I have 
told you several times that I have found 
that what a fellow gives away comes back 
to him in a greater measure than he gave 
and surely it proved to be so in your case.” 
Pottersville, Massachusetts. 
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Some International Peace Tendencies 
in 1927. 


(Continued from page eight) 
our schools, upon our national life, and the 
peace of the world, is significant. 


The Christian churches of America have 
been more fully realizing that wars have 
been neutralizing missionary effort. The 
feeling is intensified that church bodies must 
insist that their home governments treat 
non-Christian countries better or the 
churches will be compelled to withdraw their 
missionaries from some of the fields they 
have occupied for many years. 

The “Catholic Association for Interna- 
tional Peace,” with headquarters at Wash- 
ington, D. C., has this year been organized. 
Leading clergy and laymen hove accepted of- 
fices in the new organization. Many Prot- 
estant annual meetings have adopted strin- 
gent resolutions against sowing the greedy 
economic seeds of war and declaring as to 
its non-Christianity. The World Alliance 
for the Promotion of International Friend- 
ship through the Churches now has repre- 
sentatives in thirty-one countries. Leaders 
of religious thought everywhere are earn- 
est in supporting it. The Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America is suc- 
cessfully pushing the spirit of goodwill at 
home and abroad. 

That leading nonconformist preacher of 
England, Dr. F. W. Norwood, during 1927, 
concluded a six months’ tour on behalf of 
peace, in England. He addressed hundreds 
of meetings. He has reported: “I certain- 
ly found a far more responsivle public than I 
had anticipated. . . . The churches are the 
hope of the peace movement. As religion 
declines, peace will recede.” At his meet- 
ings business and church people, army and 
navy leaders, and many others, joined in 
forwarding the great cause. Lord mayors 
and mayors presided at many of these large 
gatherings. 

At the 1927 International Christian En- 
deavor Convention the President, Dr. Daniel 
A. Poling, stressed the crusade for peace. 
In part he declared: “We have tried the 
way of fear and crime. We have placed our 
trust in selfish appliances. . We have 
learned that Edith Cavell was right, ‘Patri- 
otism is not enough.’ ‘I am the way’ (the 
way of Jesus) remains the only alternative.” 


I have endeavored to indicate how some 
peace straws are blowing against the whirl- 
wind of military propaganda and develop- 
ment that threatens us. Beyond all econom- 
ic, physical, or political considerations is the 
outstanding question of the violation of the 
Gospel of Love promulgated by our Lord. 
Material arguments cannot meet this larger 
issue. Shall Christians continue to follow 
blindly the call of men who, free from per- 
sonal danger, create political or economic 
conditions tending to maneuver nations in- 
to mutual carnage? Who will courageously 
tell of the futility of modern warfare? Who 
will bravely follow the way of Christ? Who 
will join in the great adventure? 

San Jose, California. 
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Christmas Land 


Oh, Christmas Land is not so far, 
It’s just across the hall, 

Within the living room 
Where holly decks the wall. 

Right in the middle stands a tree 
With crimson tinsel gay, 

And strange and wondrous is the fruit 
It bears on Christmas day. 


An apple and an orange grow 
Upon the same green bough, 
A wagon and a rocking horse, 
A sled and spotted cow; 
And nuts and sparkling sugar plums, 
And drums and skates and horns, 
And dolls with flaxen tresses drop 
Like pearls on windy morns. 


But only little boys and girls 
That always mind at school 

And know their daily lessons well, 
And try to keep each rule, 

And say their prayers every night, 
Can hope to join the band 

Of happy children ’round the tree 
That grows in Christmas Land. 
—Minna Irving, in Kansas City Star. 


A Town Without Jesus 


OULD you like to live in a town where 

Jesus, our wonderful Savior, is not 
known? Children in our great and large 
country cannot even think what kind of a 
town such a town would be. 

A man who likes to write things for chil- 
dren to read relates a very pretty story 
which tells us some of the things that would 
be missing in such a town. 

Little Hettie, this story tells us, had a 
model village and she never tired of setting 
it up. 

“What kind of a town is that, Hettie?” 
asked her father. 

“Oh, a Christian town,” answered Hettie 
quickly. Hettie did not want any other 
town and would not want to live in any oth- 
er town. But her father said: 

“Suppose we make it a heathen town. 
What must we take out of it?” 

“The church,” said Hettie taking it to one 
side. 

“Ts that all?” 

“T suppose so.” 

“No, indeed,” her father said. “The pub- 
lic school must go. Take the public library 
out also.” 

“Anything else?” Hettie asked sadly. 

“Isn’t that a hospital over there?” 

“But, father, don’t they have hospitals?” 

“Not in heathen countries. It was Christ 
who taught us to care for the sick and the 
old.” 

“Then I must take out the Old Ladies’ 
Home,” said Hettie very soberly. 

“Yes, and that Orphans’ Home at the oth- 
er end of town.” 

“Why, father,” Hettie exclaimed, “then 
there’s not one good thing left! I would not 
live in such a town for anything.” 

Nor would any of us. For beside all this 
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The Children 


a town that didn’t have Jesus Christ in it 
would miss many other beautiful things. No 
one could tell how many lovely things would 
be lacking if Jesus Christ did not abide in 
the town by his people. 

There wouldn’t be any Sunday-school, for 
example. We would never hear little chil- 
dren singing, and it is very doubtful whether 
anybody else would sing. They wouldn’t 
have the kind of happiness that makes peo- 
ple sing. <A great many of the prettiest 
hymns ever written, were written about 
Christ and because people loved Christ. Oh, 
there are thousands and thousands of such 
hymns and children sing them all around the 
earth. 

And there would not be any Christmas 
trees. There was no Christmas before Christ 
was born into the world. He was a little 
baby and he was born in a manger where 
cattle stayed at night to give them shelter 
and to make them safe. But a bright star 
was shining in the sky and very bright light 
shone on everything for a little while. And 
the angels sang a beautiful song. If Christ 
had not come there would be no singing even 
at Christmas. 

So we see what a difference Christ makes 
in the world. People are kind to one ano- 
ther and love one another because of it, and 
that is the very greatest thing of all.—Hull 
Craig, in The Christian-Evangelist. 


Mamma’s Christmas Gift 


AMMA,” said Billy, “what do you want 

for Christmas?” 

“Dear me,” said Billy’s mamma, “I don’t 
know of a single thing I want.” 

“But you must want things,” said Billy. 
“You must—it’s a sort of game. It doesn’t 
matter whether you really want the things 
or not.” 

“Oh, I didn’t understand,” said mamma, 
entering into the game. “Well, then, let me 
see. I should like a diamond pin.” 

“And what else?” said Billy. “You must 
want more.” 

“TI want a long sealskin ulster.” 

“Say something else—say lot of things.” 

“I want a new carriage, and a lace collar, 
and some curtains for baby’s room.” 

“Mamma,” said Billy, coming to her side 
and speaking earnestly, “don’t you want a 
card like that one I painted this morning?” 

“Oh, dear, yes,” said mamma, quickly; 
“T should love to have a beautiful card like 
those you ‘paint.” 

Billy went to the window and looked out 
at the snow and the sparrows, hopping on 
the walk which ran down to the street. 

After a minute or two he came to mam- 
ma’s side again: “Mamma,” he said, very 
solemnly, “I won’t say which, ’cause I don’t 
want to spoil your surprise, but one of those 
things you told me you want you’re surely 
going to get for Christmas.” 

Mamma leaned over and kissedghe bright 
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“T do wonder 


little face, and said softly: 


which it will be.’”—Eachange. 


When Santa Claus Forgot 


ETTY rubbed her eyes and sat straight 

up in bed. It was Christmas morning, 
and, strangely enough, the first thing her 
eyes fell upon was a carefully arranged box 
of toys on the foot of her bed. 

Why hadn’t Santa Claus put them in her 
stocking? A glance at the bulging stocking 
at the fireplace answered that. Bewildered, 
she jumped out of bed, calling her mother 
and making ready for a closer examination 
of the toys. 

By the time her mother came into the 
room Betty had found the note pinned to 
the dress of a lovely doll in the box on the 
bed. 

“Read it, mother; read it, mother!” Betty 
begged as she danced excitedly to her stock- 
ing. 

The serious look on her mother’s face 
stopped her before she could take her stock- 
ing down. In answer to the little girl’s 
questioning look, mother read this note: 

DEAR LITTLE BETTY: When I stopped at 
little Dorothy’s house I forgot to leave these 
toys for her. Won’t you please take them 
to her for me and tell her that I did not 


mean to make the mistake? 
Hurriedly, 


Betty forgot all about her stocking. “Help 
me dress, mother,” she begged. “Dorothy 
will be so disappointed if she wakes up and 
does not find her dolly. Don’t you remem- 
ber that she wanted one just like this?” 

Mother remembered, for she had heard 
the little girls talking about things they 
wanted for Christmas, and she was almost 
as eager for little Dorothy’s Christmas to 
be a happy one as she was to have her own 
little Betty happy. “I’ll write Dorothy’s 
mother a note while you finish dressing, 
dear,” she said, and in a moment both the 
note and the little girl were ready. 

Dorothy’s mother, a young, sad-looking 
woman in black, met Betty at the door, but 
Betty was so eager to get to her little friend 
that she had no time to explain her visit. 
She thrust the two notes into the surprised 
woman’s hands and rushed into the room 
where she found Dorothy playing with the 
few things Santa Claus had left her, trying 
her best to look happy and not show her 
mother her disappointment. 

When Dorothy’s mother came in she 
found two very happy little girls. Betty 
secretly wondered why her eyes looked so 
bright and why she held her mother’s note 
so tightly in her hand. But she only smiled 
at the children and said: “You little girls 

remind me, Betty, of a Christmas long ago 
when your mother spent the night with me 
and Santa Claus put all of her toys in my 
stocking.” 

Suddenly Betty remembered that she had 
not seen her own toys, so she jumped up and 
ran home as fast as her little legs would 
carry her—Mary French Caldwell, in 
Christian Advocate. 


SANTA CLAUS. 
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The Sunday-school Lesson for January 1, 1928 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 





John the Baptist and Jesus or John Heralds the Mighty One 


Mark 1:1-13. Devotional Reading: Isa. 40:1-11. 


GOLDEN TEXT—He must increase, but I must decrease. 


Mark 1:1-11 


Supt.—1 The beginning of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God; 


School—2_ As it is written in the prophets, 
Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, 
which shall prepare thy way before thee. 


3 The voice of one crying in the wilder- 
ness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make 
his paths straight. 


4 John did baptize in the wilderness, and 
preach the baptism of repentance for the re- 
mission of sins. 


5 And there went out unto him all the land 
of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were 
all baptized of him in the river Jordan, con- 
fessing their sins. 


John 3:30. 


6 And John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; 
and he did eat locusts and wild honey; 

7 And preached, saying, There cometh one 
mightier than I after me, the latchet of 
whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down 
and unloose. 

8 I indeed have baptized you with water: 
but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost. 

9 And it came to pass in those days, that 
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was 
baptized of John in Jordan. 

10 And straightway coming up out of the 
water, he saw the heavens opened, and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon him: 

11 And there came a voice from heaven, 
saying, Thou are my beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased. 





DAILY READINGS 


Note: The thoughtful, prayerful reading of 
these Daily Readings is an important part of 
the preparation for teaching. 


Monday—John the Baptist and Jesus. Mark 
1:1-11. 
Tuesday—Prophecy Concerning John. Mala- 
chi 3: 1-6. 
John 1: 19- 


Wednesday—Testimony of John. 
34. 


Thursday—Character of John. Luke 7: 18-28. 
Friday—Death of John. Matt. 14: 1-12. 
Saturday—Preparing the Way. Isaiah 52:1-10. 
Sunday—Good Tidings. Isaiah 40: 1-11. 


Approach to the Lesson 


A COLLEGE president wrcte to the In- 

ternational Sunday-school Lesson Com- 
mittee and said that he enjoyed the great 
Bible lessons from Paul and from the pro- 
phets, but he was hungry for a good course 
of lessons for his class in the Sunday-school 
on the life of Jesus himself and he believed 
that the world was hungry for Jesus more 
than for Paul or the prophets. 

Well, here it is. A six-months’ course on 
the life of Jesus as Mark tells the wonder- 
ful story which has come to be called “the 
Gospel”, the “Good News”, or the best story 
ever told or written. And we are to have 
six months of study cf that wonderful story 
beginning today. 

The Gospel of Mark 

Mark was not one of the twelve disciples, 
but history proves to us that he wrote the 
first of the Gospels and that Matthew and 
Luke especially have much of the back- 
ground of Mark’s earlier writing. Mark 
was a companion of Paul and Barnabas and 
an intimate of Peter, and it was probably 
from Peter that he got his most intimate 
touch of the life of Jesus which made him 
able to write so wonderful a little book 
which will never die and yet which you 
could read through from first word to last 
in an hour. 

Mark Wrote to the Romans 

While Matthew’s Gospel was especially 
to the Jews, Mark’s Gospel was to the 
Romans. Matthew was zealous té present 
Jesus as the Jewish Messiah, their coming 
king, and so he wrote of his birth from 
royal Jewish lineage and much of how he 
was the fulfillment of prophecy; but Mark 
knew that Romans would care little for 
that, and so he pictured him as a conquer- 
ing man overcoming mighty obstacles by his 
wondrous power. Matthew told of his birth 
and childhood, but Mark says nothing about 
the child and begins with the man grown 
with his herald going before him proclaim- 
ing the coming of “one mightier than I”. 
It is a picture of power and conquest from 
first to last of Mark’s Gospel. But in all the 
path of the Conqueror, Mark pictures Jesus 
as the great Servant of God, or Son of God, 
and that all his background of power is in 


his divinity and his relation to God. He 
came to do the will of God the Father and 
not to do his own will. He came to give 
and not to get, as Romans came. He came 
to give peace, not war, as did the coming 
of the Roman eagles. He came to tell 
great Caesar that there was a greater than 
he and that the power of that Greater 
One was centered in peace and not in war, 
in love and not in force. 
John the Baptist Heralds the King 

What a strange figure for a king’s herald! 
A man from the woods, clothed in the 
garb of the great out-of-doors, like a wild 
man of the forest. And his food was of 
the wilder sort as well. No pclished diplo- 
mat of the courts, but a plain man of 
God from the deserts. 


He had no “tangling alliances” with the 
world and the ways of the*world. He lived 
in the great silences and found God in the 
mountains and in the rocks and hills and 
caves and valleys of the great “hill country 
of Judea.” e 
“Behold I Send My Messenger Before Thy 

Faee.” V. 2. 

Seven hundred years before Jchn came, 
Isaiah had looked down through the cen- 
turies with the telescope of God’s Word 
within him and had told of this “messenger” 
who was to come and clear the way for the 
coming of “the Mighty One”. His voice 
and his message were to prepare the way 
for the greatest event the world ever knew 
cr was to know, the coming of the Son of 
God to earth. It was a glorious message 
and John was a mighty messenger. 


“A Voice Crying in the Wilderness.” V. 3. 


John hid himself behind his message. 
He was asked by the leaders of Israel (see 
John I) who and what he was, and his reply 
was that he was a “voice”. The message 
was not his. It had been given him to 
deliver and he was the voice to deliver the 
message. John was nothing, but Jesus and 
the Kingdom of Heaven that he was to 
bring were everything, and the voice pro- 
claimed that. No word of self-praise, but a 
realization that he must decrease while 
Jesus increased (Golden Text). George 
Mueller, that mighty man of God who lived 
on prayer and faith, who fed thousands 
of orphaned children for fifty years by 
the answers to his prayers, said that the 
secret of it all was that one day “George 
Mueller died”—died to the world, died to 
all the fear or favor of man and lived only 
to merit the favor of God. He was to be 
nothing to man, that he might be every- 
thing to God in service. 

“Prepare ye the Way of the Lord, 
Make His Paths Straight.” V. 3. 


It was a familiar figure to those who 
lived in the midst of such fearful roads as 
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that day knew. The coming of a king at 
any time would mean that a herald would 
go before, warning all to make ready a 
highway fit for the coming of a conqueror. 
The paths which wound and wound to find 
a way through the hills and wretched mud 
of the valleys were to “be made straight” 
by the lowering of the hills and the filling 
up of the valleys, that the king might come 
in state. Nothing was too good for the 
king. 
“John baptized in the wilderness.” V. 4. 
Baptism was a sign of their preparation 
for the King’s coming. The hills that were 
to be lowered for this spiritual King were 
to be the hills cf pride and self-will, and 
the valleys that were to be filled were the 
woeful lack of sacrifice and service which 
the new King came to bring. Their crooked 
(oh, so crooked!) ways were to be made 
straight and their up-and-down ways were 
to be leveled, that the King might find a 
way into their hearts and lives. Baptism 
did not do all this, but baptism was a sign 
of surrender and that they were ready to 
do this for the King and the Kingdom. 


“All of Judea and Jerusalem, 
Confessing their sins.” V. 5. 

He may have looked like a wild man, 
but he was the most sane man in all Jeru- 
salem and Judea. Emerson says that the 
man who preaches a better sermon or does 
a better thing than his fellows “though he 
live in a forest, the world will beat a path- 
way to his door” and the pathway was beat 
to this man cf the woods, for he had some- 
thing better than their dreams. 

And in the light of the beauty and purity 
of that message, men saw their sin and 
their meanness and their need, and they 
came “confessing their sins” and ready to 
do anything that they might enter this new 
Kingdom of love. 


“There cometh one mightier than I, 
The latchet of whose shoes I am unworthy to 

unloose.” V. 7. 

Jchn’s humility and devotion to his Mas- 
ter were the open door to his power with 
men. Ghandi is the John the Baptist of 
India today, because of his love and humil- 
ity and his willingness to suffer and to 
sacrifice. He who seeks his own will in the 
end loses all, but he who loses his life will 
find it. 

The lowly position of a slave at the feet of 
his master unloosing the latchet of his 
shoes was a place which John felt was too 
high for him with his Master. He felt 
himself unworthy to be his lowest slave, 
and so proved himself worthy of being his 
great servant. 

If there is one grace more than ancther 
in the world that is needed, it is the grace 
of humility. All things come through that 
door. It is not the cheap “I am_ very 
humble” of a Uriah Heep, but the feeling of 
dependence which opens the door to knowl- 
edge and doing and growing. Pride closes 


the door. He who “pretends” will not seek 
further. The humble mind is the teachable 
mind. 


“I baptize you with water: 
He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” 
WV. 8. 


Water baptism is the sign of getting rid 
of something—sin. The baptism of the 
Holy Ghost is the sign of putting on some- 
thing—power. Water cleanses, but the fire 
of the Holy Spirit is the putting on of 
power. That power will never come with- 
out the cleansing, and the least unclean- 
ness will bar out the Spirit of God from 
a man’s life. But cleansing is not enough. 
A elean vessel is useless except that it is 
prepared to be filled for service. We may 
be clean, but we are empty vessels without 
the filling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus came 
that these cleansed vessels may have that 
infilling of power for service. John, that 
“voice in the wilderness”, had found 
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that great secret from God and proclaimed 
its truth to the people. 

“Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee. 
Baptized of John in Jordan.” 9. 

This did not look much like that mighty 
King who was to come in pomp and glory. 
And “from Nazareth”! Can there any good 
come from that God-forsaken town up in 
that “Galilee of the Gentiles”? It surely 
was a tax on faith. 

But remember that John’s “voice” pro- 
claimed not a material kingdom, but a spir- 
itual one. Not the gay trappings of earth- 
ly power and pomp, but the adornment of 
a quiet spirit and a clean heart and a 
loving life. Those were the kingly quali- 
ties which adorned this “Man of Nazareth” 
mighty in himself and not in his cutward 
garb, which oft conceals the poor excuse 
of a man who is within. 

And “he who knew no sin” was baptized 
just as the sinners were baptized to “ful- 
fill all righteousness”. Did ever such love 
and humility meet? Was ever king more 
kingly or a kingdom more strangely pro- 
posed and established? 


“A voice from heaven, saying, 
My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 


If we please God, we may well be in- 
different to what men may think or say or 
do. The secret of the life of Jesus was that 
he did those things which were pleasing to 
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the Father. That is the great secret of his 
life, the one we may imitate. But it takes 
the humility of more than a John the Bap- 
tist and more power than a Caesar and 
more love than the love of a mother and 
more real sacrifice than the world knows. 
But the end of the way is victory, and John 
and Jesus found it—happy in the com- 
radeship of service and sacrifice in the 
power of the Spirit to the children of God. 
Such lives will never die. Such lives can 
never die. Is there not some undying thing 
in these lives for us which shall live to- 
morrow in our day’s work and help to shape 
a future day for others? 


Questions for Class Discussion 


Who wrote the four Gospels? 

Why were they called the Gospels? 

Who wrote the first one? To whom? 

Who was Mark and how did he get his Gos- 
pel? 

Who was John the Baptist? 

Why should God select such a man as the 
“forerunner” of Christ? 

What kind of a man would you have select- 
ed? Why? 

In what way was John a “voice’’? 

Why did he baptize people in water? 

How was Jesus to baptize them? Why? 

How did John show his humility? 

How and where is humility needed today? 

Why was Jesus baptized? 

How did God approve him? 

What qualities do you like about John Bap- 
tist? 

How can we get those qualities 
lives? 


in our 


The Sunday-school Lesson for January 8, 1928 
Jesus and the Sick or Jesus’ Power to Make Whole 


Mark 1:21-45. 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 103:1-8. 


GOLDEN TEXT—He hath done all things well: he maketh both the deaf to hear, 


and the dumb to speak. Mark 7:37. 


Mark 1: 21-34 


Supt.—2f And they went into Capernaum; 
and straightway on the sabbath day he en- 
tered into the synagogue, and taught. 

School—22 And they were astonished at 
his doctrine: for he taught them as one that 
had authority, and not as the scribes. 

23 And there was in their synagogue a 
man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 

24 Saying, Let us alone; what have we to 
do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth? art 
thou come to destroy us? I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God. 

25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, Hold 
thy peace, and come out of him. 

26 And when the unclean spirit had torn 
him, and cried with a loud voice, he came out 
of him. 

27 And they were all amazed, insomuch 
that they questioned among themselves, say- 
ing, What thing is this? what new doctrine 
is this? for with what authority commandeth 


a even the unclean spirits, and they do obey 
m. 


28 And immediately his fame _ spread 
abroad throughout all the region round about 
Galilee, 

29 And forthwith, when they were come 
out of the synagogues, they entered into the 
Cy of Simon and Andrew, with James and 

ohn, 

30 But Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of 
a fever, and anon they tell him of her. 

31 And he came and took her by the hand, 
and lifted her up; and immediately the fever 
left her, and she ministered unto them. 

32 And at even, when the sun did set, they 
brought unto him all that were diseased, and 
them that were possessed with devils. 

33 And all the city was gathered together 
at the door. 

34 And he healed many that were sick of 
divers diseases, and cast out many devils; 
and suffered not the devils to speak, because 
they knew him. 





DAILY READINGS 


Note: The thoughtful, prayerful reading of 
these Daily Readings is an important part of 
the preparation for teaching. 


Monday—Jesus and the Sick. Mark 1: 21-34. 

Tuesday—Seeking Jesus for Healing. Mark 
1: 35-39. 

Wednesday—A _ Leper’s 
Mark 1: 40-45. 

Thursday—Jesus Heals a Nobleman’s Son, 
John 4:46-54, 

Friday—A Palsied Man Cured. Matt. 9: 1-8. 

Saturday—The Gospel of Health. Luke 4: 


Prayer Answered. 


16-24. 


Sunday—Jehovah Heals. Psalm 108: 1-8. 


Approach to the Lesson 
A FRIEND of mine had a beautiful boy 
of whom he and his wife were naturally 
very fond. And his beauty was such that 
anyone might easily love him. But one day 
in playing around a new building his head 
and face were caught in the elevator shaft 
and a heavyweight so cut and crushed and 
disfigured his face which had been so beau- 
tiful that it became the most horrible look- 
ing face I ever saw. We phoned for his 
father and he came and looked on the 
awful face of that boy of his and took him 


to the hospital. He afterwards told me: 
“When I saw Paul with his face crushed and 
so fearfully mangled, I never before loved 
him as I loved him at that time.” 

And that tells us something of the love 
of Jesus. He doesn’t love folks just because 
they are good looking or clever and talented, 
but he loves them because they have need. 
The love of Jesus goes out not just to the 
well and strong, but it is more fully shown 
in his love to those who are not well. He 
said that “they that are whole need not a 
physician” and that he had come to help 
those who needed help. His love went out 
especially to the need of poor, blind, lame, 
sick, and suffering folks. It was their 
need which attracted him and we are Christ- 
like when our love and life go out to those 
in need. 

a cemamed he entered the synagogue.” V. 


Jesus knew the temple and the syna- 
gogue as “means of grace” and it is said of 
him “as his custom was he went into the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day”. He regu- 
larly availed himself of this fountain of 
power. He found God in the mountains and 
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hills and desert places alone, but he found 
him, too, where his people met. 

If we would have anything of his life and 
strength in our lives, we must use the 


means he used to secure that power. He is 
our example, not only in service, but in his 
preparation for service. If we would do 
we must be, and if we would be we must 
become by using the means of grace, even 
as he did. If it were necessary for him, how 
much more for us! His power in time of 
need was because he had stored up power 
for such service. 

“They were astonished at his doctrine . 

He — them as one that had authority. ” 
Vv. 

The scribes of that day taught by saying: 
“On the authority of Rabbi ’, but Jesus 
taught by saying, “But I say unto you”. 
He was not bound by the “tradition of the 
elders” and he spoke and acted “as one 
having authority and not as the scribes”. 

No wonder “they were astonished at his 
doctrine” (teaching) and that they recog- 
nized his authority as one who spoke for 
himself and not the words of a dead past. 

We need less of the “dead past” and 
more of the assurance which Jesus had, 
and we get it by “using the means of grace” 
which is talking with God in prayer and 
having him talk to us in his Word; by 
knowing his Word and doing it in service 
and sacrifice to every child of his. If we 
follow this, our lives and our lips will 
“speak with authority”, for we will have 
“willed to do his will” and we shall know 
the doctrine is true. Jesus’ example is 
everything or nothing to us in this. 

“And Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick ... 
They tell him of her.” V. 30. 

They told him of her because he had 
power to heal and a heart to do it. His 
presence roused hope, for they knew that 
he was touched with a feeling of their in- 
firmities and that weakness and need ap- 
pealed to him. He had saved and served 

thers—why could he not help here? What 
he was and what he had done made them 
believe in what he could and would do. 
That is always the way with us all. What 
we are and what we do make people’s 
estimate af what we will do. If they ask 
you for help in any good work, do not 
protest, but be thankful that your ‘life may 
seem worthy of them coming to you for 
such help. There were hundreds of learned 
and rich and healthy men in Capernaum 
whom they would not think of going to for 
help, and there are hundreds around you 
that you would never think of asking to 
help. Thank God if your life leads them 
to you for it. 

“He took her by the hand... 
He lifted her up.” V. 31. 

That was just like Jesus, the one who 
sympathizes and helps as well as heals. 
He might have stood afar off and said 
some great words and made a scene and 
healed her. But that would not be like 
Jesus and his love for folks. He “took her 
by the hand” and he “lifted her up” in 
that intimate, loving way that showed that 
he shared her need and was personally, 
helpfully, healing her. How different from 
the fanciful stories of great healers! His 
mental and spiritual touch was in the 
healing as well as his physical presence, 
which cheered as it healed. He put his 
all into the helping of this poor house- 
keeper of Peter’s and healed her. 

“And immediately the fever left her, 
And.she ministered unto them.” JV. 31. 

That is the endless chain of real Chris- 
tianity. Jesus ministers to us and then 
we go out to minister to others. Too 
bad that links in the chain are so weak 
and so often broken. But Peter’s wife’s 
mother was a living link and she immedi- 
ately passed on the strength which had 
come into her life from the living Lord. 
If we all would do that, his Kingdom would 
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come sooner and surer than we can now 
believe. 


“And at even, when the sun was set.” V. 32. 
“All the city was at the door.” V. 33. 


Nothing brings a crowd like the true 
story of a soul healed and redeemed. It 
is just the same today. The crowds gather 
where some soul has been wonderfully 
healed, or they come to that meeting where 
men and women are being redeemed and 
healed from sin and made into new men 
and women. They come today as they did 
in that far olden time, both to see Jesus and 
to see those who are healed. 

“And he healed many that were sick.” V. 34. 

It had been a hard, wearying day since 
that hour on the shore in the early morn- 
ing. The calling of the disciples, the teach- 
ing of the Word in the synagogue, the 
trying time with the doubting, heckling 
leaders, the dinner delayed by the sick 
housekeeper, and no time to rest, but only 
time to heal and to help. And now “at 
the end of a long, long day” when it is 
time for rest (for he arises very early in 
the morning), he finds himself in the midst 
of a pressing multitude of needy ones. 

There is no word from him of weariness. 
He seems to move naturally where the 
need is greatest and he heals as he goes. 
Blind eyes seek for him and the light, lame 
feet long to arise and go to him for help, 
deaf ears strain to hear the music of his 
voice, dumb lips try to murmur his name 
and to pray for a way to praise him, and 
the sick and the sinful all about look to 
him as the only hope of their helpless, 
hopeless lives. 

What a short sentence of simple words— 
“And he healed many that were sick;” 
but how much of meaning and life and 
light and joy is born again in those seven 
little words. It means that eyes will see 
which have been denied the light of day; 
that ears will hear and tongues will sing 
his praise which have been voiceless. Can 
you see the happy homes to which that 
singing, leaping, shouting multitude went 
back? New fathers, mothers, children 
went home that night to those they loved 
and kneeled down and thanked God for 
the promised day which they had longed 
for and had lived to see. But most of all 
they thanked God and prayed and cried 
softly as they prayed in thanksgiving for 
the Wonderful One who moved so easily 
among them and who spoke so softly and 
healed their bodies and souls with his 
touch. It was a wonderful day in Caper- 
naum when Jesus came to town. It will 
be a wonderful day in your town and mine 
when he comes. 

“And suffered not the devils to speak, 
Because they knew him.” VY. 34. 

He was not seeking glory nor the praise 
of men or angels or devils. He had a work 
to do and he went about doing it. Devils 
might oppose and men might praise or 
blame, but he moved from the straight 
line of love and duty not one hair’s breadth. 
Neither praise nor blame could move him, 
and he sought not the popularity of the 
crowd, but ever he seemed to shun it and 
to seek the place apart. 

_ How unlike him we are! How much we 
live on the praise and blame of our fellows! 
How much we listen to the voice of “Mrs. 
Grundy” and wonder “what folks will say” 
if we do this or that! We are afraid to live 
our own lives and seek to live the life 
that the world around us and the custom of 
that world mark out. How unlike Jesus 
we are in all this! Why do we seek so 
much to please the neighbors and to be 
spoken well of them? How little do we 
seek to please God and seek to have him 
speak well of us! 

“He hath done all things well. . . . 

The deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak.” 
(Golden Text) 

The most of us can do some things well, 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


but Jesus did “all things well”. He not 
only taught truly, but he lived truly. Con- 
fucius and Socrates and Solomon can give 
us wisdom teaching by the ream, but the 
difference between them and Jesus is that 
he lived all that he taught—he lived it all. 

And that is a mighty difference. Byron 
wrote some of the sweetest and most beau- 
tiful things in the wonderfully beautiful 
English language, but Byron did not live 
what he sang, and today, because of his 
loose living, they deny him a resting place 
in honored Westminster Abbey. 

Jesus loved folks and lived for them. 
He is our example. 


Questions for Class Discussion 


How many people in the world does God 
love? 
How many people did Jesus come to save? 
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Why did he come for wicked people who 
hated him? 

Why did he especially help the sick and 
needy? 

Did he seem to love strong or weak peo- 
ple most? 

Why did he go to the synagogue on the 
Sabbath? 

Did Jesus need to pray? 
Why? 

What need did he find in Peter’s home? 

How did he help Peter’s mother-in-law? 

Describe just how the story tells of her 
healing. 

How did she pass on the strength she re- 
ceived? 

How do we pass on the help Jesus gives us? 

What brought the multitudes to Peter’s 
home? 

How did Jesus meet them? Heal them? 

a of happy homes that night in that 
land. 

How is Jesus different from Solomon and 
his wise teachings? 


Go to church? 


The Sunday-school Lesson for January 15, 1928 


Jesus and Sinners or Jesus’ Power Over Sin 


Mark 2:3-12, 15-17. 


GOLDEN TEXT—I came not to call the righteous but sinners. 


Mark 2: 3-12 


Supt——3 And they come unto him, bring- 
ing one sick of the palsy, which was borne 
of four. 

School—1 And when they could not come 
nigh unto him for the press, they uncovered 
the roof where he was: and when they had 
broken it up, they let down the bed wherein 
the sick of the palsy lay. 

5 And when Jesus saw their faith, he said 
unto the sick of the palsy, Son, thy sins be 
forgiven thee. 

6 But there were certain of the scribes sit- 
ting there, and reasoning in their hearts, 

7 Why doth this man thus speak blasphe- 
mies? who can forgive sins but God only? 

S And immediately when Jesus perceived 
in his spirit that they so reasoned within 
themselves, he said unto them, Why reason 
ye these things in your hearts? 

9 Whether is it easier te say to the sick 
of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee: or to 
say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk? 

10 But that ye may know that the Son of 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 32:1-11. 


Mark 2:17. 


man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he 
saith to the sick of the palsy,) 

11 I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy 
bed, and go thy way into thine house. 

12 And immediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went forth before them all; inso- 
much that they were all amazed, and glori- 
fied God, saying, We never saw it on this 


fashion. 
Mark 2:15-17 


15 And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat 
at meat in his house, many publicans and 
sinners sat also together with Jesus and his 
disciples: for there were many, and they fol- 
lowed him. 

16 And when the scribes and Pharisees 
saw him eat with publicans and sinners, they 
said unto his disciples, How is it that he eat- 
eth and drinketh with publicans and sinners? 

17 \When Jesus heard it, he saith unto 
them, They that are whole have no need of 
the physician, but they that are sick: I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to re- 
pentance. 





DAILY READINGS 


Note: The thoughtful, prayerful reading of 
these Daily Readings is an important part of 
the preparation for teaching. 


Monday—Jesus and Sinners. 

Tuesday—The Story of the Prodigal. 
15: 11-21. 

Wednesday—A Proud Sinner. Luke 18: 18-30. 

Thursday—A Penitent Sinner. Luke 19: 1-10. 

Friday—A Sinful City Doomed. Luke 19:41-46. 

Saturday—Jesus Condemns False Teachers. 
Matt. 23: 23-33. 

Sunday—The Blessings of Forgiveness. Psalm 
32: 1-11. 


Mark 2: 1-17. 
Luke 


Approach to the Lesson 


N RS. WHITMORE, that beautiful and 
cultured and Christian lady of New 
York City, took a rose in her hand one 
night and said she was going to give it 
to the wickedest woman she could find 
in the city that night. And, armed with 
her rose and her companion, she went into 
the lowest dives of that wicked city and 
found its cbscenity and moral filth on every 
hand, which seemed to melt away almost 
at the coming of such a Christian apparition 
in the midst. 

Late in the night in one of the lowest 
dives of the city she found a poor, fallen, 
sinful, drunken, cursing thing which was 
once a woman and Mrs. Whitmore pinned 
the rose on her breast with her own hands 
and kissed her! That Christlike act of that 
Christian woman awcke to life the soul 
in the breast of that form which housed 
a woman and she fell at the feet of her 
wonderful friend, and the short of the long 
story is that she became a great Christian 
leader in Mrs. Whitmore’s Door of Hope 
for fallen women and when she died, after 
a few short years of wonderful Christlike 
service to her sisters, she was followed to 


her grave by thousands who rose up and 
called her blessed for her beautiful life 
among them. Today her picture, with that 
of Mrs. Whitmore’s, graces the walls of the 
Door of Hope, which still ministers to the 
“worst women of New York”, as they are 
chosen to be called. 
Jesus and Sinners 

Mrs. Whitmore caught her spirit from 
the attitude of Jesus toward those who 
were sinners. There was no sinner too 
low to be reached by his love. He came 
to seek and to save the lost and not to be 
praised and petted by the righteous (?). If 
Jesus had only loved those who are lovely, 
he would not have been the Jesus we know. 
He came not to “help those who help them- 
selves’ so much as to help those who 
couldn’t help themselves. He came to give 
hope to those who had lost hope and life 
to those who thought that life was not 
worth the living. He came to sing the 
jubilee song of deliverance for every created 
child of God and to tell them the glad 
story of eternal life with the sons of God. 
That was his “good news from a far coun- 
try” and that is the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of the living God. 
“Art thou a mourner, rouse thee from thy 
Art woe n sinner, sins can be forgiven. 
Each morn shall give thee wings to fly from 


hell, 
Each night a star to guide thy feet to 
heaven.” 

And no matter how dark the night, the 
Star of Bethlehem shone the brighter to 
guide on the way to eternal life and light 
for the helpless without him. Jesus was 
and is the friend of sinners. He hates 
the disease of sin, but he loves the sinner 


who is suffering from the disease, and as 
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the Great Physician he comes to heal those 
who have need of healing—and that takes 
us all in. He is not just the friend of 
the far-off, unknown, coarse-minded sinner, 
but he is a friend to the sinner who lives in 
your house and sleeps in your bed and 
wears your clothes for “all have sinned 
and come short of the glory of God” and 
we are only degrees of sinners. 

“Bringing one sick—borne of four.” V. 3. 

Every helpless man or woman needs other 
stronger ones to bring them to the Great 
Physician. This man had friends and the 
most of us would be poor indeed if we 
had none. It may be that we can name 
the “four” who bore us into the presence 
of the Master. Was it mother, father, pas- 
tor, teacher, friend, business associate? It 
may be that it was not just one of these, 
but we may have been “borne cf four”. 
Mother and home helped some, and the 
teacher and the preacher each had a corner 
of the stretcher that brought us, and maybe 
a good friend had the fourth corner and 
all had a hand in helping us in. And so 
it is time for us to take a corner and help 
another who needs a lift. 

“They uncovered the roof... 
They let down the bed.” V. 4. 

These four friends were not going to be 
daunted. They were going through what 
they began in spite of all obstacles. We 
sometimes quit and say, “It’s too hard, I 
can’t go on”. One of our good Christian 
women was leading a conference and speak- 
ing of things to do in the Kingdom of God 
on earth, when another woman in the con- 
ference spoke up and said: “Well, you know 
Mrs. S , that is easy to say, but that’s 
a hard thing to do”. And Mrs. S re- 
plied: “I know right well that it is a hard 
thing to do, but it must be done and in this 
rushing, pushing, fighting Twentieth Cen- 
tury who is looking for an easy job?” 

We would think that the easiest thing 
these four friends could have done would be 
to have given up and gone back home, but 
their love for their friend made that the 
hardest thing to do, and the easiest thing 
was to go ahead and do the harder thing. 
Is it an easy thing for a wife to rest when 
her loved husband is in danger? Is it easy 
for a real mother to go off to a “good time” 
when her babe lies at the point of death? 
No the hardest thing then becomes the easi- 
est thing for her to do and she wants to 
do it. It is just a matter of how much love 
is back of our duty and desire. 

“Jesus saw their faith. . . 
Thy sins are forgiven.” V. 5. 

They sought cure from palsy of the body 
and he gave a cure for palsy of the soul. 
They saw ‘the outer shaking and need, but 
he saw the inner impotent man and gave 
him that higher life. It is indeed greater 
to say, “Thy sins be forgiven thee”, than 
to say, “Arise and walk’. The saying of 
either depends on the power of him who 
says it to put it into execution, but the first 
is the greater. 

“Scribes reasoning in their hearts.” V. 6. 
“Who can forgive sins but God only?” VY. 7. 

How many of us are “reasoning in our 
hearts” instead of taking the good which 
comes from God and being thankful and 
happy with it? How many of us are finding 
fault with the miracles instead of taking the 
power that God gives us to make a miracle 
of ourselves? How many of us are criticiz- 
ing the ancient “scribes and Pharisees” and 
following in their footsteps pretty closely? 
Let us take out the beam before we probe for 
the mote. 

“Why reason ye these things?” V. 8. 


But Jesus condemns them and us who 
walk with them in the path of hard, cold 
reason when there is need for love and help 
for a poor fellow in trouble. Reason has its 








place, but that place is not the highest place 
in life. Love is higher and sweeter and bet- 
ter and there is more life in it. Faith 
transcends reason and leads to love, but it 
does not do away with reason. Where know]- 
edge and reason stop, there faith and love 
may goon. Thank God for our wonderful, 
reasoning faculties, but thank him, too, that 
he did not leave us to them as a final resort. 
We can reason through the telescope to the 
fartherest star or through the microscope 
to the tiniest electron, but when knowledge 
and reason stop then faith wings its way on 
into the eternities of God. Without faith 
beyond reason there would be no progress 
in the world. Paul’s “Love Chapter” (1 
Cor. 13) tells us that Love “believeth all 
things and that is faith, but he does not tell 
us that love knoweth all things. We can 
love farther than we know by the aid of 
faith. So let us with the other modern 
Scribes and Pharisees step out on knowledge 
to reason, and from reason’s limits to faith 
and love of souls in need even if we do not 
know all and even if what we do know is 
not the best. 

“The Son of God hath power.” V. 10. 

No one knows what power is, but all know 
that there is power, for we can see what it 
does. No one understands what the power 
of gravitation or of electricity is, but we 
know it by what it does. No one under- 
stands the power of God in Christ Jesus, but 
we see what it does and we are satisfied that 
“The Son of God hath power” and that sin 
and Satan cannot stand before that power. 
That’s enough. You can reason until the 
crack of doom about it, but you will never 
know what it is; but you can know right 
now what it can do. 


“Arise, take up thy bed and go thy way.” V. 
1. 


This poor, palsied fellow received a thou- 
sandfold more than he expected to receive, 
and so does every man who trusts Jesus 
fully. The palsied man and his friends hoped 
that Jesus would heal him, but not so fully 
that he could get up in full strength and 
take up the bed he was lying on and carry 
it home. They had not calculated on his be- 
ing cured of sin within as well as sickness 
and suffering in his physical body. He who 
trusts Jesus gets more than he asks or ex- 
pects. I never imagined how much Jesus 
would mean to my life when I first sought 
and found him. Did you? 

Jesus said to the poor, sinful woman at the 
well, “If thou knewest the gift of God and 
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who it is that speaketh to thee!” In other 
words, “If you only knew what I could give 
you!” If the world only knew what reali- 
ties there are in the “Jesus way” of life. 

Ghandi said to Dr. Jones in India, “If 
Christians would only really live the Jesus 
way of living, you could not keep Christ out 
of India”. There are great untouched Chris- 
tian resources. The most of us who have 
been “cured” are content to lie and rest on 
the bed of our healing instead of taking up 
that bed and going back home to live the new 
life given. 
Many publicans and sinners followed him 
“He eateth and drinketh with sinners.” V. 16. 

How many of us would dare to “eat with 
sinners” as Jesus did? It was a harder 
thing to do in his day with their customs 
than it is today, but we do not follow in 
his train. We preach to the righteous most- 
ly and we teach those who come to Sunday- 
school and we eat with the deacons and the 
preacher and with the Christian company 
a thousand times to once that we “eat with 
sinners”. The Scribes and Pharisees could 
not cry out against us along that line. We 
are very orthodox and we let the world care 
for itself. Jesus went to them. 
And now the Golden Text 

Let us read it over again and pray about 
it and see if we “have the mind of Christ” in 
respect to loving and helping sinners. We 
might say loving and helping our “fellow- 
sinners” and be nearer the truth. 


Questions for Class Discussion 


How could Mrs. Whitmore love ‘the wick- 
edest woman in New York’’? 

Who taught this lesson to the world? 

What was the need of the man sick of the 
palsy? 

How did he get to the place where Jesus 
was? 

How many helped him? How many helped 
you? How many have you helped? 

What deeper need did Jesus meet in his 
life? 

Why did the scribes criticize instead of 
cheer? 

Do you know anybody who acts that way 
today? 

How far are you and I from such a state? 

To cure body or souls—which was easier? 

How much more did Jesus do than heal 
him from palsy? 

What did he do when healed? 

Why did the Publicans and sinners flock to 
Jesus? 

Why did he eat and drink with them? 

Why was he criticized for so doing? 

Why would we be criticized for doing the 
like? 

What was his motive? What would ours 

4 


What is the teaching of the Golden Text? 


The Sunday-school Lesson for January 22, 1928 


Jesus and the Law (Temperance Lesson) 
Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
GOLDEN TEXT—Think not that I have come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 


I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. 


Mark 2: 18-22 


Supt.—18 And the disciples of John and of 
the Pharisees used to fast: and they come 
and say unto him, Why do the disciples of 
John and of the Pharisees fast, but thy dis- 
ciples fast not? 

School—19 And Jesus said unto them, Can 
the children of the bridechamber fast, while 
the bridegroom is with them? as long as they 
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot 
fast. 

20 But the days will come, when the bride- 
groom shall be taken away from them, and 
then shall they fast in those days. 

21 No man also seweth a piece of new 
cloth on an eld garment: else the new piece 
that filled it up taketh away from the old, and 
the rent is made worse. 

22 And no man putteth new wine into old 
bottles: else the new wine doth burst the bot- 
tles, and the wine is spilled, and the bottles 
will be marred: but new wine must be put 
into new bottles. 


Matt. 5:17. 


Mark 3:1-6 


1 And he entered again into the syna- 
gzogue; and there was a man there which had 
a withered hand. 

2 And they watched him, whether he would 
heal him on the sabbath day; that they might 
accuse him. 

3 And he saith unto the man which had 
the withered hand, Stand forth. 

4 And he saith unto them, Is it lawful to 
do good on the sabbath days, or to do evil? 
to save life, or to kill? But they held their 
peace. 

5 And when he had looked round about on 
them with anger, being grieved for the hard- 
ness of their hearts, he saith unto the man, 
Stretch forth thine hand. And he stretched 
it out: and his hand was restored whole as 
the other. 

6 And the Pharisees went forth, and 
straightway took counsel with the Herodians 
against him, how they might destroy him. 
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DAILY READINGS 


Note: The thoughtful, prayerful reading of 
these Daily Readings is an important part of 
the preparation for teaching. 


Monday—Jesus and the Law. Mark 2: 18-22. 

Tuesday—How Jesus Observed the Sabbath. 
Mark 3: 1-6. 

Wednesday—Jesus and Personal Purity. Matt. 
5: 27-32. 

Thursday—Jesus and Perjury. 

Friday—Jesus and Retaliation. 

Saturday—Jesus Summarizes the Law. 
22: 34-40. 

Sunday—Knowing and 
Psalm 119: 33-40. 


Matt. 5: 33-37. 
Matt, 5:38-42. 
Matt. 


Obeying the Law. 


Approach to the Lesson 


NY man who is bound by the letter of the 

law is a slave. The man who lives in the 
United States of America and is a total ab- 
stainer because the law makes him so, is a 
slave to the law and to his country. But 
the man who lives in the United States of 
America and abstains from intoxicating 
liquors not only because it is the law but 
because he wants to do so for the good of 
himself and his fellow-man—that man is 
a free man and found the “higher law” 
which Jesus lived. 
Filling the Law Full—Running Over 

Jesus said that he came not to destroy 
the law but to fulfill it (Golden Text) and 
the Good Book later says that “love is the 
fulfilling of the law”, or the filling of it so 
full that is runs over in blessing instead of 
being a limitation of life. The “Royal Law” 
is that thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self, and all right earthly law is covered by 
that Royal Law of life. If you love your 
neighbor as yourself, you will not harm him 
any more than you would seek to harm your- 
self. If you love your neighbor as yourself, 
you will not kill him or steal from him or 
harm him, but (if you really loye your 
neighbor as yourself) you will do the very 
best you can for him that he may have the 
best as you desire the best. 
The Slave and the Freeman 

And the man who follows that law is 
above the prohibitions of earthly law. He 
doesn’t do it because he must do it or be 
punished, but he does it because he loves 
his fellow-man and longs to do it. He does 
what he wants to do and therefore he is a 
free man. The man who does what he has 
to do is a slave. They both live in a land 
which has the same law, but the difference is 
not in the law, but in the man. That is the 
“Jesus way” of living the second mile. You 
go the first mile (of law) because you have 
to, but you go the second mile (of love) be- 
cause you want to. Stand fast in such a 
liberty which makes you free. 
Jesus and the Law 

Seven times Jesus did miracles on the 
Sabbath day although the church of his day 
said that it was a thing of sin to do so. Jesus 
obeyed a higher law than their interpreta- 
tion of God’s law. They said that if an 
animal fell into a ditch on the Sabbath and 
couldn’t get out, that one would be permit- 
ted to help it out. But if a man or woman 
was suffering, that it was unlawful to heal 
such an one on the Sabbath. Jesus said that 
“a man is better than a sheep” and in his 
love for man he went past their law and 
healed. They said to help an animal only, 
but he said to help an animal and to help a 
man or woman or child in need as well. He 
just went further and “fulfilled the law” or 
filled it full. It was only partly full with 
their traditions. He filled it up. 
“The Pharisees and John fast, 
Thy disciples fast not.” V. 18. 

Here is a crowd quibbling for the law or 
“the traditions of the elders” about fast- 
ing. It had come to be a formal thing with 


them, and the real heart of it was far from 
them. Abstaining from food is not all there 
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It is the outward form, but 


is to fasting. : 
the inner fact is that we are so lost in our 
love for God and man that we forget our 


necessary food. Did you ever know of a 
mother who was so concerned about the life 
of her babe that she forgot to eat or could 
not eat because her life was knit up in her 
love for the child? That is real fasting. 
Did you ever see one so bent on saving a 
man’s soul or relieving him from great dan- 
ger that it would have been almost sacrilege 
to tell him that it was meal time? That is 
the real spirit of fasting. 

Jesus said that fasting had a “higher 
law” than they knew. It had to do with 
the inner man, and if the inner man was 
joyful, as at a wedding (verse 19), that it 
was no time for fasting. But if the real 
man were sorrowful, as at a time of death 
(see verse 20), then the man would really 
fast and food would be distasteful to him 
because his mind and heart were centered 
on a loved one who was gone. Then he 
would really fast. Thus would be fulfilled 
the law—the real law. 

“New cloth in an old garment.” V. 
“New wine in old bottles.” V. 22. 

Jesus came not just to patch up an old 
law to make it work, but he came to make 
it into a new and higher law—a New Testa- 
ment by his life. The old law (of legal 
form) was negative and told what you 
should not do. The new law (of love and 
sacrifice) was positive and told what you 
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should do. It included the old law, but it 
was new. I just came from seeing the new 
Ford car. It is a new car, and you would 


hardly think of its being a Ford. But in 
fact it conserves every worth-while thing 
that Ford has known in making Ford cars 
in twenty years. Some of the old theories 
about making an automobile it has discara- 
ed, but it is still a Ford and has all of the 
best that was ever in a Ford.~* 

This may be a far cry to God’s Word, but 
it is a true one. God’s Word was the same 
with Jesus, but he was throwing out the 
“traditions of the elders” and the false in- 
terpretation put upon it and many unsight- 
ly things which had been read into it and 
was now interpreting it in the New Testa- 
ment of his life blood the Royal Law of the 
Lord which was built not on force or form 
but on love. It was new, but nothing old 
and worth while was lost. 


A Child and the Law 

Israel in its old days was a child, and God 
“overlooked” (as Paul says) much of the 
ignorance of the early days of the childhood 
of the race. To have taught as Jesus taught 
and lived in those early days would have 
been misunderstood. Babies cannot under- 
stand sacrificial love. You cannot make 
them understand it. When the missionaries 
first came to China and taught the Jesus 
way of sacrifice and service as an end of 
life, the Chinese laughed at the “weakness” 
of such a life and said that no man or na- 
tion could live under such a “weak” reli- 
gion. But the nearer men and nations have 
lived to that “Jesus way” the stronger they 
have become and the more they have de- 
pended on material strength and force the 
weaker they are to day. All ancient nations 
depended on the material strength of their 
army and their force in the field and all 
have gone—Babylon, Assyria, Persia, 
Greece, Rome, Germany—call the roll of na- 
tions which preserved their lives by force, 
and then see how in the midst of the life of 
Greece and Rome and the ages the force of 
Christlike love has grown stronger and 
stronger among men and nations, and the 
nations today which are friendliest and far- 
therest from a_ warlike spirit are the 
greatest nations of the world. And the na- 
tions which depended on force and armies 





DECEMBER 15, 1927 








and fighting men are gone and going from 
the earth. It was hard for God to teach that 
to the “children” in the days of the childhood 
of the race but now he “calls on men every- 
where to repent”. The new law of love is 
higher and greater and is victorious. 

“He entered into the synagogue. . . 

A man which had a withered hand.” V. 1. 

There was much to see in the synagogue, 
but Jesus saw the man who needed him. 
Some would only have seen the minister or 
ruler of the synagogue and have been inter- 
ested in the services, but Jesus saw more 
and truer than we, and he saw the service he 
could render as well as the services he could 
attend. He saw the man in need and that 
was the center of his sight. Other things 
ministered to him, but it was his place to 
minister to this man. 

“They watched him. . . 
That they might accuse him.” YV. 2. 

They thought more of the law than of the 
man. And that may be the danger with 
some of us in this prohibition wave. After 
all, it is not a question of law but a question 
of helping and saving men. The scribes and 
Pharisees were so intent on “enforcing the 
law” that they forgot that “the law was 
made for man and not man for the law”. 
We will never win by “enforcement” alone. 
Love for men with Christian teaching to 
childhood (coming men) and helpful Chris- 
tian service to the victims of the terrible 
scourge of intemperance must take its place 
with “enforcement” or the day will never 
come when victory will be with us. It takes 
more than force or “enforce” to make a 
man or a nation or a world. The higher law 
of love and not the lower law of force must 
come in if the cause is to win. 

The scribes and Pharisees were trying to 
“enforce the law” by “accusing” all who 
broke it, but not ready to fill the law with 
love and make it winsome and helpful and 
victorious by so doing. 

We have something to learn and some- 
thing to avoid from them. 


“Is it lawful to do good on Sabbath days?” 
V. 4. 


“The Sabbath was made for man”, said 
Jesus, and if that is true, then the law 
which gave us the Sabbath was for the good 
of man and all that builds him up is for his 
good. Rest builds him up, but seven days 
a week tears him down. Worship builds 
him up, but everlastingly with “his nose to 
the grindstone” without a Sabbath to turn 
his mind to God breaks him down. 

And so with all true laws of God. They 
are the higher laws which Jesus brought, 
and all of our laws should be built on them. 
“The law (as Paul says) is but a schoolmas- 
ter to bring us to Christ.” Most of us were 
not in love with our schoolmasters, but they 
brought us to the place where we needed 
and longed to be. So with all right laws 
which bring us to Christ, the fulfillment of 
the law. 


Questions for Class Discussion 


Why do we have laws at all? 

When is a man a slave to the law? 

How may he be a freeman where law ex- 
ists? 

How did Jesus “fulfill the law’’? 

Why did he not destroy the old law? 

Why did they demand that his disciples 
fast? 

What is the heart of fasting? 

Why did Jesus answer them as he did 
about fasting? 

What was the meaning of putting the old 
into the new? 

Whom did Jesus find in need in the syna- 
gogue? 

Why did the leaders watch him? 

Were they “law enforcers” only? 

Why do we need more than “law enforce- 
ment’? 

How did Jesus put man’s good above legal 
bickerings? 

What should be our attitude toward law? 

What is meant by Paul’s words, “The law 

Why do men go to hear Goo’s word now? 
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The Sunday-school Lesson for January 29, 1928 


The Growing Fame of Jesus or The Secret of Jesus’ Fame 


Mark 3:7-12, 6:53-56. Devotional Reading: Isa. 60:1-9. 
GOLDEN TEXT—The common people heard him gladly. Mark 12:37. 


Mark 3: 7-12 


Supt.—7 But Jesus withdrew himself with 
his disciples to the sea: and a great multi- 
tude from Galilee followed him, and from 
Judaea, 

School—S And from Jerusalem, and from 
Idumaea, and from beyond Jordan; and they 
about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, 
when they had heard what great things he 
did, came unto him. 

9 And he spake to his disciples, that a 
small ship should wait on him because of the 
multitude, lest they should throng him. 

10 For he had healed many; insomuch 
that they pressed upon him for to touch him, 
as many as had plagues. 

11 And unclean spirits, when they saw 
him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, 
Thou art the Son of God. 


12 And he straitly charged them that they 
should not make him known. 


Mark 6: 53-56 


53 And when they had passed over, they 
came into the land of Gennesaret, and drew 
to the shore. 

54 And when they were come out of the 
ship, straightway they knew him. 

55 And ran through that whole region 
round about, and began to carry about in 
beds those that were sick, where they heard 
he was. 

56 And whithersoever he entered, into vil- 
lages, or cities, or country, they laid the sick 
in the streets, and besought him that they 
might touch if it were but the border of his 
garment: and as many as touched him were 
made whole. 





DAILY READINGS 


Note: The thoughtful, prayerful reading of 
these Daily Readings is an important part of 
the preparation for teaching. 


Monday—The Growing Fame of Jesus. Mark 
3: 7-12. 

Tuesday—Jesus’ Fame Fills 
6: 53-56. 

Wednesday—A Multitude Fed. 

Thursday—A Multitude Taught. 


Galilee. Mark 


Mark 8: 1-10. 
Matt. 13: 


1-9. 

Friday—Many Samaritans Believe. John 4: 
39-4 

Saturday—The Triumphant Jesus. John 12: 


12-19. 
Sunday—The Messiah’s Glory. Isaiah 69: 1-9. 


Approach to the Lesson 
POPULARITY is power if used in the 
right way. It may be a power for good 
or for evil. Lindbergh was the most popu- 
larized hero the world ever knew. No man 
in so brief a time had the acclaim of all the 
world from kings and presidents to the com- 
mon people. He might have used that popu- 
larity ‘to have made millions for him- 
self. He might have used it to have popu- 
larized certain brands of cigarettes or cer- 
tain movie films, but he chose to use it to 
popularize aviation, which may have been 
the highest thing that he was capable of 
seeing. At least he did not selfishly use his 
great popularity for his own selfish ends, 
but sought to give it to his country. 

But popularity could not change Lind- 
bergh. They offered him wines and feasts 
and dances and pleasures and position and 
money, but he wonderfully came through 
them ail and said in his own peculiar way, 
“They mean nothing to me.” It was almost 
like Paul said on a higher plane, “None of 
these things move me.” 

“Jesus withdrew himself.” V. 7. 

Jesus avoided popularity on every hand. 
He “send the multitudes away” often. He 
“suffered no man” to tell of the wonders that 
he did to them. He told the cured blind man 
“to tell no man” of this. He sought the 
desert places alone and with his company 
of twelve. No man avoided popularity more 
than he. 

For he understood that the crowd was 
fickle and that his work was primarily not 
with them but to train up a little company 
of men who would understand the truth of 
God which he came to bring and would be 
ready to go out and carry it to the ends of 
the earth and to die for it if needs be. That 
was the great center of his mission and he 
sought to be alone with them very much, 
but the crowds pressed on him and sought 
to see and hear him. Their motives were 
not the highest, but neither is the motive of 
any crowd of hero-worshipers then or now. 
They are always ready to shout his praises 
on Palm Sunday and then crucify him with- 





in a week. They greet Dewey with multi- 

tudes and bands in New York and give him 

a house to live in and then turn on him 

within a month. You cannot pin your faith 

to the crowds. Talmadge preached to thou- 
sands, but he is gone and where are they? 

Gone to hear another popular man I sup- 

pose. The crowds are fickle. 

“Multitudes ... 
did.” V. 8. 
Curiosity is the first step into learning, 

but if it ends with curiosity satisfied, it is a 

poor end. Curiosity should go on to attention 

and attention to interest and interest to con- 
viction and action—then would curiosity be 

a good road to travel. 

The crowds heard of the “great things he 
did” and moved, with curiosity, they came 
to see him who did these things and with a 
possibility that they would see him do some 
other wonderful things. God put curiosity 
in man’s make-up and meant it to lead to 
the best and highest things. Of itself, it 
does not get far, but the world would be 
poor indeed without it as an incentive to 
knowledge and understanding and growth. 
Many who came to laugh remained to pray. 
Curiosity brought them there, but under- 
standing and love held them. 

The trouble with the Athenians in relig- 
ion was that they were all curiosity and 
spent their time on seeking out some new 
thing until they (like Solomon} were ready 
to say: “There is no new thing under the 
sun,” and to such an one life has lost its 
zest. It is a false word, but it is killing to 
one who believes it. 


heard what great things he 


“He spake to his disciples, 
A small ship (boat) should wait on him, 
Lest the multitudes throng him.” V. 9. 

Jesus did not seek the crowd, but the 
crowd sought Jesus, and he gave them the 
best he had for them. He knew that they 
could not take in the great truths of the 
Kingdom except as little children learn, and 
so he taught them in two ways: First, in 
concrete things before them (healing); and 
second, in story form. Mark says, “With- 
out a parable spake he not unto them.” He 
told them stories (parables) as you would 
speak to children, and afterward with his 
disciples he went deeper into the things of 
the Kingdom which the stories represented. 

Jesus knew that in every crowd there 
were some true seekers for the Kingdom, 
and he was ready to work for all that he 
might win some. He did not forget the in- 
dividual in the crowd. 
Big Crowds and Little.Companies 

During the war a really great New York 
City preacher (the pastor of John D. Rocke- 
feller’s church, Dr. Woelfkin) came to camp 
on invitation to address a regiment of 2,500 
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men, but in the military emergency the men 
were ordered elsewhere by the authorities 
before he arrived and he had but a little 
handful in a great auditorium which would 
seat 2,500. But Dr. Woelfkin, true prophet 
of God that he was, preached a great ser- 
mon to that little band—as great as if there 
had been a crowded auditorium. After the 
meeting, Dr. Woelfkin was asked how he 
could preach such a great sermon to a hand- 
ful, and he replied: “I have learned long 
ago to preach to one man as if he were a 
thousand and to a thousand as if they were 
one man.” He meant that he had learned 
not to be carried away with the crowds nor 
to forget the need of the individual man in 
the crowd. Jesus did not forget that. He 
preached to the crowd, but he remembered 
that the crowd was made up of individuals 
with individual needs. 

“He healed many. . . 

They pressed upon him.” V. 10. 

Here was something that they could see 
and sense. It was the kindergarten way of 
teaching for children who could not under- 
stand that there were higher things as yet. 
It is hard to tell some childish minds that 
money is not the greatest thing in the world. 
It is hard to tell some in the crowd that bod- 
ily health is not the greatest thing in the 
world. But Jesus led them from the things 
they could sense and see to the higher life 
and until he could say with meaning, “Thy 
sin be forgiven thee.” But a crowd. or a 
man in the crowd who has no sense of’ being 
a sinner, has no knowledge or desire of for- 
giveness. de began where they were and 
led them to what they should face and bade 
them act. We can learn everything in teach- 
ing and preaching from Jesus, the Master 
Teacher, and the teacher of all preachers. 
“Thou art the son of God.” V. 11. 

“They should not make him known.” V. 12. 

There was every reason why they should 
not go forth to proclaim him. They had a 
wrong idea of him and his mission, and they 
would go and tell of his power to heal bod- 
ies and not know yet his power to heal souls 
—the greater thing which he came to do. 

Then the crowds who would come for bod- 
ily healing would make it impossible for 
him to reach and to teach the little com- 
pany who needed him that they might fully 
understand his mission and go forth then to 
give it in truth to a world in need. 

Phillips Brooks, the great Boston 
preacher, always had a great audience and 
a great hearing wherever he went. But 
his many acts of personal kindness are now 
known and he is loved for them by many a 
man or woman or child who knew him in 
this way. One day a. man from a far city 
came to see him and to request him to at- 
tend an anniversary meeting, and in his 
zeal he said, “It will be a great occasion, 
and we will assure you of a great crowd to 
hear you”; to which the great preacher re- 
plied: “I hate great occasions. I hate great 
crowds.” Sometimes the crowd keeps one 
away from the more intimate thing which 
may be the more important thing to do. We 
are never sure whether the ministry to one 
or a thousand is more important. Jesus 
knew the value of the crowd and the value 
of getting away from the crowd to the audi- 
ience of one man or woman or child. 

“They knew him.” V. 54. 
“They laid the sick in the streets.” V. 56. 

They knew him and thought they knew 
him well when they brought their sick for 
healing. They knew that much of him, but 
they could not know all. They knew the 
body healer, but they did not know the soul 
winner. 

Some sought him for healing of the body 
and some came for the loaves and fishes to 
be fed, but some came “to hear the Word 
of God” and were not disappointed. 

Many come to his house today with as 
many motives. Some come from habit and 
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some come for society and some come for 
music and some for to hear the Word 
of God and pray. But still the mul- 
titudes come. He has not lost his 
attraction. It may be that in your corner 
of the world that not many come, but never 
forget that millions on millions in this great 
round world still fiock to the house of God 
on the Sabbath day. More went there last 
year than ever in the world’s history and 
more will go next year. The crowds still 
come, but with many motives. That which 
pained his heart was that they were as 
“sheep without a shepherd” and as he looked 
out on the crowds his heart grieved and “he 
had compassion on them,” for they had been 
wrongly led. 

Let us sing with Dr. Frank Mason North 
his wonderful words to Beethoven’s music: 


The cup of water given for thee 

Still holds the freshness of thy grace; 
Yet long these multitudes to see 

The sweet compassion of thy face. 


O Master, from the mountain side, 
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
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Among these restless throngs abide, 
O tread the city’s streets again. 


Till sons of men shall learn thy love, 
And follow where thy feet have trod; 
Till glorious from thy heaven above, 
Shall come the city of our God. 


“The common people heard him gladly” 
(Golden Text) both then and now when his 
word is given in truth backed by a life in 
sacrificial service. 


Questions for Class Discussion 


What is valuable about fame or popularity? 

What is dangerous about them? 

Was Jesus always poputar? 

What made him popular? 

Why did he sometimes avoid the crowds? 

Why did he often speak to the crowds? 

Who heard him gladly? 

Why do you think the common people fol- 
lowed? 

Who heard him with criticism? 

Was he popular with his own church? 

Was he popular in his own home town? 

Was he popular in the capital at Jerusalem? 

Where was he most popular? Why? 

Why did he desire the little company of 
twelve? 

Is Jesus popular today? Why? 

Why do men go to hear God’s Word now? 


The Christian Endeavor Topic for January 1, 1928 


What Are the Values of Daily Devotions? 
Psalm 40:1-8 


“Ten minutes, face to face with God in the morning, will change the day.” 





Hear this: 
house. 


times.” What is the answer? 





PROBLEM FOR DEBATE OR FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 


“There is no chance for morning or evening devotions at our 
In the morning everybody is in a rush and we have to get to school and 
work, and in the evening we are too tired to get anything out of it, anyway. 
It was all right in the old slow days, but you can’t live now as you lived then. 
I think that you have to have your devotions as you go and not just at special 








DAILY READINGS 
“O, how love I thy law, It is my medita- 
tion all the day.” 


Monday, December 26. Devotions Give Ac- 
cess to God. Eph. 2:18. 

Tuesday, December 27. Intimacy Through 
Prayer. Eph. 3:14-21. 

Wednesday, December 28. Knowledge of 
Scripture. Ps. 119:97-104. 

Thursday, December 29. Fellowship in 
Prayer. Matt. 18:19, 20. 

Friday, December 30. Increased Consecra- 
tion. Rom. 12:1, 2. 

Saturday, December 31. Desire for Service. 
Isa. 5:1-8. 

Sunday, January 1. Topic—What Are the 


Values of Daily Devotions? (Quiet-Hour 
consecration meeting.) Ps. 40:1-8. 


Object of the Meeting 


To learn that time spent alone with God 
is an asset in life. 
Correlation With the Sunday-school Lesson 

The strength of Jesus and of John the 
Baptist had its source in solitary places in 
communion with God. John’s life was much 
in the desert and Jesus sought the place 
apart continually in his life. 


The Leader’s Introduction 


OHN R. MOTT has been called the world’s 
great Christian statesman. His word of 
counsel and advice is listened to in every 
corner of the Christian world, and when 
President Wilson offered him a position rep- 
resenting the United States in China, he re- 
fused it because the missionaries said that he 
— to the world and not to one nation 
only. 

And this is said of him that we may say 
another thing about him. He says, and has 
said repeatedly, that the greatest power in 
a man’s life comes through his daily devo- 
tions, and that he can never think of at- 
tempting his work unless he has been with 
God the first minutes of the day. 

Jesus took such time to be alone with 


God, and if he and such a man as Dr. John 
R. Mott feel the need of it—why do you sup- 
pose that some of us lack power to do the 
work God has for us? 
Dr. Mott recites in his little booklet, “The 
Discipline of Prayer”, the following: 
Who comes a toward God 
doubtings dim 


“— will advance a mile in shining light to 
m. 


step through 


Tuning in With God—Eph. 2:8 


There is sometimes no message (for us) 
because we are not “tuned in” with God. The 
message is there, but we have not taken 
the time to get in touch or tune with the 
Great Messenger: How can we expect to 
hear God’s voice and his direction to us if 
we will not listen? Devotions are the way 
we listen. If we get in tune in the morning 
the message has a right of: way through the 
day. 

“Meet him in the morning each returning 
tat ble radiant presence cheer your onward 


way; 

Lt him come between you and the tempter’s 
wile, 

Meet him in the morning, talk with him 
awhile.” 


Power Through Devotions—Eph. 3:14-21 


Devotions is making connection with the 
power house as well as hearing the mes- 
sage. God’s power house is ample for all 
things, but there may be a little wire loose, 
or a connection broken, which puts you or 
me outside the touch of power, and we are 
powerless indeed. What a slight thing can 
do that. A hard word in the home, an un- 
kind act to another, a thing which was not 
just right, a look which was unkind—so 
many little things can break the connection 
and leave us powerless to face the day’s 
work. We need that early hour with God 
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that we may be sure the connections are all 
right before we go out on the road. 

I have an engineer friend who spends 
many hours on the railroad, but he wouldn’t 
think of going out without going all over 
his engine carefully to see that all is right 
before he starts on the trip. Are we not of 
more value than many machines? Is it not 
important that we are all right before we 
go to the work we have to do with God and 
man? A little thing wrong may lose the 
day for us. 


Fellowship in Devotions—Matt. 18:19, 20 


But outside of all else, is it not worth 
while to feel the fellowship of the Master 
and be alone with him for a little time each 
day? I think that Jesus longed for that 
little time of fellowship, and when he got a 
chance to get away it is said that he spent 
the whole night in communion and fellow- 
ship with the Father. 

Mr. Moody’s little boy came in while he 
was preparing a sermon and Mr. Moody 
asked him what he wanted. The little fellow 
replied: “I don’t want anything. I only 
want to be where you is.” It is worth much 
to be alone with God and just feel that he 
is there with us, to feel the fellowship of his 
presence and to hear again those words: 
“Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end.” It puts heart in a man and iron in 
his blood. 


The Quiet Hour—Psalm 40:1-8 


Many Endeavorers have taken the Quiet 
Hour pledge and many more should do so 
the beginning of this New Year. It will 
make 1928 a New Year indeed to all of us 
who take this way in the year and in the 
days with him. If you and your society 
do not know about the Quiet Hour fellow- 
ship, write to the Christian Education De- 
partment, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, 
and we will be glad to send you just what 
it means. 


Pastor’s Closing Message 
Fellowship With God in 1928. 
Intermediate Topic 


Starting the Year With God. Matt. 6: 5- 
15. (Consecration Meeting) 


Junior Topic 
Praying Every Day. Matt. 6: 6-9. (Con- 
secration Meeting) 


WORDS OF WISDOM 


Ten minutes in the morning, yes, two min- 
utes if spent face to face with God will 
change the day.— Drummond. 


ee. | 
Thy thoughts to nobler meditations give, 
And study how to die and how to live. 
—Lord Landsdowne. 


Oo 
Divinely bent to meditation; 
And in no worldly suits would he be moved, 
To draw him from his holy exercise. 
—Shakespeare. 
oO 


Prayer is the golden cord that leads from 
the chamber of the king to a place outside 
where the pilgrim may pull and be heard. 
R. P. Anderson. 


Oo 


Abide in me and I in you, as the branch 
cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine, 
no more can ye except ye abide in me, for 
apart from me ye can do nothing.—Jesus. 

oOo 
Lord in the morning thou shalt hear, 
My voice ascending high, 
To thee do I lift up my voice, 
To thee lift up mine eye. 
—Old Metrical Psalm. 
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The Christian Endeavor Topic for January 8, 1928 





What Prayer Can Accomplish 
Mark 11:20-26 


More things are wrought by prayer than this world dreams of.—Tennyson. 





save my brother?” 


that very next night. 





PROBLEM FOR DEBATE OR FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 

A young girl came to Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman in an evangelistic meeting 
and said to him: “Dr. Chapman, if I prayed all night, do you think that God would 
Dr. Chapman, seeing her deep earnestness, replied: 
dear, I believe that God put that in your heart—try it.” 
testimony was that her wayward brother came to the altar and accepted Christ 
The brother said that somehow he couldn’t rest until he 
did. Do you think that prayer can do things like that? 


“My 
And Dr. Chapman’s 








DAILY READINGS 


“Search me O God, and know my heart, 
try me and know my thoughts.” 


Monday, January 2. 
Dan. 6:10. 

Tuesday, January 3. Prayer Heals the Sick. 
Jas. 5:13-15. 

Wednesday, January 4. Helps Others. 
2: 1-4. 

Thursday, January 5. 
tunities. Matt. 7:7. 

Friday, January 6. Prayer Fills Us With the 
Spirit. Acts 4:23-31. 

Saturday, January 7. Prayer Keeps Us Hum- 
ble. Luke 18:11-14. 

Sunday, January 8. Topic—What Prayer Can 
Accomplish. Mark 11:20-26. 


Object of the Meeting 

To know more of the power of prayer and 
to practice it. 
Correlation With the Sunday-school Lesson 

The miracles of the Sunday-school lesson 
had the background of the words that “he 
departed into a desert place and _ there 
prayed”, Prayer was the channel of Jesus’ 
power. 


Prayer Gives Courage. 


1 Tim. 


Prayer Opens Oppor- 


The Leader’s Introduction 


MARTIN LUTHER, in his great reforma- 

tion crisis, said that when he had an 
especially hard day before him with much 
to do he would have to spend an extra hour 
in prayer. Too often we think that prayer 
is taking time which belongs to something 
else, and it may be that sometimes this is 
true. But more often we will gain time by 
this preparation. We lose too much motion 
because we are not prepared. 

Then prayer is not only for preparation 
and petition (in the morning for instance), 
but prayer is for thanksgiving and praise 
(in the evening for instance), for victory 
and blessings gained. 

“Meet him in the evening when the shadows 


ail, 
Victories and failures tell the Master all; 
Every joy and blessing to the Savior trace, 
Meet him in the evening at the throne of 
grace.” 
So to begin the day and to end the day 
there is special need and worth to prayer. 


A Life of Prayer 

If you read the Book of Nehemiah you 
will discover what Paul meant by “pray 
without ceasing”. Nehemiah seemed to be 
continually in touch with God and he would 
shoot up a prayer for help in the middle of 
the day or in the midst of the task as well 
as at stated times. You will remember in 
the second chapter that Nehemiah faced the 
king who asked him of himself and his 
needs, and the record says: “Then prayed 
I the God of heaven”. He did not wait until 
the time of morning or evening prayer, but 
he sent up a cry to the “God of Heaven”, for 
he needed him right then. Paul calls this 
“Continuing instant in prayer”, or in the 
spirit which keeps you in touch and con- 
versation with God at all times. Stonewall 
Jackson, the Confederate General, lived such 
a life. John Wilkinson, of London Mission, 
lived such a life. Thousands live such a life 
whose names we do not know, and the fruit 
of whose lives we will never see to recog- 





nize until the day when all is before us and 
we know as we are known. 


Prayer Gives Courage—Dan. 6:10 


When a man feels that he is in touch with 
God and that he is on the side of God and 
— he feels like Sir Gallahad when he 
said: 

“My strength is as the strength of ten, 

Because my heart is pure.” 

He who is in touch with evil is a coward, 
for he fears always that he will be found 
out, but he who knows that God and truth 
are his, feels courage and coming victory 
in his veins. Woodrow Wilson said that he 
had rather be on the losing side in the right 
than on the winning side with the wrong, 
for he knew that some day the right would 
surely win and it is only a question of time 
when the wrong shall lose. 

“Right forever on the scaffold, 
Wrong forever on the throne.” 
is the way it seems sometimes, but he who 
is in touch with God knows that back in 
the shadows, where error cannot see him, he 
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keeps watch over his own and brings right 
to victory at last. 

_“He laughs best who laughs last” is a 
light way of putting the truth that truth 
and God will bring us victory in the end. 
He who is in touch with God through prayer 
finds that out first. 


Prayer Heals the Sick—James 5:13-15 


Our old family physician was not notea 
for being a great churchgoer, as many busy 
physicians are not; but he told us that no 
physician can heal the sick and that all they 
can do is to work with God who made this 
body of ours and let him do the healing. 

_ And prayer helps in that. Prayer to God 
in sickness brings peace and consolation 
which are great aids to health in our body. 
Prayer brings much more if we had that 
faith which removes mountains of doubt 
which is one of our diseases. Moody, the 
great evangelist, used to say: “When sick, 
send for a doctor—but pray first”. Yes, we 
need to pray for the doctor who is helpless 
without the Great Physician. 

Prayer Keeps Us Humble—Luke 18:11-14 

We may think too much of ourselves if 
we do not go into the presence of God and 
see our real size. Isaiah, that great man of 
God, said that when he saw God he was 
nothing; and Peter, in the presence of Je- 
sus said: “I am a sinful man”. As other 
times he was very pretentious. Pray for 
help and for humility. 


Pastor’s Closing Message 
“Pray Ye Therefore.” 
Intermediate Topic 
How Far Am I Free to Do as I Please? 
Cor. 9: 19-27. 
Junior Topic 
, —_— and Doers of the Word. James 


— 


The Christian Endeavor Topic for January 15, 1928 


What Difference Does Reading the Bible Make? 
Psalm 1:1-6; 2 Tim. 3:14-17 
I feel sorry for the man who does not read his Bible every day.—Woodrow Wilson. 





them read them daily. 


need then which is not now? 


PROBLEM FOR DEBATE OR FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 


Lots of the soldier boys had Testaments, and before going overseas lots of 
Millions of Testaments were given away and used. 
There was more Bible reading during the war than there is now—not only in the 
army, but in the homes of America and the world. Why? 
Why should we read the Bible as much now? 


Was there a great 








DAILY READINGS 


Men come and men go, but God’s word re- 
mains forever. 


Monday, January 9. It Cleanses Our Lives. 
Ps. 119:9-16. 
Tuesday, January 10. 
God. John 14:5-11. 
Wednesday, January 11. 
Aright. Matt. 7:24-29. 
Thursday, January 12. It Brings Light. Prov. 
6:20-23. 
Friday, January 13. 
Pet. 2:1-5. 
Saturday, January 14. 
science. Heb. 4:12, 13. 
Sunday, January 15. Topic—What Difference 
Does Reading the Bible Make? Ps. 1:1-63 
2 Tim. 3:14-17. 


It Gives Knowledge of 
It Helps Us to Live 


It Feeds the Soul. 1 
It Stirs the Con- 


Object of the Meeting 


To seek and know and feel the power of 
the living Word of God. 


Correlation With the Sunday-school Lesson 


Jesus was God’s Word made flesh—living 
among men. He knew the Word from his 
childhood, and we cannot imagine Jesus 
without the background of the knowledge 
and power of God’s Word in his life. His 





works in this lesson were backed by the 
Word. So is all spiritual power. 


The Leader’s Introduction 


Dingo RUSKIN, the great English writer 

and reformer, said in his mature years 
that he owed the success of his life to the 
fact that his mother drilled the Bible into 
him in his childhood. 

Abraham Lincoln’s mother never owned 
any book but the Bible, and you can see 
that old book today in the Oldroyd collection, 
owned by the Government, and out of which 
she taught Abraham Lincoln not only to 
read but to know the great foundations of 
character and of religion. His state papers 
were full of references to the Bible, and of 
it he said: “It is God’s great gift to man”. 
Great Bible Readers 

Other great Bible readers in our last one 
hundred years of history have been such 
men as Gladstone, the great prime minister 
of England, who wrote “The Impregnable 
Rock of the Holy Scriptures’, and such men 
as Theodore Roosevelt and William Jen- 
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nings Bryan, and Justice Brewer and Justice 
Harlan of the United States Supreme Court, 
and Justice McLaren of the Canadian Su- 
preme Court, and all of these last five were 
Sunday-school teachers for many years 
while Gladstone was the outstanding figure 
in both state and church in England for a 
full generation. 
Great Minds and Little Ones 

Great minds know great things and their 
worth, and these minds look to the Bible as 
the greatest of all printed words. Little 
minds may criticize and say we have lived 
beyond it, but great minds do not think or 
say such a thing as that. We have not 
passed it, for we have never caught up to 
it. When some one writes another book with 
as great influence, we can then be ready to 
talk of discarding this one. 


It Helps to Keep Us Right and Clean 
Psalm 119-9-16 
Moody was the man who wrote in the 

flyleaf of many Bibles the following: “This 
book will keep you from sin or sin will keep 
you from this book”. And that’s what the 
Bible read and meditated upon and lived out 
will do for anyone. It will make sin repul- 
sive and will make righteousness and God 
and good to be greatly desired and sought 
after. If you forget the book, you will 
neglect the good it teaches you. If you learn 
and love and live it, you will find in it the 
greatest blessing of your life. There is no 
other source of good which is equal to it. 
From it we know the Savior, and that “man 
is better than a sheep”, and we walk more 
boldly out into the world God made because 
of the Book he wrote about it. 

“This is my Father’s Book 

On which I look. 

Nor tongue, nor pen, 


Could make it plain 
From whence or what I am. 
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But this hath reached my heart, 
And this hath quickened thine, 
And this alone has told the world 
Of hope and love divine; 
This is my Father’s Book.” 
It Shows Us the Way to Go—Prov. 6:20-23 
The Word of God is a lamp unto our feet 
and a light unto our pathway all the days. 
It lights up the one step ahead and it lights 
up the end of the way, and light comes in 
between as we walk in the light we have. 
In the old dark ways and paths and roads 
of Palestine (when this was written) it was 
a clearer statement than we know now. But 
it is the picture of the lantern which shows 
us where to step next, and when we have 
taken that step, it shows us our way 
further. But if we will not step out to where 
the light shines we will get no farther light. 
Some want all the way ahead lighted so 
they can see all at once. God and his Word 
know that is not good or necessary for us 
to have, and so he uses the way of the lan- 
tern and gives us just the light we need to 
travel the way and to trust him. 
It Is Soul Food—1 Peter 2:1-5 
Many of us live as if the soul could live 
on potatoes and meat or on some finer ma- 
terial delicacies. But the mind needs a dif- 
ferent kind of food from the body and the 
soul a different kind of food from the mind 
or body. And God’s good Word is that 
needed food. We must eat or hunger, if not 
starve. 
Pastor’s Closing Message 
The Living Word of God. 
Intermediate Topic 
Why and How Should I Use My Bible. 
2 Tim. 2:15; 8:14-17. (See Senior com- 
ment above). 
Junior Topic 
Jesus Winning a Victory. Matt. 4: 1-11. 


» 


The Christian Endeavor Topic for January 22, 1928 
What Difference Does It Make What We Do on Sunday? 


Mark 2:23-28; 3:1-6 


Of all the days that’s in the week, I dearly love but one day, 
And that’s the day that comes betwixt a Saturday and Monday. 


—Carey. 





bus or a railroad train? 





PROBLEM FOR DEBATE OR FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 

Is it Christian to take a “joy ride” on Sunday in an automobile? 
don’t have an auto, is it Christian to pay your fare and take a “joy ride” on a 
Is it Christian to make men at filling stations and 
auto shops and on busses and on railroads work on Sunday for your 


If you 


“es 


joy ride’? 








DAILY READINGS 
“Thy law is my delight.” 
Monday, January 16. A Difference in Com- 


Ps, 1:1-6. 


pany We Keep. 
In Our Worship. Ps. 


Tuesday, January 17. 
$84:1-12. 

Wednesday, January 158. 
ness. Isa. 58:3-11. 

Thursday, January 19. 
Acts 16:14, 15. 

Friday, January 20. 
1:9, 11. 

Saturday, January 21. 
John 20:24-29. 

Sunday, January 22. Topic—What Difference 
Does It Make What We Do on Sunday? 
Mark 2:23-28; 3:1-6. 


Object of the Meeting 
To study the use and abuse of Sunday. 
Correlation With the Sunday-school Lesson 
There is a higher law than the keeping the 
letter of the law in temperance or in Sabbath 
observance. Jesus obeyed that higher law 


In Our Unselfish- 
In What We Hear. 
In Our Thinking. Rev. 
In People We Meet. 


which included all other laws and that was 
the Royal Law of remembering and living 
for your neighbor and your God and not for 





selfish profit or pleasure. To the temper- 
ance law he would say that it helps my 
neighbor, and to the Sabbath observance he 
would tell of man’s need and that the day 
was made for man and not man for the day. 


The Leader’s Introduction 


ONE billion (1,000,000,000) people on 

earth live seven days a week and three 
hundred and sixty-five days a year without 
a Sabbath. One billion is a thousand mil- 
lion men and women and children who do not 
have the blessing of a “day of rest and glad- 
ness, a day of joy and light”. 

Can you imagine our Christian land with 
no Sabbath and seven days a week of work 
with no rest and no let up? Do you wonder 
that men exist rather than live in much of 
the earth because there is no time to stop 
and think? In fact, many rulers believe 
that it would be fatal to let their working 
classes have more time that they might 
think. And they are right? It would be 
dangerous if people have time to think. It 
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is hard to keep people down (it is impos- 
sible, in fact) if they have time to think. 
The Sabbath day gives that with worship 
and opportunity for highest thoughts. 


What If We Did Not Have a Sabbath? 


Can you imagine it? The best way for 
us to know the real worth of our eyes would 
be to lose them and be unable to see. Then 
we would appreciate sight. The best way 
for us to appreciate the Sabbath would be 
to take it away from us and see how dreary 
the world we live in would be without it. 
Like the sunrise, it has always been with 
us as far as our knowledge or remembrance 
goes, and so we do not think more of being 
thankful for it than we do to thank God for 
the sunrise this morning. 


“O day of rest! How beautiful, how fair, 
How welcome to the weary and the old! 
Day of the Lord! And truce to care! 

Day of the Lord, as all our days should be!” 
—Longfellow. 


We would surely miss it if we lost it, and 
life would have less for us than now it holds. 


lf It Is So Precious, We Should Guard It 


Continental Europe, which is nominally 
Christian, has no Sabbath like ours. They 
have gone to the extremes in sports and high 
times and we are fast following in their 
train. Scotland and England and Wales 
have a stricter Sabbath, but even there the 
old Sabbath is breaking down. We are not 
anxious for the old Sabbath of the Puritans 
to come back, but even that is better than to 
desecrate the day with things which rob it 
of the two great things it holds—rest and 
worship. 

The Sabbath day should bring us these 
two things, and if it does not, there is some- 
thing wrong with the way we keep it. If we 
arise tired out for Monday’s and the week’s 
work, or if we have not come closer to God 
in worship on that holy day, then there is 
a vain thing in our keeping of the Sabbath 
day and it is just a holiday instead of a 
day holy (wholly, which is the same word) 
set apart to the rebuilding of a man in body, 
mind, and spirit. 

How have we used the day? 
we received from it? 


From Whence Did It Come? 


God rested on the seventh day and made 
that day holy unto himself, for he knew that 
man needed to rest, and since he had made 
all things good for man, he made the Sab- 
bath for him as well for his need. 


Moses gave it to us in the commandments, 
but long, long after God had written it on 
the memory of man. It is far older than the 
Ten Commandments and as old as creation. 

Jesus honored it, and of him it is said 
that as “it was his custom he went to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day. 

The apostles honored it and met for the 
breaking of bread and for fellowship on the 
new Sabbath which the Lord of the Sabbath 
had given them. Paul tells of it and the 
early Christians, and all down through the 
history of the Church it has kept alive our 
great religion through a day set aside for 
worship and rest from labor. 


What have 


Pastor’s Closing Message 


Remember the Sabbath Day—Keep It 


Wholly. 
Intermediate Topic 
What Influence Do We Have Over 
Younger Boys and Girls? Matt. 18: 6-10; 


19: 18-15. 
Junior Topic 


What It Means to Be Truthful. Zech. 8: 
16, 17. 
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How Our Church Does Its Work 


(Denominational Day Beginning Christian Endeavor Week) 


Eph. 4 


:7-16 


“I love thy church, O God, her walls before thee stand, 
Dear as the apple of thine eye and graven on thy hand.” 





the world today. 


mighty forward step to take. 
liberty and Christian unity. 





PROBLEM FOR DEBATE OR FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 
Resolved, That the Christian Church has a special message and mission for 


The Christian Church was organized cover one hundred and thirty years ago 
on the basis of Christian liberty and Christian unity. 
The resolution above presents the debatable 
question regarding its mission and message today along the lines of Christian 
Is there still a place for our church with this 
emphasis, and if so, how shall we make the contribution? 


At that time it was a 








DAILY READINGS 
“Enter into his courts with thanksgiving, 
and into his gates with praise.” 
Monday, January 23. Our Benevolences. Acts 
21-8 


Tuesday, January 24. Our Teachers. Heb. 


13:17. 

Wednesday, January 25. 
Rom, 12:4-9. 

Thursday, January 26. The Work of Church 
Officers. 1 Tim. 3:1-13. 

Friday, January 27. Soul-winning Members. 
Acts 8:1-8, 

Saturday, January 28. 
aries. Phil. 1: 10-20. 

Sunday, January 29. Topic—How Our Church 
Does Its Work. Eph. 4:7-16. (Denomina- 
tional Day. Beginning Christian Endeavor 


Week.) 
Object of the Meeting 

To know more of our church and its mis- 
sion in the world. 
Correlation With the Sunday-school Lesson 

The object of every church and of the 
Church Universal should be to promote “The 
growing fame of Jesus’, and more than that, 
to promote the growing life of Jesus in ev- 
ery individual and in all social relations. 
Not only outward fame but inward fire and 
faith going out into service as he “went 
about doing good’. 

The Leader’s Introduction 

HE Christian Church of which we are a 

part was first organized in Virginia by 
James O’Kelly and his associates who fought 
for Christian liberty in the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church Conference at Baltimore in 
1794. They withdrew and called themselves 
Christians only and took the Bible for their 
creed, and anyone who was a Christian could 
join their ranks without creedal tests. 
Barton Stone in Kentucky 

Later Barton Stone and a number of oth- 
er ministers, many from the Presbyterian 
Church, formed a Christian Church organi- 
zation in Kentucky after the great Cane 
Ridge revival because they wanted to be 
just Christians and not denominationalists. 


Abner Jones in New England 

A few years later Abner Jones and others, 
most of them Baptists, started a similar 
movement for “Christians” in New England. 
In fact, it was all just after the close of the 
Revolutionary War for Independence and 
the spirit of independence was in the air and 
it came to mean Christian liberty in the 
church to many. Hundreds, if not thou- 
sands, of similar churches started all over 
America; and when the new religious news- 
naper was started by the Christians in New 
England, there came to be published the 
existence of the Virginia and the Kentucky 
and the New England Christians so that 
they gradually got together and formed 
what we have as the Christian Church. 
Christian Church Headquarters 

The headquarters of the Christian Church 
are in Dayton, Ohio. The church owns a 
beautiful new Publishing House built with- 
in the last three years and the national offices 
of the church are in this building. Dayton 


Using All Talents, 


Supporting Mission- 


also has five growing Christian churches, 
and the Miami Ohio Conference (in which 
Dayton is situated) has over forty churches 
and over 11,000 members. 

Departments of Work 


The church has a General Convention 
Board and a General Convention every four 
years, at which time the work for the quad- 
rennium is reviewed and new work planned, 
and a new General Board (of fifty mem- 
bers or more) and new officers are elected. 
These officers are responsible to the General 
Board of the church for the work outlined 
by the General Convention. 

The general officers with the president and 
general secretary and the Executive Board 
of the Convention have direct oversight 
when the General Board is not in session. 
The General Board meets annually in Octo- 
ber. ‘The Executive Board may meet any 
time on call and it meets with the General 
Board and is a part of it. 

The Mission Department is divided into 
Home and Foreign Mission sections. The 
great work of the Foreign’ Mission Depart- 
ment is in Japan and in Porto Rico. Over 
a million souls look to our foreign work for 
the “Jesus Way” of living. 

The Home Mission and Church Extension 
Department supervises the home mission 
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work in this country. It has work in all sec- 
tions of the country too numerous to men- 
tion here. Any of these departments will be 
glad to give you details of their work. 

The Department of Evangelism and Life 
Service seeks to quicken the evangelistic life 
of the church and to win souls to Christ and 
to enlist men and women in active Chris- 
tian service as a lifetime work. 

The Christian Education Department has 
to do with our Sunday-schools and Christian 
Endeavor work and colleges and is divided 
into four sections or divisions: The Admin- 
istration, Adult, Young People’s, and Chil- 
dren’s divisions. It seeks to win our children 
and youth to Christ and the church and to 
train them for Christian life work in every 
walk of life. 

There are also bureaus and divisions of the 
work such as the Finance, Stewardship, and 
Social Service bureaus, and the Woman’s 
Board for Home and Foreign Missions, 
which is a very important part of our work 
along missionary lines. 

Our publications are printed in Dayton 
and speak for themselves. They are the new 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, continuing The 
Christian Missionary and The Journal of 
Christian, Education, the Sunday-school 
quarterlies, and the new Sunday School 
Herald, combining the Sunday School Her- 
ald and The Junior Herald. 

If you want a great C. E. denominational 
meeting—send word to the Christian Educa- 
tion Department, C. P. A. Bldg., Dayton, 
Ohio, and we will be glad to give you free 
literature which will give you details about 
our great and interesting and important 
work. 

Pastor’s Closing Message 

Why Have a Christian Church. 


Intermediate Topic 

What Has My Church a Right to Expect 
of Me? See Senior Comment Above. 1 
Cor. 1:21-81; 13:12. (Denominational 
Day. Beginning Christian Endeavor Week). 

Junior Topic 

Brave Adventurers for Christ in China. 

Isa. 42: 5-10. 





SPECIAL 


teachers. 
for its officers and leaders. 


uary 1, 1928. 


Quarterly single subscriptions: 


Single numbers: 10 cents each. 





TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHERS AND OFFICERS AND CHRISTIAN 
ENDEAVOR LEADERS 


Beginning January 1, 1928, the Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor lesson 
comments will be carried a month ahead in the new “Magazine Number” 
(monthly edition) of The Herald of Gospel Liberty and these Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor lesson comments will not be carried in the weekly edition. 

The February lessons will be in the January magazine number, etc. 

The Journal of Christian Education and The Christian Missionary will be 
combined with the monthly “Magazine Number” of The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty and Sunday-schools and Christian Endeavor societies will be able to get 
the three combined papers for the price formerly paid for one. 

To maintain this price we must have a subscription list of ten thousand 
from our membership of 100,000, and this we are working to have. 
10% of our membership. What is 10% of your membership? 

Every Sunday-school should subscribe for enough copies for its officers and 
Every Christian Endeavor society should subscribe for enough copies 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICES 


For the new Herald of Gospel Liberty magazine number combining The 
Journal of Christian Education and The Christian Missionary beginning Jan- 


Send subscriptions to The Christian Publishing Association, Dayton, Ohio. 
Annual single subscriptions: $1.00 (Twelve numbers). 

Annual in clubs of five or more: 75 cents (Twelve numbers). 

30 cents (Three numbers). 

Quarterly in clubs of five or more: 


ry 
4 


NOTICE 


This is 
That’s a guide. 


20 cents (Three numbers). 








a 


e 
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The Baby Jesus Is Taken to the 
Church 


January 1, 1928 


Theme: When Jesus Was a Child. 

Biblical Material: Luke 2: 22-40. 

Memory Verse: He received him into his 
arms, and blessed God. Luke 2: 28. 

Aim for the Teacher: To help the chil- 
dren, through seeing Jesus as a little child, 
to feel they are pleasing him when caring 
for or aiding younger or weaker children. 

Aim for the Children: How may I, in car- 
ing for younger brothers or sisters, show my 
love for Jesus? 

Extra Material: Many splendid books, 
magazines, leaflets, etc., are to be found to- 
day that deal helpfully with child life. The 
National Child Welfare Association, 70 
Fifth Ave., New York City, has a series of 
posters on child life; send for their cata- 
logue. The Government, through its Bureau 
of Education, sends out many leaflets on 
child care which are free for the asking, and 
which will aid the mothers of your group. 
The life insurance companies also furnish 
free leaflets on a variety of phases of phys- 
ical care. Such books as, “The Dawn of Re- 
ligion in the Mind of the Child”, by Mum- 
ford; “How Can We Teach Children to 
Pray?”, also by Mumford; “Mother Teacher 
of Religion”, by Betts; and “Child Study”, 
by Whitley, are valuable for the teacher’s 
and mother’s library at all times, and espe- 
cially helpful in preparing for these lessons. 

Worship: Do not make worship formal 
with these children. Let the worship grow 
out of their experiences shared together, 
rather than having a set time and hour re- 
gardless of anything else that may be hap- 
pening. 

However, for the worship period, such a 
book as “Primary Story Worship Programs” 
by Berg is very helpful indeed. 

This first morning of the New Year, the 
children will like to sing instead of their 
regular “Good Morning’”—Happy New Year 
to You. 

Teacher: As we think of this New Year, 
let us repeat our verse which tells us where 
all good things come from. 

Children: Every good and every perfect 
gift is from above, and cometh down from 
the Father. 

Ask the children to tell of some things for 
which they are glad this New Year, some 
of the gifts which God has given. 

Then ask: What verse tells us of God’s 
best of all gifts? 

Children: Repeat John 8: 16. 

Let the children aid in a prayer of thanks- 
giving to God, and of request for his pres- 
ence with them in the New Year. 

Story: “Jacob, the boy who learned not 
to fear”, page 84 in “Primary Story Wor- 
ship Programs”. 

First Period: This will probably be taken 
up today in telling of their holiday experi- 
ences. Use their eager stories, rather than 
repress them, and lead them to see that they 
are happier when they are being kind and 
helpful. As they tell of their Christmas 


gifts, ask them to repeat again where all 
their gifts have really come from. 

Second Period: Since the children are ex- 
cited and restless, let this be a rest period. 
The children will then he in a mood for 
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Primary Teacher’s Lesson Material 


listening quietly to the story which is to 
follow. 

Closing Prayer: Dear Jesus, we are glad 
to know thou didst come as a little child. 
Help me to be kind to all babies for thy 
sake. Amen. 


Primary Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 8, 1928 


The Child Jesus Comes Home 


From a Long Journey 


Theme: When Jesus Was a Child. 

Biblical Material: Matt. 2:18-15; 10-23. 

Memory Verse: Jehovah will keep thy go- 
ing out and thy coming in. Ps. 121: 8. 


Aim for the Teacher: To help the children 
to feel that God is with them and will care 
for them no matter where they may be. 

Aim for the Children: Can Jesus care for 
me when I am on a journey, or away from 
home? 

Extra Material: See the long list of mate- 
rial given for last week. Most of the stories 
for this quarter have been taken from the 
children’s mission studybooks. These con- 
tain beautiful stories, and are both educa- 
tional and helpful. “The World in a Barn”, 
by Gertrude C. Warner ($1.25), tells in ten 
chapters the experiments in friendliness of a 
group of children. 

Worship: See suggestions made last week 
for general worship program. Repeat the 
verses used last Sunday. 

Memory Work: Psalm 121 is suggested as 
memory work for this quarter. 

Story: “Jeremiah Corncob.” This is the 
first story in the, book of “Nine Missionary 
Stories”. It is also found in Mayflower Pro- 
gram Book, No. 1, page 135.’ 


Song: “When Winter Winds Do Blow,” 
No. 50 in “First Book of Hymns and Wor- 
ship.” 

First Period: Talk over last Sunday’s 
story. Let some of the children retell the 
story. Perhaps some of them will like to 
“play the story” also, or to plan a little 
worship service which may be used when 
baby brother or sister is brought to Sunday- 
school. Let them select the Scripture, the 
song, etc., which they would like to use. 

Second Period: The second period may be 
used for playing the story, or it may be used 
as a memory period, when we will talk of 
things learned during the last quarter. 

Third Period: In this period the new story 
will be told. 

Since the story in the children’s book is 
largely extra material, and since the Bible 
story is a beautiful one, tell it something 
more in detail than it is given there. Tell 
of the long, long journey, and how tired 
mother Mary and the baby became, how fa- 
ther Joseph cared for them. If you have 
the pictures mentioned, Merson’s “Repose in 
Egypt” suggests beautifully the wayside 
habits, and the quiet rest periods. And al- 
ways there was the Heavenly Father 
watching over them. 

Then came the return journey after the 
stay in Egypt, the coming back to home- 
lands, but not a return to Bethlehem, as evi- 
dently they had first planned, but, because 
Herod’s son was reigning there, the journey 
was made back to that Nazareth from which 
years before they had started on the mem- 
orable trip to Bethlehem. Nazareth, it will 
be remembered, was in Galilee; about sev- 
enty or eighty miles north from Jerusalem, 
on the other side of the lovely valley of Me- 
giddo, and close by the great caravan road 
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down to Egypt and across to Damascus and 


the east. Bethlehem was only six miles 
south of Jerusalem. 

Living the Lesson: Suggest ways in which 
the children may help father or mother 
while on journeys. Being quiet, obeying 
promptly, not whining, being cheerful in- 
stead of fretful when sleepy, not asking for 
everything they see, etc. Help the childrer. 
to think these things out, discuss the points 
raised with them. 

A thought for the Feacher: 

A careful man I ought to be, 
A little fellow follows me. 


I do not dare to go astray 
For fear he’ll go the selfsame way. 


I cannot once escape his eyes, 
Whate’er he sees me do, he tries. 
Like me, he says he’s going to be; 
The little chap that follows me. 


He thinks that I am good and fine, 
Believes in every word of mine. 
The base in me he must not see; 
The little chap that follows me. 


I must remember as I go— 
Through summer’s sun and winter’s snow— 
I’m building for the years to be, 
The little chap that follows me. 
—Selected. 


Primary Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 15, 1928 


The Boy Jesus Visits the City 


Theme: When Jesus Was a Child. 

Biblical Material: Luke 2: 41-52. 

Memory Verse: Jesus advanced in wisdom 
and stature and in favor with God and men. 
Luke 2: 52. 

Aim for the Teacher: To aid the children 
to think what are the best things; to aid 
them to select the best as did the boy Jesus 
in visiting the temple. To know’ which 
places in a city are right and which wrong 
for children. 

Aim for the Children: Why is it right for 
me to go some places, and wrong for me to 
go other places? How can I tell? 

Song: “Playmate of Nazareth,” in “Wor- 
ship and Song”. 

Story: “Discovery of Happy Valley,” page 
37 in “At School With the Great Teacher’. 

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, when we 
go to town (or when we go about the city), 
help us to be careful as Jesus was, to go 
only to the right kind of places. For Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 

First and Second Periods: Talk of last 
Sunday’s lesson. The children will enjoy 
dramatizing the journey into Egypt. It will 
impress it upon them as nothing else per- 
haps will do. 

Third Period: In this period, pass to the 
story for today. Remember that it was a 
long journey, and children delight in prep- 
arations almost as much as in realization; 
so begin the story somewhat in this way: 

In the home in Nazareth, every one was 
very busy. They were going on a journey. 
Mother Mary was hurrying around, pack- 
ing a lunch and putting dried figs and beans 
and other good things to eat in a bag to car- 
ry with them. Father Joseph was shutting 
up his carpenter shop, and finishing odd 
jobs that had to be done in between packing 
things, so when the word came, they could 
throw the pack over the back of the little 
donkey and be ready to start at once. The 
little Boy Jesus was watching the donkey, 
that he did not stray from the pasture, and 
running errands for every one, not only 
mother and father, but all the neighbors 
close by, for every one said, “He is always 
so willing and so friendly!” 

“We must watch for the caravan which is 
coming over the hill,” they said, “for if we 
all travel together we will be safe from rob- 
bers”. Up on the hill the men were watch- 
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ing, and when they saw the dust in the dis- 
tance they ran down, crying, “The caravan 
is coming. Hasten! hasten!” 

Then every one ran and scrambled as 
quickly as he could. The donkeys were load- 
ed, and when the great company of people 
that was the caravan on its way to Jerusa- 
lem came over the hill, the people of Naza- 
reth were waiting and ready to join it. 

Continue with the story of what Jesus did 
when he reached the city. 

Living the Lesson: Do not expect the 
children to feel the only good thing to do 
is to “go to church”. If this is the response 
to your discussion, the children have lost the 
thought, and are simply giving back what 
they think you expect. Help them rather to 
see it is wrong to go too much to the movies. 
(In most communities it would be useless 
to say “wrong to go”.) It is wrong to go 
to the wrong kind of movies. Boys and girls 
should go only to places approved by their 
parents. 


Primary Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 22, 1928 


Jesus Helps in the Home at 
Nazareth 


Theme: When Jesus Was a Child. 

Biblical Material: Luke 2: 39, 40, 51, 52. 

Memory Verse: Honor thy father and thy 
mother. Ex. 20: 12. 

Aim for the Teacher: To help the chil- 
dren gladly to help in the home, realizing 
they have the example of the Lord Jesus to 
aid and guide them. 

Aim for the Child: How did Jesus help 
his parents? 

Worship: Follow suggestions made pre- 
viously. 

Story: “A Song About Teachers.” (See 
end of lesson). 

First Period: Talk of last Sunday’s les- 
son; plan with the children how they might 
retell the story, or play it, as might seem 
best. Or they may tell of journeys which 
they have taken, and of helpful things 
which they have done. 

Second Period: Let the children draw a 
picture of some animal which the people 
used on the way to Jerusalem, or make a 
campfire with the people gathered around 
it, or draw some one doing some helpful 
thing. The thought is to make this drawing 
a free expression. Do not expect fine work, 
but true expressive work. If you have a 
number of pictures showing helpful acts, the 
children may look them over, and select the 
one which seems to them to tell most clearly 
the thing they would like to do to be helpful. 

Third Period: Tell the new story in such 
a way that they shall see the Lord Jesus 
helping in the Nazareth home. Show pic- 
ture of Jesus helping, and aid the children to 
understand that Jesus when a boy had to 
help just as children help now. He did it 
because he was happier when he was work- 
ing, and when he was helping to make others 
happy. 

Living the Lesson: Discuss with the chil- 
dren ways in which they can help in their 
homes. Try to make your suggestions and 
their decisions clear and definite. Aid them 
in feeling this is the way in which we show 
our love for Jesus by helping others. 


A Song About Teachers: 


God’s world is for his children; 

He made it very fair, 

With soft blue skies and deep blue seas, 
With blossoms, wind, and bending trees, 
And clouds and crystal air, 

And music, love, and beauty. 

But children are too small 

At first to see its meaning well, 

To understand it all. 

They are as dear, blind children 

Who cannot walk aright, 


But wait till friendly helpers come 
To make the darkness bright. 


God sends those friendly helpers, 

Our teachers wise and dear. 

Day after day at school, they make 

The hard things easy for our sake, 

The dark things very clear. 

They show us marks called letters, 

Which we can change to words, 

That mean all kinds of loveliness, 

Like people, flowers, and birds. 

We put those marks together 

And make a prayer today, 

An earnest prayer for teachers dear, 

“God bless them all!’”’ We say. 

—Nancy Byrd Turner, by permission of 
Congregational Publication Society. 


Primary Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 29, 1928 


Jesus Makes a Sick Boy Well 


Biblical Material: John 4: 46-54. 
Memory ‘Verse: Jesus went about ... 


healing . . . all manner of sickness. Matt. 
9: 35. 

Theme: What Jesus Did When He Grew 
Up? 


Aim for the Teacher: To help the chil- 
dren realize that strong, healthy bodies are 
what God wishes all of us to have, and we 
may help him keep them so by obeying 
health rules. 

Aim for the Children: How may I keep 
my body well and strong? 

Extra Material: Leaflets on health and 
conservation of child life may be secured 
from insurance companies; from National 
Child Welfare Association, 70 Fifth Ave., 
New York City, who recommend the follow- 
ing books on physical care of children: 

Posture of School Children. Bancroft, 
$1.50. 

Feeding the Family. Rose, $2.10. 
Hygiene of the School Child. Terman, 
75 


1.75. 
y The Child Welfare Association also pub- 
lishes booklets on Childhood and Health, 
Physical Care, Music and Childhood, etc., 
which sell for twenty-five cents each. Then 
there are numbers of free leaflets prepared 
by experts in the employ of the Government, 
and which may be had for the asking from 
the U. S. Children’s Bureau, Washington, 





LIBERTY (27) 1187 


D. C. The National Child Welfare Asso- 
ciation also publishes attractive posters on 
health, which may be secured from them 
singly or in sets. The handbook showing all 
of their posters, etc., and containing much 
valuable information, sells for fifty cents; 
the prices of posters must be secured from 
them. Send now for this material which 
will be useful through this entire quarter 
as well as at many other times. 

Worship: See previous suggestions. Psalm 
121 may be used for memory work during 
the quarter, or longer, if need be. Psalm 
121: 1 may be used as the call to worship. 
The memory response, “He careth for you.” 

Song: “The Secret”. No. 9 in “First Book 
of Hymns and Worship”. 

Story: “The Cloud”, page 5, in “Ethics 
for Children”. 

Pictures: Any pictures showing a doctor’s 
care, or pictures of children obeying health 
rules, 

First Period: Let the children repeat the 
story of last week in their own language. 
Ask who has found some way of helping 
in their home as Jesus he!ped in his. Dis- 
cuss helpfulness with the children, and let 
them feel quite free to talk to you of their 
experiences, that you may more wisely guide 
them in their efforts to live as Jesus lived. 

Second Period: Use as memory drill peri- 
od. If you are to use the Psalm suggested 
above, talk it over with the children, so they 
thoroughly understand it, and begin its mem- 
orization. If not already memorized, be- 
gin to memorize the song, “Playmate of 
Nazareth”. 

Third Period: Tell the new story. Help 
the children to feel how very kind and good 
Jesus was, and how loving and tender. Aid 
them in seeing how they may help him in his 
desire to keep us well and strong by obey- 
ing health laws. It is a fine thing to work 
with God in keeping our bodies well and 
strong. 

Prayer for Closing: Dear Heavenly Fa- 
ther, we are so glad Jesus is helping our 
friends to teach us how to keep well and 


strong. Help us to remember always to 
keep thy health laws. For Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 


Junior Teacher’s Lesson Material 


Moses Goes to Help His People 
January 1, 1928 


Theme: Escaping From Slavery. 

Biblical Material: Ex. 1: 6-14, 2: 1-3: 14; 
4: 18, 20, 27-81. 

Memory Verses: Heb. 11: 24, 25. 

Aim for the Teacher: How can I help 
these boys and girls to be brave enough and 
strong enough to try again when they fail? 
How can I aid them in preparing for life? 

Aim for the Pupil: Why should I try 
again when I fail once? Has God got a 
special work for me to do? 

Extra Material: Realize there is more 
Biblical material than is printed in the 
children’s quarterly that is a real part of 
the lesson, and be sure to read it carefully. 
For additional help, see Bible Encyclopedias, 
concordance in your Teacher’s Bible, the vol- 
ume of the Expositor’s Bible on Exodus, and 
Josephus’ History of the Jews; Bailey and 
Kent’s “History of the Hebrew Common- 
wealth” is a helpful book on the Jewish his- 
tory. Borrow from your pastor’s library if 
not near enough to a public library, or if 
you do not have the books of your own. 

Worship Theme: Beginning New Life. 

Worship Material: Call to Worship for 
the month: The Lord is nigh unto all them 
that call upon him; to all them that call 


upon him in truth. 

Response: O, ¢ome, let us worship and 
bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our 
maker. 

Song: Use song on back of quarterly, 
specially selected for its application to the 
lessons, and also for its message. Note the 
writer was John of Damascus, writing 
about 750 A. D. 

Story: The Blind and Deaf Girl. (Story 
of Helen Keller, to show how she learned to 
use the things God had given her, in her 
new life.) 

Memory Scripture for the Quarter: Ex. 
20: 1-11; Matt. 22: 37-39. 

Prayer: Our Father, we thank thee for 
the New Year, for the new blessings we re- 
ceive daily. May we think about our part 
in making this New Year.a happy one, in 
which we can serve thee and those around 
us. Show us what is our part, and help us 
to prepare for it. For Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Lesson Material: While it is good for the 
children to have some definite ideas of the 
chronological form of events, especially in 
the later junior years, yet it is still better 
for them to see how these lessons can be of 
help to them here and now in their own 
lives. 

But the main thought for your pupils is 
this: Moses had to study a long time to 
prepare himself for the work God had for 
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him to do. He had to go to school a long, 
long time, and learn his lessons. He failed 
once, but he did not give up. He tried 


again. He succeeded when he tried in God’s 
way and God’s time. Suppose he had given 
up and not been willing to try again; could 
God have used him? Suppose he had not 
prepared himself? Recall Abraham Lin- 
coln’s statement when asked why he worked 
so hard when he, a backwoods country boy. 
could never amount to anything, “I will 
study and prepare myself, and then if the 
opportunity comes, I will be ready”. 

Living the Lesson: One of the best of 
ways will be for the children to enter the 
New Year with a determination to do well 
their work at school, and at home, to watch 
for opportunities of helping as means of pre- 
paring for the bigger work they are all 
hoping to do some day. 

A Thought for the Teacher: Study to 
show thyself approved unto God, a workman 
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly di- 
viding the Word of truth. 


Junior Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 8, 1928 


Moses Wins Freedom for His 
People 


Theme: Escape From Slavery. 

Biblical Material: Ex. 5:1-6:1; 12:21- 
32; 18: 17-22. 

Memory Verse: Jehovah is my strength 
and song; and he is become my salvation. 
Ex. 15: 2. 

Aim for the. Teacher: To help them to un- 
derstand how God answers prayer, and how 
they can help him to answer their own 
prayers. 

Aim for the Pupil: Will God give me any- 
thing for which I ask him? 

Worship Material: 

Song: Use song suggested last 
Memorize this song this quarter. 

Story: The Good Bishop. Page 107, in 
“Ethics for Children.” The story of Jean 
Valjean adapted. Show how the new life 
came to Jean. 

Pictures: Pictures of escape from Egypt; 
Union Bible Pictures, (1816 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia,) have a series: “They Made 
Their Lives Bitter”, No. 11, shows the slav- 
ery of Egypt, as does also No. 10. No. 14 
illustrates symbolically the passing of the 
death angel, and No. 15 shows Miriam’s 
Song. These pictures are two cents apiece. 

Prayer: Repeat the Lord’s Prayer care- 
fully and thoughtfully. 

Lesson Material: Have a clear back- 
ground for your own thinking of the inci- 
dents of the freeing of the Israelites. By 
the way, remember they were not “Jews” 
for many centuries after this. They are 
“Hebrews” (wanderers) or Israelites (Chil- 
dren of Israel—Jacob). Moses made two 
objections to going with the message of 
God: First, the people would not believe 
him; second, he did not have the eloquence to 
convince them. God answered both these ob- 
jections, and promised that Aaron should 
be there to speak for him, but as a matter 
of fact we do not find Aaron appearing as 
spokesman. God made good his word, and 
gave Moses the words he should speak. 

Dr. Scofield lists the happenings after his 
arrival in Egypt under twelve miracles, ten 
judgments, four offered compromises, seven 
demands The twelve miracles are: Aaron’s 


week. 


rod (7: 10-13); rivers turned to blood; the 
frog plague; the disappearance of the frogs; 
the lice plague; the fly plague; the removal 
of the flies; the murrain on the cattle; the 
boil plague; the thunder and hail storm; the 
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locust plague; the thick darkness. The sev- 
en demands are all to be let go from the 
land. The compromises offered by Pharaoh 
are: 1. To sacrifice to God in the land; 2. 
To sacrifice in the near-by wilderness, and 
the sacrifice to be for the king; 3. The men 
alone should go; 4. All the people should go, 
but everything they possessed should be left 
behind. The nine judgments are a “harden- 
ing of the heart’; the tenth is the death of 
the first-born throughout the land. Then 
comes the Passover feast, the story of which 
is told in chapter 12: 1-28, the beginning of 
the journey, and the giving of the guiding 
Pillar of Fire and of Cloud. 

The crux of the lesson, however, for the 
teacher, is the fact that God heard and an- 
swered prayer. But not immediately did the 
answer come. For eighty years the leader 
was preparing while the people wept and 
prayed—did they also despair? Help chil- 
dren to see, then, that answers are not al- 
ways immediate; but that God answers in 
the best possible ways; show that we may 
hinder his answering us—or others—by our 
lack of co-operation. For instance, if heath- 
en today are praying to an unknown God, 
are we hindering the answer of God to their 
prayers by our failure to give or to go? 

Living the Lesson: Help to encourage the 
prayer life of the children in your group. 
They will have dark days, and may fall into 
slavery to evil unless you have helped them 
to cling close to their God. Even children 
have their dark days, help them to “pray 
through”, with a firm conviction that God 
hears and answers prayer. 

A Thought for the Teacher: 


So the sign of the fire by night 

And the sign of the cloud by day 
Hovering o’er, just before, 

As we journey on our way, 

Shall a guide and a leader be, 

Till the wilderness be past, 

For the Lord our God in his,own good time 
Shall lead to the light at last. 


Junior Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 15, 1928 


God’s Gift in the Wilderness 


Theme: Escaping From Slavery. 

Lesson Material: Ex. 15: 22-16: 16 

Memory Verses: Praise Jehovah, oh my 
soul.. Who executeth justice for the op- 
pressed; who giveth food to the hungry. 
Psalm 146: 1, 7. 

Aim for the Teacher: How can I help my 
pupils properly to appreciate and properly 
to use God’s gifts today? How can I best 
show them what these gifts are? 

Aim for the Pupil: What does God give 
to me and how shall I use it? 

Extra Material: Send to the Government 
Bureau, Department of Agriculture, for 
leaflets on foods. Watch the magazine ar- 
ticles and advertisements for information as 
to where foods and clothing materials are 


secured. A good encyclopedia is also inval- 
uable. 

Worship: 

Song: “O Master, Let Me Walk With 
Thee.” . 


Story: The story of the Good Samaritan. 
These illustrate the man who is living the 
oad Life with God, and a prayer for that 
ife. 

Pictures for Lesson: Any pictures of food, 
clothing, trees (for buildings), etc.; in fact, 
anything which is found in or upon the 
earth, to show how God’s gifts are ali 
around us. 

Prayer: Heavenly Father, help us to walk 
with thee always. Thou didst lead the chil- 
dren of Israel in the wilderness; lead us, thy 
children, now, we pray thee. Give to us 


the good gifts which we need every day. 
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Give us this day our daily bread, and deliver 
us from evil. Amen. 

Lesson Material: A new book, “Bible 
Lands today”, by Wm. T. Ellis, will give a 
graphic series of pictures of these ancient 
lands which teacher and pupils alike will en- 
joy. The pictures were mostly taken by 
the author on the spots which he describes. 
He tells of the terrible sandstorms, which, 
he thinks, were some excuse for the “mur- 
muring” of the Israelites; of the bitterly 
cold nights, of the stony pathways, but he 
also says, “In the wide wilderness reaches, 
there is a freedom, a nearness to Nature, an 
approach to the Infinite, which city dwell- 
ers may not know.” Here the Israelites 
had time to be alone with each other and 
with God. “Folk of the desert never have 
nervous prostration because they do not ex- 
perience the corroding cares of complex civ- 
ilization. All of the elemental joys, on the 
other hand, are for the wayfarer in the wil- 
derness.” 

No one knows today any more of where 
the manna came from or what it was than 
the Bible tells us. Attempts to identify it 
with the gummy exudations of a bush fail 
to tell us where the bush may have grown 
in sufficient abundance to supply the Israel- 
ites. The gift of the birds has been paral- 
leled in historical times, when a driving wind 
blew the birds overland, and sent them, ex- 
hausted, flying so low as easily to be grasped 
by the hand. 

For the children, the lesson is that God 
does give to us our daily bread, but that we 
ought to ask its continuance since “By his 
hand must all be fed”. Help the children to 
think carefully of God’s many and wonder- 
fully good gifts to us. 

Living the Lesson: The Israelites had to 
catch the birds; they had to make bread of 
the manna, which had to be gathered. God 
does not give us his gifts to sit down and 
idly use them. He gives us the gifts from 
his hand, but we are to do our share. He 
gives us a good world, which we are to help 
him make better. Whenever we make some- 
thing, we are, if we do it aright, helping 
God, as well as ourselves. When we do 
good work, when we are grateful, and give 
thanks to God, when we help each other, 
then we are rightly using God’s good gifts. 


A Thought for the Teacher: 


LABORERS TOGETHER WITH GOD 


Co-workers with him! Were he to ask, 
“Come, star with me the spaces of my sight, 
Or light with me tomorrow’s sunset glow, 
Or fashion forth the crystals of my snow, 
Or teach my sweet June roses next to blow.” 
O rare beatitude! But holier task, 
Of all his works of beauty fairest high, 
Is that he keeps for hands like ours to ply! 
When he upgathers all his elements, 
His days, his nights, whole eons of his June, 
The mighty Gardener of the earth and sky, 
That to achieve toward which the ages roll, 
We hear the voice that sets the spheres atune, 
“Help me, my comrades, flower this little 
soul!” 


Junior Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 22, 1928 


Worshiping God 


Theme: The Ten Commandments. 

Biblical Material: Ex. 20: 1-4; Neh. 12: 
27-43 Ps, 9: 1, 2. 

Memory Verses: Ps. 117. 

Aim for the Teacher: How can I help my 
class to understand what worship really is? 

Aim. for the. Pupil: Why should I worship 
God? 

WORSHIP MATERIAL: 

Song: “O Worship the King.” 

Story: “Joan of Arc.” Page 186 in 
“Ethics for Children”. To show how one 
brave girl brought new life to her people. 

Picture: Picture of Joan of Arc. Pic- 
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ture of people or children worshiping, such 
as The Angelus. 

Lesson Material: The Israelites in their 
wandering have come to Sinai, the Mount 
of God. This had apparently always been 
a sacred mountain, dedicated first of all to 
the Moon-god Sin, as we know from its 
name. But now it is to be rededicated for- 
ever to the God of gods. Sinai is a penin- 
sula as well as a mountain. Wm. T. Ellis 
in his fascinating new book, “Rible Lands 
Today”, says of it: “Sterile Sinai Penin- 
sula, which broke the hearts of the Chil- 
dren of Israel and so sapped their small sup- 
ply of stamina that an entire generation of 
them had to be buried before their sons 
could be trusted to adventure into the Land 
of promise, is one of the silent spaces of 
earth.” It is still almost unknown to our pres- 
ent generation. The Israelites gathered at the 
foot of the mountain standing in the midst 
of a ragged range of hills in this barren 
peninsula and here they stayed alone while 
Moses went up into the mountain out of 
their sight for forty days. No wonder they 
lost heart, and thought to make them a god 
like to the gods of Egypt, thus signifying 
their willingness to return and accept not 
only Egyptian bondage, but Egyptian gods. 
They were but three months out of Egypt, 
and their hearts failed them. Yet it was in 
this time of utter despondency and apostacy 
that Moses comes back with the most strik- 
ing, most wonderful statement ever made. 
“Thou shalt have no other gods before ME”’. 
The lesson is as necesary for us today as for 
the Israelites then. A writer in a popular 
magazine said recently, “We are worshiping 
the same old gods as people did of old. We 
may give them diffeent names, but we still 
erect our idols to the World, the Flesh, and 
the Devil, and bow down to them and say, 
“These be thy gods, O Israel, that brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt”. If this 
writer is correct—and can we doubt him as 
we see the rush for pleasure, for fame, for 
power, for money—then we are faced again 
with the same problem as Moses faced at 
Sinai and once more we have to train the 
generation that shall be brave enough and 
strong enough to cross the wilderness of Sin 
and enter into the Land of Promise. We 
must again “Put God First” in our think- 
ing. 

Living the Lesson: Help the boys and 
girls definitely to think through what it 
means to them to Put God First. The illus- 
trations given in their quarterlies are for 
your guidance in aiding them to think of 
this in terms of their own local and per- 
sonal problems. 

A Thought for the Teacher: The first and 
tenth commandments forbid no deed; they 
are concerned solely with thought. Put into 
positive form, they say, “Think right 
thoughts about God; think right thoughts 
about your neighbor.” 


Junior Teacher’s Lesson Material for 
January 29, 1928 


A Day of Rest and Worship 


Theme: The Ten Commandments. 

Biblical Material: Ex. 20: 8-11; Mark 2: 
27; Luke 6: 1-10; 18: 10-17; 14: 1-5. 

Memory Verse: It is lawful to do good 
on the Sabbath day. Matt. 12: 12. 

Aim for the Teacher: How can I help my 
pupils to make the best use of God’s Day? 

Aim for the Pupils: What is the best way 
to spend God’s Day? 

WORSHIP MATERIAL: 

Song: “O Day of Rest and Gladness.” 

Story: Sir Galahad. (Showing how a 
pure heart gives us strength to make a new 
life, and to keep our covenants.) 
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Picture: Sir Galahad; pictures of wor- 
ship unused last week. 
Extra Material: 

last week. 


Lesson Material: No question is more de- 
bated today than the proper use of Sunday. 
We no longer keep the seventh. day—the 
Sabbath—so we have groups of people ob- 
jecting to laws compelling a closer observ- 
ance of Sunday, because it is not the day 
God set aside. Is it right to visit on Sun- 
day? If so, is it right to go for rides when 
a visit of sympathy or condolence is not in 
question? Every Monday morning’s paper 
tells of scores of accidents to “joy-riders” 
on Sunday, and others, not joy-riders, whose 
lives have been endangered by them. 

The use of Sunday—the first day of the 
week—began with the disciples in memory 
of our Lord. It marks a change of attitude, 
as well as of thought. It is the beginning of 
a new week, not the finish of an old week; 
it is a period of preparation, not a period of 
rest; instead of looking backward to crea- 
tion, it looks forward to consummation. It 
is the “Lord’s Day’, and while made for us, 
for our rest and refreshment, it is also a 
day when we may lay aside the work of 
the world, and become more closely ac- 
quainted with him. We may also, through 
the “assembling of ourselves together’’, be- 
come more closely acquainted with God’s 
people. One of the outstanding ways of 
keeping the day holy might well be in draw- 
ing tighter the bonds of family life. Even 
church services ought not to keep the family 
separated all day. When father, and even 
mother work, and the children go to school 


See suggestions made 
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all week, there is but one day when there 
may be a real and true family life. This 
should be one of the glories of Sunday. 
Help the children to think clearly of what 
should and should not be done on Sunday. 

This is the only commandment that begins 
with a “Remember”. The keeping of one 
day sacred to God is older than the decalog. 
Today science tells us that men and even 
machinery wear out more quickly without 
a rest; that rest, change of environment, 
change of thought, change of work, are abso- 
lutely essential for the well balanced life, 
or even for continued life. But if we carry 
our business with us to church, we are work- 
ing, whether we are in our place of work 
or not. If children come to Sunday-school 
with their minds fixed on games or work, are 
they truly keeping God’s day? Think 
through with them the questions raised in 
their book. 

Living the Lesson: Today God’s laws re- 
garding one day of rest are flagrantly brok- 
en. Children cannot always avoid the fail- 
ure to keep God’s day, as they must go 
where their parents bid them, but we can 
help them to have clear convictions on the 
subject, so they will not, of themselves, de- 
liberately fail to keep the day holy. 


A Thought for the Teacher: 


“O Sabbath rest by Galilee! 

O calm of hills above! 

Where Jesus met to share with thee, 

The silence of eternity, 

Interpreted by love. 

Breathe through the hearts of our desire 
Thy coolness and thy balm; 

Let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

Speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 
O still small voice of calm!” 


Communications 


Favors Enforced Reading 


The writer has never been able to under- 
stand the attitude which you and some 
cther Protestants maintain regarding Bible- 
reading in the public schools. It would not 
seem (and this is said without any bias 
toward the Ku Klux Klan, but merely to 
state conditions just as they are) that the 
fact that atheists, Jews, and Roman Cath- 
olics usually stand with you would be likely 
to commend this position to you. Rather, 
it would appear more probable that such 
support might cause you to question wheth- 
er you were in possession of all the informa- 
tion on the subject, inasmuch as the three 
groups mentioned are often represented on 
the non-Protestant side of such issues as 
that of prohibition. In a wet and dry fight 
it is always considered safe to vote on the 
opposite side from that favored by the wets. 
Why not at least study whether the same 
policy might not be followed to advantage 
regarding Bible-reading in the schools? 

Reading the Bible in the schools is doubt- 
less as cld as the Republic, or older. We 
are told that a hundred years ago the tests 
for a teacher’s qualifications did not include 
much beyond showing that she could 
“cipher”, and that she could read some 
verses from the Bible. In the New England 
school which the writer attended forty and 
more years ago, the day always began with 
Bible-reading and the Lord’s Prayer. Some 
grades were taught by Protestants and 
some by Cathclics; and the children were 
Protestant, Catholic, and Jewish. 


No questions were raised in those days 
over Bible-reading, and no one knew or 
cared whether a Protestant or Catholic 
Bible were used. But that Bible-reading 
should begin the day was taken for granted. 

It was not until the advent of so many 
foreigners who lacked understanding of 
American principles and practices that we 
began to hear that there was such a thing 


as a Bible-reading question in our public 
schools. It is a curious coincidence that 
objections to such reading have come along 
with an immense influx of Jews, and of 
Roman Catholics in even greater numbers 
than was the case forty years ago. You 
can draw your cwn conclusions as to wheth- 
er there is any relationship between these 
occurrences. 


Few, if any, American principles are older 
than that of Bible-reading in the public 


school. Why should this principle be re- 
linquished at the desire of the foreign 
element? 


You have occasionally mentioned Penn- 
sylvania as a State in which Bible-reading 
is customary in the schools, but that the 
people of that State are no better as a 
consequence than those of Ohio. The writer 
lived in Pennsylvania several years before 
coming to Ohio. He taught in Pennsylvania 
public schools and became familiar with 
the daily Bible-reading. Now, we have in 
all probability no definite statistics as to 
the relative goodness of Pennsylvanians and 
Ohioans, but the writer can at least express 
his conviction that there is less indifference 
to religion in Pennsylvania than in Ohio. 
To some extent he lays this to the Bible- 


reading in Pennsylvania schools. This 
practice, if it does nothing else, indi- 
cates that the State encourages reli- 
gion without being sectarian; for dur- 


ing the time of life when the child’s 
mind is most receptive he is given the idea 
that his school, his State, his country, pro- 
mote religion and are friendly to the 
Church. Hence religion and the Church 
seem right and proper things and are re- 
spected. In Ohio, where the Bible is not 
read in the schools, there is not the same 
feeling among children that the State en- 
courages religion, and therefore indiffer- 
ence develops. And nothing is harder to 
overcome than indifference. Respect for 
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religion may lead to its embrace; but when 
people do not care whether religion lives 
or dies, the Church finds it difficult to 
arouse any kind of interest in its pregram. 

There are those who try to cloud the main 
issue of Bible-reading by seeking side paths. 
We hear objections based on the alleged 
impossibility of deciding on what kind of a 
Bible should be read, on what portions 
should be read, on whether there should 
be comment or otherwise. These are all 
trivial. .The reading of any kind of a Bible 
is better than none, and almost any passage 
is better than none. As to comment, it is 
not needed. The main thing is to instill 
into the child’s mind that the Bible has a 
supreme place-in our public life. If he 
learns that fact, taking an oath in court 
will mean something. He will not be 
surprised that we have chaplains in Ccon- 
gress, as well as in the army and navy. 
He will consider it fitting that our political 
conventions are opened with prayer. 

Oppositions to reading the Bible in the 
public schools means that some one is try- 
ing to deprive the child of a legitimate part 
of his education. It means that the basis 
for cur laws should not be made known. 
It means that we are turning our back on 
America as it has been in the past. And 
so it means injury to the America of the 
future. This cannot be right. 


E. B. HURLBURT. 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


[Our correspondent confuses two entirely 
different things in his mind, “opposition to 
Bible-reading” and “enforced Bible-reading” 
in our schools. The Herald has never 
been opposed to the reading of the Bible 
in the schools, and does not know of any 
other Protestant religious periodical that 
is. It not only believes in the reading 
of the Bible, but also in the studying of 
the Bible in our public schools; and this is 
a privilege which is and always has been 
almost universally granted, wherever teach- 
ers or churches care to make use of it. 
Thousands of teachers in Ohio and else- 
where are, of their own desire, reading the 
Bible every day to their pupils; and the 
schools in Dayton and in hundreds of other 
places are co-operating with the churches 
in programs of extended religious in- 
struction. 

Because the above is true, The Herald 
has no enthusiasm for the effort to force 
the reading of the Bible, for three reasons: 

1. We had far better use the liberties 
which we now have than start a fight which, 
through some adverse decision of a court 
or legislature, might shut out the Bible 
and religious education altogether from 
our schools. 

2. We have no confidence in the virtue of 
enforced religion. If a teacher does not 
want to read the Bible, she can easily do 
more harm with it than good. The States 
which have such enforced reading certainly 
are no paragons of virtue over the others. 
Pennsylvania ranks no higher than Ohio, 
morally or politically—at least not so it is 
noticeable. 

3. But the main reason we are opposed to 
the effort to force the reading of the Bible 
is because it is such a superficial and wholly 
inefficient method of undertaking to handle 
a great and grave question—and a method 
which will easily become a substitute in 
the minds of many for the better thing 
which they ought* to be doing. We have 
noticed that all too often those who are so 
fervid to have a law passed to force the 
reading of the Bible in our public schools 
are among those who give the least money 
to support daily religious instruction in the 
schools of their own community. That 
is why a great many fellows are for the 
enforced Bible-reading—it is such an easy 
and cheap method and costs them nothing. 
A good many others are for it only be- 
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cause some Catholics and some foreigners 
are against it—and it is amusing to notice 
how many of these do not seem to have 
any use whatever for the Bible in any kind 
of way except to get some one else to read 
it and listen to it, in school!—The Editor. ] 


Fine! Fine! was the editorial on “Shall 
the Politicians Rule Prohibition Out?” It 
sure told these weaklings of their weakness 
and those who should be strong of their op- 
portunities to manifest their strength. It 
sounded our great need, that instead of 
mere politicians we must have real Chris- 
tian statesmen. Its voice is, I believe, the 
voice of the Christian forces, as well as the 
great mass of high moral suasion. 

Urbana, Illinois. 

A. E. KEMP. 


DECEMBER 15, 1927 


Postscript 


Of all the many, many rich things you 
have given us, I prize your discussions on 
Christian Unign, perhaps, most of all. In 
my travels over this State for three years 
I saw the curse of denominationalism every 
day. I hope the trumpet will continue to 
sound. 

Huntington, Indiana. 

H. G. Rowe. 


It was certainly a sensible and human 
move for the boards to make when they 
voted that hereafter the denominational of- 
ficials should take a vacation each year. 
What a pity it took them so long to do 
such a thing! 

Hilton, New York. 

W. H. MARTIN. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 


Egan, December 4—The North Grove Chris- 
tian Church observed Golden Rule Sunday 
today, and although to some people it may 
seem to be a very small attendance, we were 
greatly encouraged to find that twenty-six 
had come out to worship this morning. Our 
pastor, Rev. Mr. Pittman, gave some sta- 
tistics showing how much money we spend 
for luxuries during the year and how easy 
it really is to deny ourselves for this one 
day. The Sunday-school offering, which 
amounted to $3.55, was taken for the Near 
East Relief work. An offering, amounting to 
five dollars, was also taken during the church 
services. This made a total of $8.55 from the 
North Grove Church and Sunday-school— 
Correspondent. 


Fiatt, December 5—God’s blessings have 
continued to rest upon our community dur- 
ing the evangelistic services in which Rev. 
Frederick Cooper did the preaching. He was 
with us from November 14 until December 1, 
and during that period and the Sunday fol- 
lowing, twenty made the good confession for 
the first time and two renewed the stand. 
Twenty-four were received into church fel- 
lowship. Enthusiasm is strong in the Sun- 
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LET’S TAKE THE TIME 
IF I had the time to find a place 


And sit me down full face to face 
With my better self, that cannot show 
In this daily life that rushes so; 
It might be then I could see my soul 
Still stumbling on toward the shining goal, 
I might be cheered by that thought sublime, 
If I had the time! 


If I had the time to let my heart 

Speak out and take in my life, a part 

To look about and stretch my hand 

To some one sinking in the sand. 

Ah, me! If I could just sit still, 

And let God talk to me as he will, 

I think the bells of life would chime— 
If I had the time! 
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day-school work and the church is planning 
for a better form of organization. We were 
glad to welcome for a part of the meetings 
our conference president, Rev. Robinson Ash- 
by, and wife; delegations from the Olive 
Chapel Church headed by their pastor, Rev. 
C. W. Risinger; Mrs. Mary C. Beer, steward- 
ship secretary of the conference; and many 
friends from close-by churches of other com- 
munions. Baptismal services were held Sun- 
day, December 4, for seventeen candidates. 
We are deeply thankful for this splendid re- 


sponse which opens the way to a wider serv- 
ice in this community.—Robert B. Rubart, 
Pastor. 


Urbana, December 1—Closed a two weeks’ 
meeting with the Bethlehem Church, Sunday 
night, November 27. This church is made up 
of a fine, open-hearted, spiritual-minded peo- 
ple with whom it is a delight to labor. There 
is a splendid lot of sane, dependable young 
people in the church, and a large number of 
bright boys and girls which gives assurance 
of the future stability and usefulness of the 
church. Miss Alberta Shultz, of Pierson, Illi- 
nois, was our song leader, soloist, and per- 
sonal worker, and all were delighted with her 
work. She has had six years’ experience as a 
worker in the Pacific Garden Mission of Chi- 
cago, which is a valuable asset to her in 
evangelistic work. Her charming personal- 
ity, her vital Christian testimony, her heart 
appeals in song, as well as the snappy little 
choruses taught the children were an inspira- 
tion to us all. She is now assisting Brother 
Ellis in a meeting at Sumner. — An all-day 
meeting was held Thanksgiving Day. Ser- 
mon in the morning by the pastor, followed 
by dinner and social hour in the basement, 
and the women’s Thank-offering program in 
the afternoon.—J. J. Douglass. 


Olney, December 5—Rev. S. Price has just 
closed a great meeting at his Mt. Gilead 
charge with thirteen members received the 
last evening of the series. Some of the most 
substantial people of the community were 
among the number. — Rev. Walter Kitchen 
has been called to take up the work at 
Garrett, Illinois, for one-fourth time. He be- 
gan his work there last Sunday. A fine in- 
terest prevailed. — Sister Rainey, wife of 
Pastor Rainey at Atwood, worked up a fine 
interest among the young people at Garrett 
and thus made it possible for a fine opening 
for Brother Kitchen. — Rev. Chas. Mahan 
has just closed a fine meeting at Porterville 
Church with a number of accessions. — Rev. 
A. H. Bennett dropped in one evening at 
Bethsadia during our special effort there. He 
gave a strong message which was well re- 
ceived. He is now assisting Pastor Fasnacht 
at Louisville, Illinois. — Pastor Ellis, as his 
own evangelist and assisted by chorus di- 
rector and personal worker, Miss Schultz, of 
Pierson, Illinois, is engaged in a fine meeting 
at Sumner. The Sumner paper gives the 
meeting a fine write-up and endorsement. — 
Rev. J. M. Bradbury is receiving some fine 
endorsement from various churches by way 
of reports on the recent conference goal for 
benevolences. Newton Church is first to 
write Brother Bradbury and say, “We are 
meeting our (first quarter’s installment 
promptly”. A number of the Wabash churches 
are sending in regularly to the conference 
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treasurer, John Bowers, Hidalgo, Illinois. 
This is as it should be. Let every church 
make a special effort to raise its quota 


promptly.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Advance, December 5—Prairie Chapel con- 
gregation remembered our birthday recently 
with an all-day meeting at the church, with 
a noon-day feast—a complete surprise to us. 
The day was a most pleasant one. — 
Prairieville and Sterling churches have held 
Thank-offering services and their offerings 
have been quite a little larger than last year. 
Their programs were rendered very well in- 
deed. The Prairie Chapel Church will hold 
a few days’ special services beginning next 
Monday evening. We expect to have a 
profitable meeting. Will conduct a _ brief 
campaign of service with Sterling last of 
January to first of February; Prairieville 
around Easter time.—Carrie Beaver, Pastor. 


Poneto, November 30—We have just closed 
a three-weeks’ revival at the Kings Chapel 
Church of the Indiana Miami Reserve Chris- 
tian Conference, which is located six miles 
east of Alexandria, Indiana. The revival was 
a great success in various ways. The gen- 
eral spiritual uplift that flowed from heart 
to heart was evident as they came and went 
from the services. A general good-will and 
neighborly feeling for the benefit of others 
was prevailing all through the meeting. 
There were fifteen conversions of which a 
large percentage represented heads of fami- 
lies. — On Sunday evening, November 27, we 
stood in the “open doors” of the church and 
received sixteen new members to our class. 
Our crowds were exceptionally good during 
the entire meeting, nearly a house full each 
evening and on the last night people went 
away because of a full house. I called this a 
real old-time revival. — Brother Charles Fra- 
zier, the elder of the church, led the song 
service and did a splendid work. — We kept 
account of the chapters read during the last 
two weeks of the meeting of which the sum 
reached 4,925. This I consider a great help to 
a revival to center people’s minds on God and 
heavenly things.—G. R. Osborn, Pastor. 


IOWA 
Legrand, December 6—The work here is 
moving along nicely, under the guidance of 
Rev. Herman A. Crawford. He came to us 
the last of June from the Moody Bible In- 
stitute. He ista graduate of that school. and 
has had some experience as a pastor before 
taking up the work here. He is from the 
Southland and a very earnest and conse- 
crated young man. Since his coming, six 
members have been added to the church. A 
pageant is being planned for Christmas.— 

Mrs. Maude Gaunt, Clerk. 


MISSOURI 
Gerster, November 30—On the seventh of 
November the writer, as singing evangelist, 
and Rev. Thomas V. Crance, of Flemington, 
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Missouri, began a meeting with the people 
of the Bethlehem Church. A good spirit pre- 
vailed throughout the meeting, with the 
very best of attention. Brother Crance de- 
livered some very helpful sermons, preaching 
the pure gospel. The church was brought to- 
gether in a closer fellowship. Brother Crance 
had a severe attack of the flu which was a 
great hindrance in his addresses, but the 
Lord was in the meeting and on the last eve- 
ning three precious young men and _ boys 
came and gave their lives to their Savior. 
The writer has been in a great many meet- 
ings, but never has he seen a better spirit 
than that which prevailed at the close of 
that meeting. May the Lord bless them and 
may others come to Christ ere it is too late. 
Brother Crance is a young man in the min- 
istry but God is using him in his own good 
way.—H. C. Replogle. 


NEW YORK 

Albany, December 2—Mr. N. B. Chapman, 
our senior deacon, passed away November 20, 
in his eighty-ninth year. His widow and one 
son survive him. — Rev. E. J. Bodman, of 
Fall River, Massachusetts, who has been a 
patient in the Albany Hospital, has returned 
to his home much improved. — Complete re- 
turns on our annual fair held recently are 
not yet available. The receipts will fall con- 
siderably below other years, however, be- 
cause of weather conditions. On the evening 
of the sale we experienced one of the sever- 
est rainstorms of the season which of course 
prevented many from attending. — Next Sun- 
day evening the service will be in charge of 
the missionary society when the Thank-offer- 
ing program will be presented. Miss Bessie 
Kniffen will be the speaker.—Catherine E. 
Parvis, Church Clerk. 


Hilton, December 5—Our church, Parma- 
Greece of the New York Western Conference, 
on November 27 brought to a close a stew- 
ardship campaign which was in many ways 
the most gratifying of any the writer has 
ever put on in a church. This year we 
used the reading contest in connection with 
the usual program of stewardship instruction 
from the pulpit in a series of sermons, and 
a letter to the church folks each week dur- 
ing the stewardship period. Hereafter I 
would not want to put on a campaign with- 
out making full use of the reading part 
of the program. We did quite a bit of pub- 
licity, especially by means of large posters. 
On one were these words: A Five Weeks’ 
Stewardship Reading Campaign—Pleasure 
Profit, and Blessing for the Whole Church— 
Everybody Invited and Urged to Enroll. 
Other smaller posters read as follows: Stew- 
ardship Is a Call to Put God First—It Is the 
Key to a Happy Life, and God Is Owner 
of All Things—Man is but a Steward and 
Must Give an Account for All Things In- 
trusted to His Care. Further publicity was 
given the campaign through the medium of 
our parish paper, the local weekly, and from 
the pulpit for several Sundays preceding the 
opening of the campaign, in addition to the 
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Our church 


weekly letters referred to above. 
membership was divided into five groups, 
with a captain over each. Credit was given 
not only for reading, stewardship literature, 
but also for securing new readers, attend- 
ance at church for the stewardship sermons, 
reading The Herald of Gospel Liberty and 
“The Christian Missionary” during the per- 
iod, putting on stewardship programs during 
the Sunday-school hour, and for securing 
tithing pledges. Interest was quite good 
from the start, and kept increasing finely as 
the reading progressed, as is indicated in the 
following figures: The first week there were 
reported a total of 2,608 points, the second 
week there were 4,947; third week, 6,290, 
fourth week, 6,862, and the last week there 
were 9,669 points making a total of 30,376 
points. We allowed two pages to the point, 
which would give the equivalent of more 
than 60,000 pages of literature read during 
the campaign. One difficulty we experienced 
was in being able to supply sufficient litera- 
ture to meet the calls of the group leaders 
after the interest became high. I was forced 
to visit several neighboring pastors for help 
and then wasn’t able to keep all readers 
supplied. I thought I had ample supplies be- 
fore the campaign began. Another time I 
would be sure to have an abundance of all 
kinds of stewardship matter. The winning 
group is to be banqueted during holiday 
week by the other groups, and recognition 
is to be given the adult and child having 
the best individual records. — On the closing 
Sunday of the campaign, after a sermon on 
“A Steward’s Accounting”, the tithing pledge 
was read and all persons who were willing 
to subscribe to its demands were invited to 
come forward. Thirty-three men, women, 
and young people responded and signed the 
covenant, and requests were also made for 
cards for other members of some families to 
sign. In the evening thirty-four of our 
church folks presented that most impressive 
stewardship pageant, “The Dream That Came 
True”, to a full house, thus bringing to a 
climax a program that will be remembered 
for years to come by the entire church and 
country round about. Brother pastor, don't 
neglect stewardship teaching.—W. H. Martin, 
Pastor. 
OHIO 

Conover, December 8—We began our meet- 
ings with the Oran Church Sunday November 
20, continuing two weeks. The first week 
was spent in preparation for Kingdom En- 
iistment Week. The following week we put 
on the program which was enthusiastically 
taken hold of by our workers. The result 
was sixteen united with the church with more 
to follow later. We were ably assisted in our 
work by Mrs. Nora Andrew, of Warren, In- 
diana, as soloist and song leader. Her work 
was an inspiration to all. We begin our 
meetings at Beamsville Sunday, December 
25. Pray for us.—G. B. Cain, Pastor. 


Berkey, December 5—Since Rev. L. D. Ham- 
mond came on the field at Berkey, September 
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MAIN BUILDING 
FRANKLINTON CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 


Franklinton, North Carolina 


The General Board has asked that a Special Christ- 
mas Offering be taken in every church for this 
great work which Franklinton is doing. This is 
our chance to help it do a better work. 


Send offering to A. W. Sparks, Home Mission 
Secretary, C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 
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1, there has been a marked increase in at- 
tendance and interest both in Sunday-school 
and church services. The attendance exceed- 
ed the 200 mark one Sunday with the co-oper- 
ation of the Sunday-school superintendent, L. 
¢. Ford. The various classes have taken 
turns conducting the Sunday-school. It has 
brought out surprising talent, especially 
among the younger ones. A furnace has 
been installed in the parsonage by the Ladies’ 
Aid. The men did the labor work, a new 
chimney being necessary and excavating. It 
adds much to the comfort of the pastor and 
family. We feel that the church will be en- 
riched spiritually as well as in numbers. Mrs. 
Hammond co-operates in all the church activ- 
ities with a personal 
ent. 


interest.—Correspond- 


OHIO 

Springfield, December 7—Interest and work 
at the Laura Christian Church are of a 
markable showing, as evidenced by the serv- 
ices December 4. There were 106 present in 
church school. The Sunday-school voted to 
give five dollars towards the Near East Re- 
lief fund. Then the morning church services 
were fine, with approximately seventy-five in 
attendance. This collection also went to Near 
East. — C. E. was help previous to evening 
church services. There can much im- 
provement in this particular of our 
church work. The evening services formed 
the crowning point of the day’s program. 
We were especially favored by the Imperial 
Male Quartet, composed of three men and the 
piano accompanist from near Bradford, and 
the fourth member from the local church. 
Their program consisted of religious songs, 
Negro spirituals, and piano solos. One or two 
of the songs consisted of solo parts with en- 
semble choruses. The last number was ex- 
ceedingly well presented by the director, Mr. 
Posgrove. The quartet was honored by a 
large attendance. The program concluded 
with benediction by the pastor. — Plans are 
now to have revival meetings during the first 
two weeks of January. Rev. Heber O'Hara, 
of Lower Stillwater Church, is to assist the 
pastor. Every one will welcome.—David 
Ralston, Pastor. 
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Defiance College Notes 
BSERVANCE of the World Week of 
Prayer at Defiance College closed with an 

evening meeting of the Y. M. C. A. and the 
Y. W. C. A. at which Mr. Hermon Eldredge, 
of the Department of Christian Education of 
the Christian denomination, was the speaker. 
Calling attention to the need for world fel- 
lowship, the speaker referred to instances in 
countries all over the world where the Chris- 
tian religion is misunderstood, and where the 
enlightenment which accompanies the true 
Christian doctrine is needed. The World 
Week of Prayer was observed on the campus 
by daily ten-minute devotional services in 
the Y. W. C. A. room at Trowbridge Hall. 
Speakers for these meetings were Dean Law- 
son, Dean Gilbert, Rev. Mr. Rex, Professor 
Humphrey, and Dean Enders. 

Dr. A. D. Woodworth, of Tokyo, Japan, who 
has been a missionary in Japan for thirty-five 
years, spoke at Defiance College Sunday 
morning at ten-thirty a. m. on “The Serious 
Side of Missions,” and in the afternoon ad- 
dressed a union meeting of the Y. M. C. A. 
and the Y. W. C. A., speaking on “The 
Humorous Side of Missions”. 

Rev. W. L. Rogers, D. D., of Cleveland, 
Ohio, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal 
Diocese of Ohio, addressed the student body 
on our relations with Great Britain. Quoting 
a brilliant English journalist, he said, “Eng- 
land is on the Rocks”, and gave among the 
reasons Britain’s failure to retain supremacy 
in certain fundamental industries. In clos- 
ing, the speaker said, “Because of racial, 
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Helps for Officers and Teachers 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 


It has been issued for fifty-three years 
with ever increasing popularity and useful- 
ness, which fact 
alone is a won- 
derful argument 
for its value and 
Shelpfulness. 
Rich in material, 
compre - 
hensive in its 
scope, practical 
in its treatment; 
every superin- 
tendent, teacher, 
Niewm and scholar will 
find in it his own 
personal require- 
ments. Marion 
Lawrance voiced 
the sentiments 
of thousands 
when he said: 

“How this 
q standard com- 

mentary has 
= been able to 
maintain itself 
during all these 
years, growing 
annually strong- 
is a marvel to the Sunday- 
Price, $2.00. 


PELOUBETS SELECT Notes 
ON THE A 
TERNATION 

a Lesso 





er and richer, 
school world.” 


TARBELL’S TEACHERS’ GUIDE 


The previous yearly issues have estab- 
lished this commentary in the minds of 
Sunday-school'__ teach- 
ers and scholars as a 
most complete and 
useful Sunday-school 
Commentary. The ob- 
ject is, first and all, to 













present the very best 1 =TARBELL’'S . 
Commentary on_ the * GUD 
lessons, with every TEACHERS 
conceivable help that IpeTESNUTIORAL SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 





modern science and 
modern methods can 
render. 

Printed in clear, 


plain type with many 
handsome Illustra- 
tions, Maps, Diagrams, 
ete. Price, $2.00. 





A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LESSONS FOR 1928 


By Amos R. Wells, editor of Peloubet’s 
Select Notes 


This book is issued in answer to the de- 
mand for a practical and inspirational di- 
gest of the Uniform Sunday-school Lessons. 
It is concise, with explanatory notes of the 
text, as well as a spiritual interpretation 
and application to modern life, with sug- 
gested subjects for individual thought or 
concerted discussion. Chronological charts, 
maps, and valuable data furnish complete 
help to the busy teacher, Sunday-school 
worker, or Bible student. It is of vest 
pocket size, bound in silk cloth, 128 pages, 
price, 35ce. 


The Christian Publishing Association 
DAYTON, OHIO 






ARNOLD’S PRACTICAL COMMENTARY 


Contains:—1. Introduction. 2. Home Read- 
ing. 


3. Lesson Text, Golden Text, Practical 
\ Truth, Topic and 
Outline arranged as 
a responsive exercise. 


i Text aisod. in 
American Revision. 
5. Time. 6. Place. 


7. Parallel Accounts 
8 Comments, 9. 
Questions. 10. Prac- 
tical Survey. 11. 
Practical Application. 
12. Blackboard Exer- 
cise. 18. With the 
Seniors and Adults. 


14. The Intermediate 
Class. 15. The Jun- 
iors, 16. The Pri- 


mary Class. 17. Maps. 
18. Bible Dictionary, 
Price, $1.00. 


SNOWDEN’S SUNDAY 





SCHOOL BOOK 1 SUNDAY 

Practical Expositions SCHOOL 

of the _ International LESSONS 
Sunday School Lessons “eT | 


of 1926 Improved Uni- 
form Series; Topics for 








Young People’ and Ba 
Adults. By Reverend Ss 
James H. Snowden. Ete 














Price, $1.25. 





TORREY’S GIST OF THE LESSON 
a 
THE 
GIST 
QF THE 
LESSON 


The original Vest 
Pocket Companion, 
which has had many 
imitators, but no equal. 
As Marion Lawrance 
said, “Boiled down and 
pressed, skimmed, 
strained, yet full, gener- 
ous, helpful.” Flexible 
binding, 35e. 


THE MAGAZINE NUMBER 
Fr 


THE 
Is a monthly issue of the merged HERALD 


HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


OF GOSPEL LIBERTY. It contains 
Teachers’ Helps on the International Sun- 
day-schgol Lessons for each Sunday in the 
month; these are prepared by Mr. Hermon 
Eldredge for the Adults, Senior and Junior 
Classes—while the Notes on the Group 
Graded Lessons are prepared by Mrs. F. E. 
Bullock for the Boys’ and Girls’ Classes, 
and for the Children’s Classes. Then there 
is in every issue Earnest Workers’ Trestle 
Board and special articles for Teachers 
along general Christian Education lines 
and many othér useful and _ interesting 
articles. Every Teacher and Officer of the 
Sunday-school should have the Magazine 
Number. The Sunday-school should include 
it in its quarterly order. 

Single subscriptions $1.00 per year—five 
or more copies to one address 20c each, per 
quarter. 
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nothing but 
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and international reasons, the 
nited States and Great Britain should have 
amicable relations... As go 
reat Britain and the United States so goes 


the peace of the world.” 


“The Undiscovered Resources of Christian- 


ity” was the subject of an interesting dis- 
cussion led by Leland Williams, '28, Colum- 


b 


us Grove, at a recent Y. M. C. A. meeting. 


On a later occasion Mr. Wesley M. Beatty, a 
Defiance business man, addressed the group. 

Carl Dille, ’28, of West Libertey, captain of 
the Defiance cross country team, came first 
at every conference meet this season, leading 
all contestants by a distance of from two to 
five hundred yards. Mr. Dille is one of the 
student ministers. At the present time he 
is preaching at the Blanchard Church of the 

















THE 


Northwestern Ohio Conference and at the 
Antioch Church of the Eel River Conference. 

The Defiance College football team had a 
successful season, winning five out of eight 
games played. The three games lost were 
played against strong teams that won by 
close margins. Basket ball is now outstand- 
ing among the physical training activities on 
the campus. 


Mary J. Vinson Lake 


EV. MARY JANE VINSON LAKE, 

daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Zephana Wil- 
kins, was born in Marion County, Ohio, 
April 26, 1835. Soon after, her father was 
sent as a missionary to Wisconsin preaching 
to the Indians. While here Mary gave her- 
self to the Master in her twelfth year. In 
1848 her father came to Fountain County. 
In 1855 she was married to George Vinson, 
of Illinois. To this union six children were 
born, two of whom are living. She and her 
husband united with the Osborn Prairie 
Church in 1862, and her name remained on 
the church roll until her death. 

Her first husband died thirty years ago. 
She began preaching in 1887 in Indiana and 
Illinois. She organized the Fountain Port- 
land mission and Hedrick work. She helped 
to raise the money to, build a church house 
at the latter place in 1895. For many years 
she served as a very successful representa- 
tive in the field for The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty. November 12, 1908, she married 
Israel Lake a Christian minister, who died 
some five years ago. She has had a good 
home for the last five years with her daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Carrie Campbell. 

She departed this life November 30, 1927, 
aged ninety-two years. She leaves to mourn 
their loss, one brother, two children, many 
other relatives and friends. Funeral serv- 
ices were conducted Sunday afternoon at 
Osborne Prairie, by the writer, assisted by 
Rev. John Boord and Rev. Carrie Beaver. 
Her body was laid to rest in the adjoining 
cemetery. 

D.:O; Coy. 


The Bible and the Home 


IMES have changed? The Bible is no 
longer the Book of the home? So we are 
commonly led to believe. 

Ingersoll, rolling into Denver on the train, 
prophesied that in fifty years there would 
not be fifty Bible believers in that city. The 
fifty years are up, with one to spare. More 
than 100,000 copies of the Scriptures are 
sold in Denver every twelve months. 

A lad who occupied the seat behind Inger- 
soll and overheard his mistaken prophecy 
was interested, from that day on, in the 
spread of the Bible. He had lived to see 
the prophecy conclusively disproved, and 
says, “Ingersoll is already nearly for- 
gotten; but the Bible is still the most popu- 
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DID YOU FORGET 
SOMETHING? 


If you have forgotten to send 
your order for the new HERALD 
that your name may appear on 
the Charter Membership Roll, 
this will remind you, and we will 
receive your order by next mail. 
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lar, the most highly prized, and the most 
widely read book in the world.” 

Thirty million copies a year. That is the 
present demand for the Scriptures. In this 
total are included complete Bibles, New 
Testaments, and “portions,” consisting of 
not less than a full book of the Bible, such 
as a Gospel or the Psalms. Thirty million 
a year! 

What “best seller” can approach this rec- 
ord? “Main Street,” which for several 
years led the list of best fiction sellers, has 
now come practically to a standstill with a 
total sale of a little more than half a million 
copies, 

In most cases only one copy of the Scrip- 
tures is purchased for one home. Let us 
therefore assume that thirty million copies 
mean that at least twenty-five million homes 
have been reached. Of course these homes 
are scattered throughout the world. The 
number of them is roughly equivalent to the 
total number of homes in the United States. 
Reached in one year! 

Nor does the figure of thirty million tell 
the story. Other millions of persons are, 
for the first time, reading the Bible by ear. 
Coming through the air, the magic of the 
Bible is being felt anew in many homes. A 
number of radio stations such as KPO in 
San Francisco and WGBS in New York 
daily broadcast the Scriptures, and thou- 
sands of letters pour in to testify to the 
value of this service. 


Teach Children Kindness 


HIS teaching kindness to animals may 

seem a simple thing; but the more one 
looks into its merits the more penetrating 
this spiritualizing influence proves to be, 
causing a change of conduct, inspiring jus- 
tice and compassion in the place of selfish- 
ness and cruelty; training the mind to ap- 
prehend, and the heart to sympathize with 
the needs of the lowly creatures who form 
the theoretical object lesson of such surpass- 
ing interest to the young; obvivusly the 
“protecting sympathy” which a child may be 
taught to feel towards its helpless dumb 
companion, may in after years inspire the 
life of the philanthropist. 

How much teaching is needed is demon- 
strated by the incredibly cruel deeds perpe- 
trated by children even of tender years, 
which call forth neither remonstrance nor 
reproof from parent or guardian.—Miss G. 
Kendall. 


a 


“A bruised reed he will not break, and the 
smoking flax will he not quench.” Our 
Lord is of a very tender mercy, and he will 
not crush or destroy the puny effort we 
put forth to serve him. His touch is so soft 
that He will not hurt, and his love is so 
gracious that he will heal. Ah, broken, 
bruised by the rough blows of adverse life, 
you can trust Jesus to minister to you with- 
out increasing your pain. He is wanting to 
come to you in your sorrows, and turn them 
into shining joy.—Selected. 
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Reduced Prices 


HYMN BOOKS 


Living Age 

SIX COPIES 
slightly damaged, but substan- 
tially as good for use as any 
undamaged copy. Will sell at 
80c a copy, delivered. 
Any Church desiring to add a 
few more copies to its present 
supply would do well to order 
these. 








Christian Hymnary 
TWO HUNDRED COPIES 


50c each. These are in first-class 


condition, but we are closing out 
the entire edition. 


The Real Billy Sunday 


By Brown 
TEN COPIES 
285 Pages — 50c per copy 
Order from 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 


ASSOCIATION 


219 Soutn Ludlow Street, 
Dayton, Ohio 
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Of Course You Want 
It 


Because it contains what you 
want to know about our Churches, 
Sunday-schools, and Christian 
Endeavor Societies. 

Names and addresses of Conven- 
vention Officers, Boards, Com- 
mittees, Pastors, Church Clerks, 
and Conference Officers. 


THE CHRISTIAN ANNUAL 
FOR 1928 


will be ready for delivery about 
January 1, 1928 


All Pastors, Church Clerks, Con- 
ference Officers, and Church 
Workers need it for ready 
reference. 


Price, $1.00 
Delivery Free—Cash With Order 


Order early, it helps us to de- 
cide how many to print. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
219 South Ludlow Street 
Dayton, Ohio 
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About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


and Dr. Daniel B. Atkinson, Dean of Palmer, 
as a member of the educational committee. 
Dr. F. G. Coffin retired from the presidency 
of this State Council, inasmuch as his future 
work will doubtless take him out of Missouri. 
There are a number of our churches still 
without pastors and the middle of the winter 
is almost upon us. We believe it would be a 
strategic thing for such churches as are 
within reach of Defiance College to write to 
Dean George C. Enders of the Divinity 
School, as there are several promising young 
men in the junior and senior classes who 
might render excellent service as student 
pastors for the remainder of the year. 
Rev. F. E. Rockwell, who recently com- 
pleted his work as pastor of the Warren, In- 
diana Church, is visiting in New York 
State. We _ understand that he will be 
ready to take up pastoral work again soon 
and it will be a pity if some church needing 
a pastor does not secure him just as quickly 
as possible. He will render worthy service 
in any field. His temporary address is 
Warners, New York, care of H. L. Crawford. 


Rev. E. D. Hammond paid a very pleasant 
visit to friends at The Christian Publishing 
Association last Monday while en route 
through Dayton. He had worshiped the eve- 
ning before with our church at Springfield 
of which he at one time was pastor. Heisa 
member of the Southern Wabash Confer- 
ence, but for a number of years his home 
has been at Galion, Ohio, from which point 
he is kept quite busy as a pulpit supply. 

Hagerstown, Indiana, Rev. H. H. Short 
pastor, recently held its first anniversary 
service of the dedication of the new church 
which proved to be a very real event indeed, 
Dr. W. H. Denison delivering two sermons 
during the day. A Thank-offering service 
was held under the auspices of the women’s 
missionary society, and a very fine spirit 
prevailed. Beautiful music was rendered 
both by the local musicians and by a quartet 
from Mooreland Church. 

We have had the pleasure of a letter 
from Mrs. S. J. Hidy, of Alexandria, Indi- 
ana. She is the widow of Rev. D. Hidy, who 
for many years was one of our very promi- 
nent men in that part of Indiana. Though 
she will be ninety-five years of age on the 
twelfth of this coming March, she still has 
a vigorous interest in all of the work of the 
church. She has been a reader of The Her- 
ald for seventy years and looks forward with 
deep pleasure to it every week. 

The campaign for charter member sub- 
scribers for the new merged periodicals has 
been progressing splendidly. Almost a hun- 
dred names were added this past week. But 
if the goal is to be reached by January 1, a 
very much larger number of subscribers must 
be hurried in in the time which remains. 
From every section comes commendation of 
the merger idea—but it is going to take 
more than simply commendation. It is go- 
ing to take a very greatly extended sub- 
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scription list in order to make the merger 
the success which it ought to be. If only our 
pastors and friends will help us in this, we 
will do the utmost to make the new period- 
ical worthy such support. 


In our last issue we reported Dr. G. A. 
Conibear, of Lakemont, New York, as sail- 
ing for an extended trip in the Mediterra- 
nean and Nile region. Since then we learn 
that he is taking a bride with him on this 
happy tour—the same being Dr. Laura G. 
Mackie, of Attleboro, Massachusetts. Mrs. 
Mackie is the daughter of our noted Rev. 
Ellen G. Gustin, and both she and Dr. Coni- 
bear are widely known among our people. 
Our happiest felicitations attend them. 


The little children will be particularly in- 
terested in the fact that The Junior Herald 
is no longer to be printed, but is to be 
merged with The Sunday School Herald. 
Especially will these children be glad to 
know that their letters which have been ap- 
pearing in The Junior Herald will be printed 
in The Sunday School Herald. Mrs. F. E. 
‘Bullock, who has charge of these letters, 
has been receiving many recently and the 
authors will need to watch for them in The 
Sunday School Herald. 


Ten members were received, six by letter 
and four by confession, at Plainville, New 
York, Rev. R. G. English pastor, on Decem- 
ber 4. A special recognition service was also 
held for a new deacon, Mr. Levi Stackpole. 
The offering received at the special Thank- 
offering service recently held by the mission- 
ary society was the largest in the history of 
the church. On this occasion a recognition 
service was held for the splendid organ 
placed in the church by Mrs. Morris Ioset, 
and used in the church for the first time. 
Recently a furnace was installed in the 
building. 

From Mrs. Lucy M. Rowell we learn that 
the widow of our widely known Dr. Alva H. 
Morrill is still living and that for several 
years she has been totally blind. She has 
children and is well cared for by a daugh- 
ter with whom she makes her home, but she 
misses the active life and friendships to 
which she had been accustomed. Mrs. Row- 
ell makes the beautiful suggestion that 
friends remember Mrs. Morrill at Christmas 
time with suitable letters of greeting. Her 
address is Mrs. A. H. Morrill, care of Mrs. 
D. C. Allen, North Haven, Connecticut, and 
we hope that she may have many happy 
greetings from the friends who so greatly 
admired herself and husband. 


Rev. B. S. Crosby tendered his resigna- 
tion as pastor of Sweet Valley, Pennsyl- 
vania, on November 18. Brother Crosby is 
one of our oldest men in service and is not 
planning for another pastorate at present. 
He has rendered a most valuable service in 
this as well as many other churches. Espe- 
cially appreciated was his leadership at the 
time when the Sweet Valley congregation 
lost its building through fire and in the erec- 
tion of the new building. Recent improve- 
ments have been added to the parsonage, it 
being made modern throughout, and a two- 
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car garage has been builded. Mr. and Mrs. 
Crosby will retire to their own home near 
Poughkeepsie, New York. The church at 
Sweet Valley is anxious to find a worthy suc- 
cessor. Inquiries may be addressed to Stella 
R. Rousing, Box 12, Sweet Valley, Pa. 

In this issue will be found an appeal for a 
special Christmas offering for Franklinton 
Christian College. This is a special emer- 
gency offering asked for this year only. The 
conditions at Franklinton are such as to jus- 
tify this appeal for a Christmas offering to 
be taken this year to help get matters under 
way in order that the work may be continued 
as it should be. The responsibility for rais- 
ing this offering has been laid upon Home 
Mission Secretary Sparks, who has sent out 
literature and appeals to pastors and church- 
es and to whom the offering should be 
sent as soon as possible after Christmas. The 
picture which we give on our front page cov- 
er ought to be a compelling incentive to large 
gifts. This new dormitory has been stand- 
ing unfinished for months from lack of 
funds, and it will be a deep shame upon our 
entire church if the building is not speedily 
completed. The emergency conditions there 
are extreme and every one who can possibly 
do so should add his help to this fund. 


Lower Stillwater, Miami Ohio Conference, 
has recently completed a beautiful home for 
its pastor. The work was begun and carried 
forward under Rev. Carey Christy, a Defi- 
ance student, and completed under the pres- 
ent pastor, Rev. Heber O’Hara. A dedica- 
tion of the new building together with an in- 
stallation service was held Sunday, Decem- 
ber 4. Brother Christy preached in the 
morning, in which service Rev. A. B. Thorn- 
burg and Rev. Howard Warner assisted. In 
the afternoon Dr. J. F. Burnett preached the 
sermon and conducted the installation serv- 
ice and also the dedicatorial service, Rev. 
Ross McNeal, Rev. S. M. Woods, Rev. Cleon 
Swarts, Rev. A. W. Hirby, and the pastor, 
Rev. Heber O’Hara, assisting in these 
services. 'This makes another of our coun- 
try churches that for long years had only 
quarter-time or half-time preaching which 
now has a settled pastor living in a beautiful 
home in the community. Some years ago, 
under the labors of Brother S. M. Woods, it 
had a parsonage and worked with the 
church at Fidelity. 


— ) 


CHARTER MEMBER 
SUBSCRIBERS 


Last week we passed the one- 
fourth milestone on our way to 
the goal of 1,000 Charter Member 
Subscribers to the new HER- 
ALD. If every HERALD sub- 
scriber will push for our goal we 
can reach it by January 1. 

Help get new subscribers, help 
get renewals, send in for sub- 
scription blanks and descriptive 
new HERALD matter, and make 
possible the 1,000 Charter Mem- 
bers. 
































